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From the Mayor’s Desk
Summer is beginning to wind down but there is still plenty of time  

to enjoy a whole roster of outdoor activities.

Events You Won’t Want to Miss
The Sculpture in the Park series  
continues through September in Mt. St. 
Mary Park. This free exhibit features 
original and unique outdoor sculptures 
on display. For you 
music lovers, you can 
still catch Concerts in 
the Park on Thursdays 
at the Lincoln Park  
Gazebo. Bring the whole 
family, enjoy a picnic, and 
listen to a different band 
every week, courtesy 
of the St. Charles Park 
District. And don’t 
forget STC Live Events 
Wednesdays and Fridays, 
brought to you by the 
St. Charles Downtown 
Partnership. Or, if you’re a runner, sign 
up for the Bob Leonard River Run & 
Walk & Turtle Hurdle August 9 from 
the River Corridor Foundation. 

On Business and Politics
This past June and July, I attended 10 
ribbon cuttings to celebrate new or  
renovated businesses in town. And on a 
political note, the Metro West Council 
of Government (a group that includes 
Fox Valley mayors) continues to lobby 

for fair and favorable legislation for 
municipalities. I also have met with 
both candidates for governor and look 
forward to learning more about their 
ideas for improving our State. 

City Updates
Our new budget, 
which began May 1, is  
balanced. And for the 
sixth consecutive year, 
we have kept the City’s 
tax levy consistent.
We also began a  
major reconstruction of 
the parking lot at our 
downtown Municipal 
Center, so please pardon 
our dust. The project will 
completely replace the  

existing lot and add a public plaza 
and more green space along the river.  
Work should be completed in time for 
Scarecrow Fest in October. Weekly 
updates are on the Municipal Parking 
Lot Project page of the City website.

I hope you continue to enjoy all the 
activities, amenities, businesses and 
services our fine City has to offer. See 
you around town.

Mayor Raymond P. Rogina
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Connect With Us
Connect with the city right from your mobile 
device. Download our St. Charles Connect 

app at www.stcharlesil.gov/connect

Subscribe
Encourage a friend to sign up for their own 

copy of The Den at www.stcharlesil.gov 
and click on “Subscribe to City eNews”

Upcoming Meetings

City Council
 8.4.14 & 8.18.14 7:00 pm
Plan Commission
 8.5.14 & 8.19.14 7:00 pm
Corridor Improvement Commission
 8.6.14   7:00 pm
Historic Preservation Commission
 8.6.14 & 8.20.14 7:00 pm
Planning & Development
 8.11.14   7:00 pm
Government Operations
 8.18.14   7:05 pm
Liquor Control Commission
 8.18.14   4:30 pm
Housing Commission
 8.21.14   7:00 pm
Government Services
 8.25.14   7:00 pm

To see a complete list of meetings  
go to www.stcharlesil.gov/meetings

Kids will be Back 
in School; Drive 
with Extra Caution
Students are back in school later 
this month and we want to remind 
motorists to proceed with extra 
caution. Children will be out 
walking and riding their bikes to 
school or standing at bus stops, 
especially during the morning rush 
hour. And remember it is illegal to 
talk on a cell phone in a school zone, 
and never pass a stopped school bus 
when its lights are flashing and stop 
arm is extended.
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Welcome  
New Businesses!

DOWNTOWN
Delectable Vapors E-Cigarettes 

504 E. Main St., 630.549.0386
Magic Nail Nail Salon 

311 N. 2nd St., 630.444.0822
Chrysalis Unique Home Decor 

108 State Ave., 630.267.8065
Red Foxes Boutique 

Women’s Apparel, Home Decor, Gifts 
314 W. Main St., 630.549.3073

O’Sole Mio Gelato  
Espresso, Wine, Aperitivi 
131 S. 1st St., 630.669.1605

EAST GATEWAY
HR Imaging Partners Portraits 

3800 E. Main, Ste. C217 
815.433.1869

Best Spa 
2774 E. Main St., 224.587.0994

EAST GATEWAY–INDUSTRIAL
Midwest Tint & Vinyl Specialist  

Automotive Window Tinting  
1815 Wallace Ave., Ste. 301 
630.743.3147

RELOCATED
Kohlert Manufacturing, Inc. 

Automation Equipment Manufacturer  
2851 DuKane Dr., 630.584.0013 
Formerly at 415 S. 1st St. 

Farmer’s Insurance -  
Mark Hauser Insurance 
451 Dunham Rd., Ste. 300 
630.587.8722 
Formerly at 521 Illinois

Marquee Youth Stage  
Children’s Theatre  
3800 E. Main St., Ste. C112 
630.762.0354 
Formerly at Charlestowne Mall, 
B106/107

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!
Colonial Cafe - St. Charles East 

55 Years in St. Charles 
1625 E. Main St., 630.584.4647

Kohlert Manufacturing Corporation 
19 Years in St. Charles! 
2851 Dukane Drive, 630.584.0013

Update on The Quad St. Charles
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The First Phase of construction for The Quad St. Charles is expected to begin this month. 
Crews plan to complete site and utility work to relocate the ring road and create new 
lots for buildings along Main St. Site regrading and construction on the mall building 
itself is slated to begin in early 2015. All current businesses will be open as usual during 
construction. For more information, visit the City’s Charlestowne Redevelopment 
webpage.

A Back to School History 
Lesson 
Kids will be going to back to school this month and so it’s 
fitting to include a look back at our schools. Information 
and photos are courtesy of the St. Charles Heritage Center.
In 1854, St. Charles built Illinois’ first public school—
the West Side School, on the west side. Two years later, to appease upset east side 
parents who thought it was unfair that their children had to walk across town and 
the river to get to school, East Side school was built. 
A fierce rivalry developed between the two schools that often resulted in fights 
among the students and created a rift in town. To correct this, a new school was 
built to bring all the older children together so they would be classmates instead 
of rivals. Charles Haines, a businessman and philanthropist, provided the land and 
money to build the new school. In 1897, St. Charles High School, also known as 
the Charles Haines School, was built on 7th Avenue and Main Street. It offered 
junior high school classes on one floor and high school classes on another floor. 
The fighting stopped and peace returned to the town.
In 1911, the Evan Shelby School was built to replace the old West Side School. 
Today, the building at 210 S. 5th St. houses offices. In 1928, the East Side School 
burned down and Abraham Lincoln Elementary School was built in its place. It’s 
St. Charles’ oldest school building still in use as a school today.

Charles Haines School

Lincoln 
Elementary

East Side 
School
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St. Charles Fire Dept. Dive Team Specializes in Water Rescue
When a water-related rescue is needed 
in St. Charles or its surrounding 
communities, our Fire Department is 
ready. The St. Charles Fire Department 
Underwater Rescue and Recovery 
Team, commonly called the Dive 
Team, is made up of 11 members who 
are specially trained for water-related 
rescue and recovery. Calls vary from 
immediate, life-threatening situations 
to evidence-recovery operations.

There are 11 divers on the team who 
hold various certifications, including 
Public Safety Dive Rescue 1, ice diving 

and swiftwater rescue. All divers are 
trained in surface ice rescue.

Also, because the St. Charles Fire 
Department has a reciprocal agreement 
with the South Elgin Fire Department, 
their divers automatically assist 
our team in any confirmed water-
related rescue. The team also can 
access an almost unlimited number 
of divers, sonar units, boats, K-9, 
and other resources from additional 
fire departments throughout Northern 
Illinois.

Dive Team members must participate 
in a minimum of four open water 
training dives per year, of which, ice 
divers must have at least one dive 
under the ice.  Additionally, all divers 
must pass a rigorous swimming and 
skills test annually.

The Fire Department has operated 
with a dive team for a very long time. 
In the past, the team was made up 
of members that had basic SCUBA 

instruction and operated with minimal 
equipment stored at the station. The 
team has evolved much since those 
days, now maintaining a trailer specific 
to water rescue, ten complete sets of 
gear, and divers trained to State and 
National Fire Protection Association 
standards. For more information on the 
dive team, contact the St. Charles Fire 
Department at 630.377.4458.

St. Charles Emergency Management Agency  
is StormReady
Thankfully there haven’t been many 
severe storms this summer. But if 
bad weather does develop, the City 
is prepared. The City operates and 
maintains an impressive Emergency 
Operations Center that is activated 
in the event of a severe storm or 
other local emergency. Trained 
emergency personnel staff the 
Center, which is outfitted with:

• Extensive monitoring capabilities 
for National Weather Service, 
Police, Fire, Public Works and 
HAM radio signals;

• Automated outdoor warning siren  
activation;

• Ability to instantly locate fire and  
police assets;

• Geographic Information System 
mapping capabilities;

• Tablets and Skype to assist in weather 
spotting and damage assessment;

• Remote use of outdoor cameras to 
monitor weather conditions and spot 
storms; and

• A landline telephone, fax, VoIP  
telephones and a Call Center.

 St. Charles recently was designated 
as a StormReady Community by 
the National Weather Service, which 
means the City has demonstrated it 
has the communication abilities and 
safety skills needed to save lives 
and property before and during a 
weather event. “The designation 
is important,” says Emergency 
Preparedness Coordinator Paul 
Bumba. “It recognizes the advanced 
planning, procedures and training 
we have instituted here at the City of 
St. Charles.” For more information, 
contact Bumba at pbumba@
stcharlesil.gov or 630.762.7091.
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Be Sure to Enroll in 
the CodeRED  
Notification System
Kane County has implemented the 
CodeRED® Emergency Telephone 
Notification System. The system 
allows County officials to telephone 
targeted areas or the entire County 
if an emergency requires immediate 
action such as a boil water order, 
missing child alert or evacuation 
notice. CodeRED® is capable of 
dialing 50,000 phone numbers per 
hour and delivers a recorded message.

Be sure to visit the secure 
Community Notification Enrollment 
page and add your contact 
information so you will receive 
emergency call notifications. This is  
especially important if you have an 
unlisted number, no landline, a VOIP or  
mobile number or TDD/TTY 
requirements. For more information, 
visit the Kane County Office of 
Emergency Management website.

Help Keep Our City Workers Safe
Throughout the year and especially during the warm weather months, Public 
Works crews are outside performing a variety of work. You may see them 
trimming trees; working on water mains; repairing streets, sidewalks and curbs; 
maintaining electric utilities; and completing many other tasks to keep our City 
at its best. Our crews are trained to work safely and regularly receive safety 
education. We ask that residents be aware of our crews at work.   

Please read these basic work zone tips: 

• Be alert for City workers and work zones
• Pay attention while driving; don’t distract yourself with cell phones, navigation 

systems or radios/music systems
• Watch out for City equipment; work zones are generally marked with orange 

and black cones and warning signs
• Keep children away from working crews and work zones, especially after hours  
• Slow down when approaching all work zones
• Leave extra room between your vehicle and the work zone
• Avoid abrupt driving maneuvers
• Please be patient, courteous and cautious 
Work zones may cause temporary inconvenience, but maintenance and 
improvements to our City benefit everyone.  

St. Charles EMA Earns Accreditation 

The St. Charles Emergency Management Agency (EMA) has been awarded 
accreditation from the Illinois Emergency Management Agency. The 
accreditation demonstrates the EMA is prepared with the proper planning 
and training in the event of an emergency, disaster or civil defense situation. 

Illinois EMA Director 
Jonathon Monken (left) 
presents Mayor Raymond 
P. Rogina (center), Fire 
Chief Joe Schelstreet (back 
right) and Preparedness 
Coordinator Paul Bumba 
(front right) with the IEMA 
accreditation award July 
28.

Members of the St. Charles EMA

Street Sweeping 
Reminder
Schedule:

Mid August
Last Week of September
Last Week of October
Mid November
Last Week of November  
(after leaf collection)
Please try to park off of the street 
during the weeks scheduled for 
sweeping. For more information, 
contact the Public Works 
Department at pw@stcharlesil.
gov, call 630.377.4405 or check 
the city website at www.stcharlesil.
gov  for updates.
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Brush Collection 
Resumes   
East Side West Side
Aug 18  Aug 25
Sept 15  Sept 22
Oct 20  Oct 27
Nov 17  Nov 24
Brush (branches at least 3 feet in length 
and less than 12 inches in diameter) 
must be placed on the parkway, in front 
of your house (or along the frontage 
where refuse/recycling is collected), 
cut ends facing the street before 7 a.m. 
on Monday of the scheduled pick up 
(or Tuesday if Monday is a holiday). 
Please note: Pick up in your area may 
take 3 to 4 days.

Do not tie bundles of brush with rope 
or wire. Piles should not be higher than 
4 feet and never put in the street. Don’t 
park in front of the piles, crews will be 
unable to pick up the brush. More is 
at www.stcharlesil.gov/services/brush. 
You also can contact the Public Works 
Department at pw@stcharlesil.gov or 
630.377.4405.

Water 
Conservation 
Ending Soon
The City’s water conservation 
efforts for the year end August 31. 
Sprinkling time limits through the 
end of August:

• Even-numbered addresses may 
sprinkle on even-numbered days, 
from 12 a.m. to 9 a.m. and 6 p.m. 
to 10 p.m.

• Odd-numbered addresses may 
sprinkle on odd-numbered days, 
from 12 a.m. to 9 a.m. and 6 p.m. 
to 10 p.m.
We ask that all residents, businesses 
and industrial water users follow 
these regulations to help us achieve 
our water conservation goals. For 
questions, contact the Public Works 
Department at pw@stcharlesil.gov 
or 630-377-4405. Or check the 
Water Conservation page of the 
City’s website. 

Oh, the Mosquitos!
Here’s an easy tip to help keep 
mosquitos away while you’re outside 
enjoying your deck or backyard:

Place one or 
more electric 
fans nearby to 
circulate the 
air. The breeze 
from the fans 
will help to stop 
mosquitos from 
settling, which will help to prevent 
mosquito bites.  Please remember to 
bring electric fans and other electric 
items inside when you come in for the 
night. 

Because the City of St. Charles is a participating member of the National Flood 
Insurance Program (NFIP), any St. Charles citizen can purchase flood insurance 
through a local agent via the NFIP. There is a 30-day waiting period for flood 
insurance coverage to begin.
A home located within a Special Flood Hazard Area has a 26% chance of being 
damaged by a flood over the life of a 30-year mortgage, and your homeowner’s 
insurance will not cover flood damage. This is why flood insurance is mandatory 
for all federally backed mortgages for buildings in the floodplain.
Your home does not have to be in a flood zone to get flooded. Flood insurance 
is available at a reduced rate for these properties. Also, the City of St. Charles 
currently has a FEMA “Community Rating System” number of 5, which helps 
to further reduce insurance premiums. For more information contact the City’s 
Engineering Division at 630.377.4486.

A Note about Flood Insurance 

Buy rechargeable batteries. They 
can be used for longer periods and 
will likely be less expensive than 
disposable batteries in the long run. 
When using rechargeable batteries, 
be sure to follow the instructions. 
Often it is suggested to charge the 

battery fully before 
use to avoid 

diminishing its 
lifetime.

748 Tons of 
Asphalt Was 
Used on City 
Streets in 
2013 

PUBLIC
WORKS

FACT
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August 27 Blood 
Drive at Public Works
Everyone can be a hero. Sign up to 
donate blood and you will come to the 
rescue of three people in need. Each 
blood donation can be divided into 
platelets, red cells, and plasma. On 
August 27, from noon to 4:30 p.m., 
the Heartland Blood Center mobile 
donation coach will be at the Public 
Works facility, 200 Devereaux Way. 

Donors will receive a $5 Subway gift 
card. Log on to www.heartlandbc.org to 
schedule an appointment online. Walk-
ins are welcome, but appointments 
will ensure a timely donation (usually 
20 to 30 minutes). Contact the Human 
Resources Department at 630.377.4446 
or hr@stcharlesil.gov with questions 
or for scheduling assistance. Your 

d o n a t i o n 
may save 
a life and 
it costs 
nothing but 
time.

The Den is produced by The City of St. Charles, 2 East Main Street, St. Charles, IL 60174
Questions? Please contact Lisa Garhan, Editor at lgarhan@stcharlesil.gov or 630.443.3744

Reminder
City Offices will be closed 
Monday, September 1 for 

the Labor Day Holiday.

City of St. Charles Directory
Building & Code Enforcement . . . . . . . . . .  377.4406
City Administrator Mark Koenen . . . . . . . .  377.4422
Community Development . . . . . . . . . . . . .  377.4443
Development Engineering . . . . . . . . . . . . .  443.3677
Economic Development . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  443.4093
Electric Division  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  377.4407
Public Works Engineering Division . . . . . .  377.4486
Emergency Management Agency . . . . . . .  377.4416
Flood Protection Assistance . . . . . . . . . . . .  377.4486
Finance/Accounting  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  762.7002
Fire Administration  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  377.4458

Fire Prevention Bureau  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  377.4457
Human Resources  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  377.4446
Mayor Raymond P. Rogina . . . . . . . . . . . . .  377.4444
Police Administration/Investigation/ 
  Crime Prevention . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  377.4435
Public Works: Water/Sewer/Street  . . . . .  377.4405
Refuse Pickup Information . . . . . . . . . . . . .  587.8282
TDD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 800.526.0844
Utility Billing: Electric/Water/Sewer . . . .  377.4426
Electric Outage Hotline  . . . . . . . . . . . . 866.444.0016

Dial 811 Before You 
Dig 
August 11 is National 811 Day

Planning a home improvement job? 
Planting a tree? Installing a fence or 
deck? WAIT! Whether you’re a do-
it-yourself-er or hiring a professional, 
smart digging means calling JULIE 
before each job. Simply dial 811. Every 
digging job requires a call, even small 
projects like planting trees and shrubs.

Call JULIE at 811 at least 48 hours or 
two business days prior to digging. Tell 
the operator where you’re planning to 
dig and what type of work you will 
be doing. Your affected local utilities 
companies will be notified about your 
intent to dig. Within 48 hours or two 
business days, a locator will be sent to 
mark the approximate location of your 
underground lines, pipes and cables. 
Then you’ll know what’s below and 
can dig safely.

St. Charles Gift 
Certificates Available
With over 100 local businesses to 
choose from, a St. Charles Chamber 
of Commerce Gift Certificate is the 
perfect gift.  You will also be supporting 
one of our very own businesses right 
here in St. Charles. Get them at:
•	 St. Charles Chamber of 

Commerce
 216 Riverside Ave.
•	 Blue Goose Market
 300 S. 2nd St.
•	 The City’s Economic 

Development Department
 City Hall, 2 E. Main St.
Certificates are available in 
denominations of $25.00 or less, 
payable by cash or check. For a list 
of participating businesses, visit the 
Chamber of Commerce website.
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