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Estimated Cost:  $N/A Budgeted:      YES  NO  

If NO, please explain how item will be funded: 

 

 

Executive Summary: 

 

A presentation was made at the April Government Service Committee outlining several potential 

changes that could be made to the existing liquor licensing code.  Several of those items will take 

longer to clarify and implement, however, the creation of a Liquor Commission was identified as one 

part that could be done upon agreement and approval by City Council.  The attached matrix identifies 

the questions to be decided.  They are: 

 

1. Size of the Commission. 

2. Composition of the Commission. 

3. What is the Commission’s role, advisory or decision making?  

4. How often will the Commission meet? 

5. What authority will the Commission have? 

 

Staff is presenting these items for discussion to determine the language to be prepared for ordinance 

changes to be presented to City Council. 
 

Materials submitted by Ald. Martin regarding Liquor Commissions in other communities. 

 

Attachments: (please list) 

Matrix 

Recommendations for the creation of a Liquor Commission 

Recommendation / Suggested Action (briefly explain): 

Recommend that the Government Services Committee discuss the matter and provide direction 

to the City Administrator, Police Chief and City Attorney. 

For office use only: Agenda Item Number:  5.d  

 



Item: 
 

 Comments/Analysis: 

Number of members  
 
 

 A 5-7 member commission would be advisable to be able to conduct business 
in the event of an absence of some of the members.  
 
Under state law, a 5 member body requires 3 members to conduct business. 
With a 7 member commission, 3 members are required to conduct business 
as well. 
 

Composition of commission 
 

 There are various approaches used by other communities. In some cases, the 
members are from the community, nominated by the Mayor, and approved 
by the City Council. In some communities the Mayor and Council serve as the 
Liquor Commission.  
 
NOTE: Meetings of the Commission will be subject to the Illinois Open 
Meetings Act. 
 

Advisory body or decision-making body 
 

 This could be the most important issue to be decided. Is the Commission 
going to be the final decision-making authority on the issues within its scope 
of responsibility? Alternatively, the Commission could serve in an advisory 
capacity and make recommendations to the Liquor Commissioner/Mayor? 
 

If advisory, recommendation made to Liquor 
Commissioner or Mayor/City Council 
 

 If the Commission is only able to make recommendations, then who will the 
recommendations be made to and who will serve as the final decision-making 
authority for the City? 
 

Consideration of new applications 
 

 Will the Commission be asked to review new applications for liquor licenses 
that are received by the City? If so, this could extend the time from initial 
application to license approval. 
 



Item: 
 

 Comments/Analysis: 

Consideration of renewal applications or changes to 
existing applications (e.g. new owner) 
 

 Will the Commission be asked to review changes to existing applications for 
liquor licenses, such as when there is a change in ownership or an 
establishment is moving to a new location? If so, this could extend the time 
from initial application to license approval. 
 

Consideration of violations of liquor control laws and 
ordinances 
 

 If an establishment violates laws or ordinances related to the sale or service 
of alcoholic liquor (e.g. sale to a minor, overservice, remaining open after the 
specified closing time), will the Commission hear the case and specify a 
penalty or corrective action(s)? 
 

Consideration of violations of other laws or ordinances 
 
 

 If an establishments violates other laws or ordinances not related to liquor 
sale or service (e.g. gambling, noise, nuisance issues), will the Commission 
have the ability to hold a hearing and specify a penalty or corrective action? 
 

Consideration of changes to codes and ordinances of the 
City related to liquor control 
 

 Will the Commission have the ability to consider and initiate changes to the 
City’s codes regarding liquor control? 

Commission to have its own legal counsel or represented 
by City Attorney 
 

 In cases were violations are alleged, and hearings are to be held, will the 
Commission be able to retain its own legal counsel? In these cases, the Chief 
of Police may need legal counsel as well. The same person/firm cannot 
represent both.  
 

When will the commission meet and how often? 
 

 Commission meetings may be scheduled on a monthly basis to accommodate 
applications or other items that require action. Meetings could be cancelled, 
if there is no business to be considered.  
 
Hearings for disciplinary matters could be held as part of regular meetings, if 
the case is straightforward and simple. More complex cases could take several 
days. Those could be scheduled as needed, but members of the Commission 
will need to be able to participate. 
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