
 

AGENDA ITEM EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Title: Recommend Approval of the Purchase of Replacement 

Airboat for the Fire Department 

Presenter: Fire Chief Joseph Schelstreet 

 

Please check appropriate box: 

 Government Operations   Government Services 

X Planning & Development (2/10/14)    City Council 

 

Estimated Cost:  $62,000 Budgeted:      YES X NO  

If NO, please explain how item will be funded: 

 

Executive Summary: 

The Fire Department currently possesses a multi-function airboat that is utilized both during times 

when the Fox River has open water as well as when it is ice covered. The airboat has the ability to 

traverse the ice rapidly and can move from open water to ice freely. It also has the ability to provide a 

stable platform for dive rescue operations and offers a capacity range not present in the inflatable boat 

owned by the Department. The current boat is 27 years old and is due for replacement. A specification 

was developed and placed out to bid and Diamondback Airboats was the successful bidder. In order to 

facilitate the addition of several desired options, the Foreign Fire Insurance Fund has allocated up to 

$15,000 additional for the purchase. This is a budgeted expense.  

 

Attachments: (please list) 

Airboat Bid Documents 

Recommendation / Suggested Action (briefly explain): Recommend Approval of the Purchase of a 

Replacement Airboat for the Fire Department 

 

 

For office use only: 

 

Agenda Item Number: 4a 
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