
 

AGENDA ITEM EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Title: Historic Preservation Recommendation to approve historic landmark 

designation for 521 W. Main St., Haines House  

  

Presenter: Russell Colby 

Please check appropriate box: 

 Government Operations        Government Services 

X Planning & Development – (9/14/15)    City Council 

 Public Hearing   

 

Estimated Cost:  N/A Budgeted:      YES  NO  

If NO, please explain how item will be funded: 
 

Executive Summary: 

 

Robert and Susan McDowell have nominated their property at 521 W. Main St. for Landmark status.  

 

In accordance with the Zoning Ordinance, the Historic Preservation Commission held a public hearing on the 

nomination on 9/2/15. The Commission recommended approval of the landmark nomination with a vote of 7-0, 

based on the criteria listed in the attached resolution.  

 

The house was constructed in 1866 and is an example of the National style with Gothic Revival influences. 

Charles Haines inherited the home from his father, Robert. Charles Haines served as the sixth mayor of St. 

Charles from 1889-1891. He funded construction of the Charles Haines School (demolished in 1956) and 

donated the land on which the Haines and Thompson middle schools now sit.  

 

If the Landmark designation is approved by City Council, a Certificate of Appropriateness from the Historic 

Preservation Commission will be required prior to issuance of a permit for construction, alteration, repair, 

demolition, relocation, or other material change that affects the exterior architectural appearance of the structure.  

 
 

Attachments: (please list) 

Historic Commission Resolution, Landmark Nomination  

Recommendation / Suggested Action (briefly explain): 

 

Recommendation to approve historic landmark designation for 521 W. Main St., Haines House   
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 City of St. Charles, Illinois 

 

Historic Preservation Commission Resolution No. 10-2015 

 

A Resolution Recommending Approval for Landmark Designation 

(521 W. Main Street – Haines House) 
 

 

 WHEREAS, it is the responsibility of the St. Charles Historic Preservation Commission to 

review applications for Landmark Designation and to make recommendations to the City Council 

regarding them; and 

 WHEREAS, the Historic Preservation Commission has reviewed the application for 

designation of 521 W. Main Street as a landmark; and  

            WHEREAS, the Historic Preservation Commission has made the following findings:  

1. That the property has character, interest or value which is part of the development, 

heritage or cultural character of the community, county or nation.  

-AND- 

2. That the Property is identified with a person who significantly contributed to the 

development of the community, county, state or nation. 

 

The structure was constructed in 1866 by Robert Haines, a Maryland native who moved 

to St. Charles in 1843 and established a paper company and a milling company. Charles 

Haines, son of Robert and his wife Harriet Strockey, inherited the house upon Robert’s 

death in 1886. Charles owned and operated several mills. He served as the sixth mayor of 

St. Charles, from 1889-1891, as well as president of the school board until his death in 

1914. Charles donated land and funds to construct the Charles Haines School on E. Main 

Street in 1899, which resulted in the consolidation of the east and west side school 

districts. Upon his death, Charles bestowed $100,000 to the St. Charles School District 

for the purchase of school materials and donated the land on which the Haines and 

Thompson Middle Schools now sit.  

   

3. That the Structure embodies distinguishing characteristics of an architectural style 

valuable for the study of a period, type, method of construction or use of indigenous 

materials. 

-AND- 

4. That the Structure embodies element so of design, detailing, materials or 

craftsmanship that are of architectural significance. 
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The structure is an example of the National style. The original portion of the structure is 

two-stories with a gable-front and wing form. The structure is brick with limestone sills 

and lintels. Gothic Revival elements are incorporated, including steeply pitched gables 

with open cornices and exposed rafters, a one-story entry porch supported by flattened 

Gothic arches, and arched sidelights on either side of the front door.   

 

5. That the Property has a unique location or physical characteristics that make it a 

familiar visual feature. 

              

The structure is visually prominent to the community and visitors due to its corner 

location on W. Main St., near downtown St. Charles.  

 

6. That the property is suitable for preservation or restoration.  

 

Current owners Robert and Susan McDowell are committed to authentically preserving 

the structure.  

 

 

  WHEREAS, the Historic Preservation Commission finds approval of said Landmark 

 

 Designation application to be in the best interest of the City of St. Charles based on the historical  

 

and architectural significance as described in these findings; 

 

 NOW THEREFORE, be it resolved by the St. Charles Historic Preservation Commission to 

recommend to the City Council that the property known as 521 W. Main Street as legally described 

in Exhibit “A”, be designated as a Landmark, and that it be referred to as the “Haines House”, with 

a construction date of 1866.  

Roll Call Vote:  

Ayes: Malay, Bobowiec, Pretz, Smunt, Norris, Gibson, Withey  

Nays: None 

Absent: None  

Abstain: None 

Motion Carried. 

 

 PASSED, this 2nd day of September, 2015. 

 

 

 ___________________________ 

 Chairman                    
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Exhibit “A” 

Legal Description  

 

LOTS 1 AND 2 IN BLOCK 5 OF MILLINGTON’S ADDITION TO ST. CHARLES, IN THE 

CITY OF ST. CHARLES, KANE COUNTY, ILLINOIS EXCEPT THAT PART OF LOTS 1 

AND 2 IN BLOCK 5 OF MILLINGTON’S ADDITION TO ST. CHARLES, ACCORDING TO 

THE PLAT THEREOF RECORDED AUGUST 15, 1842 IN BOOK 2, PAGE 498, KANE 

COUNTY, ILLINOIS, DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: BEGINNING AT THE NORTHWEST 

CORNER OF SAID LOT 1; THENCE EASTERLY 132.40 FEET ALONG THE NORTH LINE 

OF LOTS 1 AND 2 ON AN ASSUMED BEARING OF NORTH 78 DEGREES 24 MINUTES 01 

SECONDS EAST TO THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF SAID LOT 2; THENCE SOUTH 11 

DEGREES 45 MINUTES 34 SECONDS EAST 3.00 FEET ALONG THE EAST LINE OF SAID 

LOT 2; THENCE SOUTH 78 DEGREES 24 MINUTES 01 SECONDS WEST, 125.40 FEET 

PARALLEL WITH THE NORTH LINE OF LOTS 1 AND 2; THENCE SOUTH 33 DEGREES 

20 MINUTES 14 SECONDS WEST, 7.06 FEET; THENCE SOUTH 11 DEGREES 43 

MINUTES 33 SECONDS EAST 40.79 FEET PARALLEL WTH THE WEST LINE OF SAID 

LOT 1; THENCE SOUTH 78 DEGREES 16 MINUTES 27 SECONDS WEST, 2.00 FEET TO A 

POINT ON THE WEST LINE OF SAID LOT 1; THENCE NORTH 11 DEGREES 43 MINUTES 

33 SECONDS WEST 48.79 FEET ALONG SAID WEST LINE TO THE POINT OF 

BEGINNING, IN THE CITY OF ST. CHARLES, KANE COUNTY, ILLINOIS.  

 


























