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Historic Context: 1844 Judge Barry House
217 E. Cedar Ave., St. Charles, IL

William D. Barry was born in 1809 in Oneida County, New York. He began his professional
education in 1830 or 1831 to obtain a license to practice medicine in New York which he earned in 1835.1
The profession appeared not to be of his liking because, by the end of that year, he moved west to Henry
County, Ohio to study law. After becoming a lawyer, Barry moved west again to St. Charles, Illinois in
March or April of 1840 where he remained for the remainder of his life.2

Barry gained early notoriety in lllinois as a lawyer when he defended Taylor Driscoll in his
highly followed murder case around 1842, in which Barry earned Driscoll an acquittal . Barry was first
elected as a Kane County Judge in 1851, serving until 1857, after which he was elected again in 1869,
serving until 1872.% Through at least 1885, Judge Barry had a private law practice in an office behind his
home facing Main Street.® In addition to being a well-known lawyer and judge, Judge Barry was also
deeply involved in politics. He joined the Republican party in 1856 and strongly supported General John
F. Farnsworth's candidacies for the House of Representatives from 1856 through 1870.° In his obituary,
the St. Charles Valley Chronicle said of Judge Barry that he “was an acknowledged leader in his chosen
profession. He was careful not to make mistakes and [was] thorough in all his legal work. From him
many younger members of the bar learned lessons which have been, and will continue to be valuable; and
those who have had the priviledge (sic) of reading law in his office may well be proud of the fact.”’

Property records show that Judge Barry purchased lots one and two in block three of St. Charles
in 1843 and built his house there in 1844.8 The home built on lot one and now addressed at 217 Cedar
Ave., St. Charles, was in the Greek-Revival or Federal style, and built of stone. The exterior was covered
in stucco probably in the early twentieth century. A photo from the archives of the St. Charles History

1S. W. Durant, “Pioneer Notes of St. Charles by S.W. Durant Published in Chronicle in the Year of 1885-6,” St.
Charles Chronicle, October 14, 1926.

2 St. Charles Biographical Directory and Census Report, 1885 (Chicago: J.F. Wilcox, 1885), 10 lllinois Digital Archives,
https://www.idaillinois.org/digital/collection/stc/id/8481/rec/88.

3 R.W. Waite Joslyn and Frank W. Joslyn, History of Kane County, Volume I (Chicago: Pioneer Pub. Co., 1908), 477,
HathiTrust, https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=wu.89066109810&seq=483.

4 1bid., 449.

5 St. Charles Biographical Directory, 65.

6S. W. Durant, “Pioneer Notes of St. Charles by S.W. Durant Published in Chronicle in the Year of 1885-6,” St.
Charles Chronicle, October 14, 1926.

7 “Their Last Sleep,” St. Charles Valley Chronicle, February 5, 1892.

8 Kane County Recorder, Document Book 5, page 289 and Document Book A, Page 60,
https://Irs.kanecountyrecorder.net/.
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Museum from around 1890 (attached) shows the impressive stone structure with four chimneys and a
decorative fan motif just below the roof pediment.

Judge Barry died in 1892, only a few days after his wife of nearly 50 years. John Linhart, a
widower, inherited the house after the Judge’s death and transferred it to his daughter, Jennie Linhart in
1894. Linhart sold the house to Charles M. Wheeler in 1898 who sold it to Agnes (Kohlert) and Frederick
Rasmussen in 1914. According to research from the St. Charles History Museum, Rasmussen was
superintendent of the St. Charles Milk & Sugar Company, located two blocks west of the Judge Barry
House. Edith Kohlert, Agnes’s sister, inherited the house in 1951. Edith worked for many years as the
secretary to several St. Charles mayors including 1.G. Langum, according to St. Charles History Museum
records. After she passed away in 1973, her nephew Frederick Kohlert inherited the house in 1974 and
transferred it the following year to his daughter Gloria (Kohlert) Geske. Gloria (Kohlert) Geske and her
husband Ed sold the house to the Baker Memorial United Methodist Church in 1993. Digital copies of the
real estate transactions are attached.

Research was completed by Al Watts, Community Engagement Director of Preservation Partners of the
Fox Valley with assistance from Steve Gibson, member of the St. Charles History Museum, and David
Scholes, Kane County Recorder’s Olffice.
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Judge Barry House, c. 1890. From the archives of the St. Charles History Museum.
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ST, CHARLES DIRECTORY, 65

Charlotte A., b Oct 19, 1852; d July 12, 1870.

Elizabeth B., b Jan 3, 1857 in Nashville, Tenn.

John M., b Dec 13, 1858 in St. Ch. Rep. No Lic. X. Far.

Rowena L., b Dec 29, 1861 in St. Ch.

BARBER, Mrs. Mariam C. (Cclton), wid of Newman L.
B.; d Nov 21, 1863; res nw cor E Ind and 2d st. b Apr
3, 1829 in Rutland Co., Vt. To St. Ch, in July, 1852.

ar’d Apr 14, 1853. Cong. Children:—

Ida May, b Jan 23, 1855, in St. Ch.; d Aug 6, 1875.

E. Jennie, b July 3, 1858 in St. Ch. Teacher.

Imogene, b Mar 31, 1859 in St. Ch. Choir Cong. Ch.

L. Gertrude, b Jan 15, 1863 in St. Ch.; wife of Levi L.
Morris, Chi.

BARRY, W. D. Lawyer, ex-Judge Co. Ct,, office E Main
nr 2d st.; res sw cor E Cedar and 3d st. Rep. No Lic.
X. b Mar 28, 1809 in Oneida Co., N.Y. To St. Ch.
in Mar, 1840. Mar'd Jan 30, 1845 to

Isabella (Thom), b Mar 20, 1813 in Aberdeen, Scot. To St.
Ch. in 1849. Cong. Ch. y

BEECHER, Mrs. Helen L. (Roe). Wid of Rev. John S.
Beecher; missionary to Burmah, India. b Feb 19, 1820;d
Oct 22, 1866; res se cor of E 6th and Adams st. b Apr
1 g, 1829 in Middletown, Teasdale, Eng. Mar'd Mar 27,
1856. To St. Ch. in Apr, 1868. Bap. Children:—

Helen M., b Sep 10, 1858 in Bassein, Burmah, India. Wife
of Rev. Emil Bary, Kenosha, Wis.

Flora Eliza, b Feb 2%, 1860 in Bassein, India. Bap.

Mary S., b Dec 6, 1861 in Bassein, India. Bap.

Florence E., b Mar 26, 1864 in Bassein, India. Bap.

BELYEA, Wm. T. Ret, far; res s¢ cor W Main and 4&1’:
st. Ind. No Lic. X, b Apr 13, 1812 in St. Johns, N.

MB. JTo ISt. Cl;; in )IS%S.F Mar'd jn; 21, 1831 tooh T
ary J. (In am), eb 20, 1814 in St. n . B.
F!ee M(ethg.nChlldren — ' * i

Jerusha A, b May 18, 1832; d Feb 18, 1853. Wife of Isaac

Eli‘:Q Ostrall’n;ier.

beth, b July 31, 1834. Wife of P. S. Garten, Elgin.

{{ohn Z., b Aug 2,1837; d Nov 23, 1863.
hoda A., b July 11, 1842. Wife of L. Clark, Alpha, Fay-
ette Co., Iowa.

Charles F., b Sep 19, 1
Hanhah M., wlrg o?' E.B#Phlllipo, St. Ch. (see).

William T., b Dec 12, 1849; res in Leadville, Col.
Susan, b Jan g, 1852. Wife of L. Tefft, Elgin.

KANE COUNTY HISTORY bt

Edward E. Harvey was an honored pioneer lawyer of Elgin, who volun-
teered at the breaking out of the war with Mexico and gave his life for the
country during that struggle.

Paul R. Wright, a native of Oneida county, New York, moved to Iili-
nois in 1837, when cighteen years of age. He taught school five years, and
during that time studied law. In 1844 he entered the office of E. E. Harvey,
at Elgin, was admitted to the bar a year later, and opened an office in that
place. In 1856 he was chosen circuit clerk on the Fremont ticket and removed
to Geneva, At the expiration of his term he resumed practice, but moved
in 1862 to a farm in Union county, and thence in 1874 to Jonesboro, where
he again entered practice.

Charles H. Morgan, the first judge of the Elgin court of common pleas,
became subsequently a United States judge in one of the territories, and was
a very able lawyer. His residence was also at Elgin,

Edmund Gifford, one of the early lawyers of Elgin, was well and favor-
ably known for his legal ability, and became in after years a judge at New
Orleans, Louisiana

William D. Barry, who had been admitted to the bar in Henry county,
Ohio, in 1836, located at St. Charles in the spring of 1840, and is now the
oldest practicing lawyer in Kane county. Although nearly eighty years of
age he continues in the field, the weight of years, however, rendering it im-
possible for him to transact the amount of business he was accustomed to in
the palmy days of his practice. He was long judge of the Kane county court.
During the early days of his residence here he conducted many hard criminal
trials, among them being the defense of Taylor Driscoll, of Ogle county, for
the alleged murder of one Campbell during the dark days of horse stealing
and kindred crimes.  Driscoll was tried at Woodstick, Mcllenry county, on
a change of venue, and through Judge Barry's efforts acquitted

Joseph W. Churchill, a young resident of Batavia, was one of the first
lawyers in the county. In 1837 he was chosen to a position on the board of
county commissioners, and was otherwise prominent

A good story of practice in the early days was related a number of years
since by Henry B. Peirce, now deceased. It seems that Churchill's estimate
of his own ability was very great. A, M. Herrington, whom everybody knew
most familiarly as “Gus," was then a law student in the office of Ralph
Haskins, Esq., at Geneva, and had access to the latter’s fine library. He had
picked up many points in law, and was especially familiar with the decisions
and opinions in “Coleman on Contracts.”  He had been engaged to try his
first case before Squire MeNair, in Blackberry precinet, one in which suit had
been brought for breach of contract. He took along his book, but hid it under
a fence before entering the judicial presence.  He had walked from Geneva,
carrying his brogans over his shoulder until he had nearly reached his desti-
nation, when he stopped and put them on. The aforesaid Churchill was
opposed to “Gus” in the case, After the evidence was heard Herrington
climed a verdict by virtue of the law, which he quoted after bringing his
authority into court, Churchill claimed the case for the plaintiff, stating that
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| THis Andenture Witnesset§, m we ronor,.

ﬂ'ﬁ,w @ I{a&néar/ (o awidsurens)
AA’ A{ 6{1 AMI/ ..in the County of . ﬂ;m.l/ and State of J//u.w:.!/
for and in consideration of the sum of 214, detlar el rf/u -rrr/ condidenaticny DOLLARS

in hand paid, CONVEY5 and WARRANTD=to s
’unzct é,éu./c'r/ ( l‘/zz Laur/lpfl/‘* / y-/ (] Oty ,r/)

m%_:%ﬂ‘wff/&ﬂ e County of . u(;tt L 7/ — TR Cj_&,z.;urc.lf’

the following described Real Estate, to-wit:.

Lools Thr (3). Frery (4 an 7/;.}» (5 Fhech Eltvery U ,,‘—" Moravred Sertrre avidf|
é;(t L% Addilier Lo I ta 7t ; “
i One ). Twv (2) ard e (3 anw (Bleck tiner (3) ',' o ere Trrgienz ol

Jé’; %Aaé&& the Lact deeeribeed Lely /};L ru/] t[l P 7’.,,( '(/‘4/ L{."LL}_; /~ /}‘( ey #',/
g ), Lﬂ‘i/' ! [

7 _in the State of Illinois, hereby releasing and

sitnatediin the: .2, “z / At dhactis v £t County of.

waiving all rights and by virtue of the Homestead Exemjitios

Dated:this ALt day of ... . A. D, 189+

of i 1l ?.,rﬂ,u (_7 X;'.I v /:u r)/' \E,i;:
Y - sansasr .‘/_‘;:
o T, A ,,({),,,/ 4 e T
STATE OF ILLINOIS, xc/é
Aa‘qu.M L A @zfam/ el u{ Qadlic........
in and for said 2 ‘aforesaid, DO HEREHY. CERTIFY, that
/QIL“‘ @ Ko'; wndiart Cac.asridersar)
W personally known (0 e to be the same person whose name.......— £d/ ... subscribed 1o the forcgoing instrument, appeared belore
£ 32 Sl me this day in persos, and acknowledged that. he. sigoed, scaled and detivered the said instrument as dia free and voluntary

mhmudwhmmmmww waiver of the right of Homestead.

24 Al sy Kectriidrnr  a v

Given under my hand and .m‘otarﬁal._« _..seal, this. .

'\E @fm
- Netary Padic:
1

7. day of Q A APy 805 at 20 vetook - O
L _m..._gkaufﬁ Jru?){_amn/ e W.._-ancm_
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m m 'iht”dﬁ, That the Grantor, :.:. nsoae Ros o ‘\,.u',.l_ (CRasngiy ) F

A & o
BT A |

of Mf*h$mm in the County of __SN3Q05N9) and State of

for and in consideration of the sum ..r’:};lL’iu_nu hicndssd (1500 DOLLARS
in hand paid. CONVEY and WARRANT 10

hoocdan T Wkes aso

: = i i
of the! %a‘i%_ax County of_Nomarnes and State of "33
the following described Real Estate, towit:

o 2 1
Looln e Yo . cna ) X (2) Dhharss, (2) b:l\ Yrede oruastrdses. Yo

%‘k&\u Q.:t_u:%,uncl Sotary. (nsus H3Gy ) 8 X Yo hoxhiw. T asres o, filia Aaleseas
v

)
v

in the State of Ilinois, hereby releasing and
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ofthe City of Senta Paule  in the Couaty of Venturse
for.and in consideration of Hexmmuoiyx Twenty One Hundred
in band paid, CONVEY and WARRANT to

of the ity of St.Charies Yene
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situated in the

under and by virtue of the
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the heirs end 2csigns of, i
tees essurme ond epree 0
specizl sgsessments on ©

:EhiscIndenturecHlitnessethy cicte granor-, cherlea t.mnecler and Texie Mhocler,his wife,

andStateof  Oelifornie

FPrederick Resrmssen and Agnes Li.Resmussen,hic wife,

and State of I21inois, es joint tenents,but

Lots one (1] oné fwe (2) Black three (3) Original Town,now City of St.Cnerles,Iilincis.

in the State of Minois, hereby releasing and waiving all rights

of fhe State of Illinois. To,heve and fo hold the gbove
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personaliy known o me fo be the same person gwhose neme g
Joregoing instrument, appeared before me this dap in person, and acknowledged thatt he y signed, seuled and

thereln set forth, including the release and waiver of the right of Homestead.
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Iotery Public.
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No. 139919 Filed for record this 2nd. duyof June A.D,10 2£ ,at 25 uelock P M, :
Prenk B.Coorpe Recocder 3
s - - S— ’ - snemr 2 SEB prmuer o]

i}

P.O. Box 903 ¢ St. Charles, lllinois

60174 * (630) 377-6424



: rrcamnts W

ECORDED Ml
THE LoTs ON THIS PAGE FALI

N THE ~

Bl

QR. OF SEC. Twe, RG. - i t
; e oravron [ crantes | wewosnl i | STETE e e T8 R — i
_fi» /22857 594 fx”aZ % Rus & w/@m : 2 g ;/ﬂa \BAA | P 7 g1z ] 4 /%fﬂf//z_;_;_ii
1 b 20077316 70 k57 Kattea & 22 £ R Vot 06107 (Zgl2é|25] = : : ) Ers 2P 35 Y5
£t Y : 00774 677 4/3% W ./&M._u Vixsd 2227 7.14 2./ . : 6l | .. {5( sy ﬁ {
227751027 )0t oﬁ'frw kel . z B .f;,gzdz/ Y:Iu 2, M e
P0/566677) rt/bf- ¢ H 2  Lp752,
Yer567|673 151 (2 r/’ 7'/ 2P ,f/ﬁ;kv A...
202119 45704 [Oo1a, Mf.? 200y a1h o,
01052/ | 696 |13/ DWM{ «‘Jamm 9[ I Yoidox. 92 lo.1l31 2laee ¢
RIZRA AN e 1 it ¥ A7\t | digel 1
8652191780 311 *1 i’ ,_,w D g |ar Zf ‘
295406 1139 Gt | %M v uf O 21 Run |/ _»&7%#/,:1#
78] 84 e b 1:u~ﬂ-/ Kyt AR W] 5 J:pyém

N FuN S

‘ REAISN VIS 3

I . Bg0s6 ",
T ;ml,i'. Jlm!: i Wyl 7
! T s 8 : i Al th L o 2
L . o supsi Lo | my ém@&@wzbw.im%m L/ - <@ oct(l ¢
(o i B 4] leso salDa. ;S Leerch ” Ve st 47 |
s - Aaqus. 108q 2 X % &3 .\4? 80
#aq ] tant g Fi\a\\
4 a0 104g. (31 |»L 20
anq g L 1o b Ngindau 20
] S e

n1$1.‘rco
194 |51
12qtH#4 8
ings ¢

¥
CRERE (3=
PrrEs
HE
P EEaENSY

™

o 513 A

i YR ETA R

SYs0iG | iany 2ok
4 sess |1959 {Re
f S44uan 1956 Iy

gl ol L3

Yk 397 Gy 511 ¥ 6% qé
2eBonsama do

2 oa Doe 399198 ( Ak

: g»sﬂ % Doe 551355(

e}

Bi5IRSIN
; 5.
x
(o3

A saqver ase |ofeot
49-433¢| |

F
®
3
B
E
w
£

¥
N
3
4
“®
]

L3318 y5sn 51’

T 4( 4 needd an Boe 593 u’(ﬁir

= : Z - B o i apat T’“"‘l‘;{i’”‘“‘ B
' Aa, et ,.
4 ‘r-H.uJ‘u- mku‘crd)

P.O. Box 903 ¢ St. Charles, Illinois 60174 * (630) 377-6424



R SO L L S o PR At ™
. s PLAT 1€ ReCoroED INNBK. el R s :
THE LOTS ON THIS PAGE FALL IN THE
{ QR OF SFC. ___ Twe ___RG._
E
besumenr hoor bace ranTor + GraNTEE RES | WEESE | WIS T R R DescrPTIon
j‘:ss‘&u 53¢ 25y [Yda Ruannerpilos b ol | Giens e Fagion 08U 0] w.p.tww:w. |,;_{,,I, (7% - T O . P e
eS8 g by o e > Bl ot Wb thadis Nl Bark B | 88 (bl s 2 lapeis 5] | sl b EOEL A,
L tbqgbun 's“”im G B Bobdives s hans i hakis Mg« Ao T ke e sﬁ...a s L3 : s 2
190095 1582 1g Rebnt € Lnsmne + foso A B W?“»«L.wﬁ,b«rvl safulre sl |3l
idoosst 1552 tel Mwm ok o Qolont B Cloonn v o AR fslis srflsne il | 3L, J d/(&ms:‘l’ ~-,.(z;} pwu) 4
%Aﬂusz Jeeyiazg m e T o o B Wy e TS I O I I o .
43184 1667 457 4t -t’..z amt Q. Broury Qeblinet 7 v _&l.__FM 4 sy #8.0 ewl L |3 [ Ly A A
_i743785 1061 is8 a ; ity 7 Smn, R ST 00 G 3 T4 FL gt (3 | o
3 8 W |! { . %:‘: ! ffg v s H i . V‘L“;.:%mﬂm . %
raqo 1+MKM. o, Ueanten Lo o Goons. | e Psetagiessl 0t Lo | T T s
“AW‘\ ‘“"‘Q*;m:“ ,,_}mm" H iset . L3l v VI M P
n“lmo Awns fidhatdia ¢ fr [ 5 R AP 1eose! 3.1 SN N ttief, uﬁrdu'ldﬁ'kllfa 594
’"‘i”’ Chostens Dast 44, T oo 3«4&9L £e8 ;373. 59 (g e €5 PR AN e t;z, s
e (Bt of Neaiit 47 WDasy | Miead, - iR AN TRTE B # PP wter ol G
194706 l2coq a2 Myw gt 5. Suirmmaen s A |Ref10 ot 1Y o 20 : 7{ ENCF SR 1786 po-po¥
il /o /2823|227 3/7?&, & hurpsbal  Fred K. Cileons ¥ funr . YIW0 Lol a¢ iF eris L0k S TR Usra of. 4 zl-«a,_&d
Ll fe rgven| aaadarp Fasa: v S . S hirle J-.rm’..xd....;__hﬁ,v brav_3. .t Pracl b NA ] 1 . !
Lty 994253z WAMCWM Lk Mirioinls Wislod Mtledls_10d }«.uu 9 ifatyis c;'ut;.-.....z; dum..o_...l_ .
RS Chearch N SO SO (o o g Effn ot Kbl bt naet]
: 1 ibe 4] [ 'A"pillfaz)bl.&f,z‘)m‘?&{ﬁa?ﬂb
3 2l i 841 o #s8,
2743|315 :&.t.,j»wzmmmwdb Ok Pirsrinte Initt Wtk A y

Vil iy o A gy |
,;m.zafe fol )l
doea 217 Bk o
ot i 247205 Bodunsibins fechodd,
: »&23.7.7/,?.5/9,__ L.

it LIS R ,fmiffm‘flxmm
A ZA d%ﬁff&%l&w Yot &W»%Mﬂw

_it charder ol Caans |

e NS
A : | Finits Myeth, 1'*M»+ - . - g
Fradanichs 5 rh i, A&/‘wm 7\'»&.,.;: 2 Out 27|94, i
KR bt Hrbank |, 2o | kS
Mo fota | k N ! 5 T
s B : ES v 4 i TPzl iR e ;
2. i e . 2h. >, } h-ax, (¥4 ¥ PR R e
UF a0 %Miﬁr[ : A, (2 4 DR TR NS P74 : t ks .)*Z'M;‘ St gl
Ohmitecsof i feas (B30 : @Als,t;]ul‘,l‘iji Bt oslzg] . {_ tl2]s J?.@N/J “Poil..

o B Lode
5 Fea !l’i?' /.}Fo, |
il e 9% T -

P.O. Box 903 ¢ St. Charles, Illinois 60174 * (630) 377-6424



