
CITY OF ST. CHARLES 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

KIMBERLY MALAY, CHAIR 
WEDNESDAY, August 6, 2025 – 7:00 P.M. 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
2 E. MAIN ST., ST. CHARLES, IL 60174 

 
 

1. Call to Order 
 
2. Roll Call 

 
3. Approval of Agenda 

 
4. Presentation of minutes of the July 16, 2025 meeting 

5. Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) applications 

a. 12 N 3rd Street 
b. 406 S 3rd Avenue 
c. 13 S 2nd Street 

 
6. Grant Applications 

a. 304 Chestnut Avenue 

7. Landmark Applications 

a. Public Hearing: 801 Indiana Street “Eliza Caustin House” 

b. Public Hearing: 608-612 State Avenue “Col. Edward J Baker” 

8. Preliminary Reviews- Open forum for questions or presentation of preliminary concepts to 
the Commission for feedback 

a. 303 E Main Street 
 

9. Other Commission Business 
  
10. Public Comment 

 
11. Additional Business and Observations from Commissioners or Staff 
 

a. Pottawatomie District – How do we want to move forward? 
 
12. Meeting Announcements: August 20, 2025 

13. Adjournment 
 

ADA Compliance 
Any individual with a disability requesting a reasonable accommodation in order to participate in a public meeting should contact 
the ADA Coordinator, Jennifer McMahon, at least 48 hours in advance of the scheduled meeting. The ADA Coordinator can be 
reached in person at 2 East Main Street, St. Charles, IL, via telephone at (630) 377 4446 or 800 526 0844 (TTY), or via e-mail at 
jmcmahon@stcharlesil.gov. Every effort will be made to allow for meeting participation. Notices of this meeting were posted 
consistent with the requirements of 5 ILCS 120/1 et seq. (Open Meetings Act). 

mailto:jmcmahon@stcharlesil.gov


CITY OF ST. CHARLES 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

KIMBERLY MALAY, CHAIR 
WEDNESDAY, July 16, 2025 – 7:00 P.M. 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
2 E. MAIN ST., ST. CHARLES, IL 60174 

 
 
Members Present: Smunt, Kessler, Pretz, Rice, Malay 

   
Members Absent: None 

 
Also Present:  Emma Field, City Planner 
 

1. Call to Order 
Ms. Malay called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. 

 
2. Roll Call 

 
Ms. Emma Field called Roll with 5 members present.  There was a quorum. 
 

3. Approval of Agenda 
 
Next meeting announcement date changed to August 6, 2025 
Item 9a. Barry House Update added 

 
A motion was made by Dr. Smunt and seconded by Ms. Rice with a unanimous voice vote to 
approve the amended agenda. 

 
4. Presentation of minutes of the June 18, 2025 meeting 
 Mr. Kessler requested a change to Item #9 referencing the spelling of Colonel Baker. 
 
A motion was made by Dr. Smunt and seconded by Mr. Kessler with a unanimous voice 
vote to approve the amended Minutes.  
 
5. Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) applications 

a. 515 State Street 
Mr. Steve Mendel, property owner, presented an application to replace the front porch and 
steps. 
 
Commission discussed the architectural style of home, concluding it is National Style. 
 
The commission and property owner discussed proper historically correct construction 
details of the flooring on the porch. The decking of the porch should be run perpendicular 
to the building. 
 
 
 
 



A motion was made by Dr. Smunt and seconded by Mr. Kessler with a unanimous voice vote 
to approve the COA contingent upon floor planks be orientated perpendicular to front 
elevation and framing modification to allow for perpendicular planks, stair rail system to be 
changed to duplicate that of the upper railing, and framed lattice under porch, using 102 S 
11th Street as a guide of design for 515 State Street. 

 
b. 219 S 4th Street Unit 3 

Ms. Marie Legenski, property owner, presented an application for vinyl window 
replacement with a 6 over 6 pattern for her home at 219 S 4th Street. 
Commission suggested using fiberglass windows rather than vinyl because fiberglass is a 
more structurally sound unit which will last longer and is paintable, but Commission 
would not oppose the use of vinyl in this building. 
 

A motion was made by Dr. Smunt and seconded by Ms. Rice with a unanimous voice vote to 
approve the COA as presented for 219 S 4th Street, Unit 3. 
 

c. 211 S 4th Street Unit 3 
Mr. Michael Fagiano, property owner, presented an application for vinyl replacement 
windows and patio door at his home at 211 S 4th Street. 
 
Dr. Smunt stated as long as they are matching the existing architecture he will support. 

 
A motion was made by Dr. Smunt and seconded by Mr. Kessler with a unanimous voice vote 
to approve the COA as presented for 211 S 4th Street, Unit 3. 
 

d. 218 Indiana Street 
Mr. David Schonback, property owner, presented application to change siding from 4 x 
10 sheets of James Hardi siding to LP SmartSide Expert Finish Nickel Gap siding. 
 
The Commission discussed design options presented and made suggestions on the width 
of the frieze board and corner boards. Commission suggested adding a half circle sunburst  
decorative feature inside the gable in front of building.  

 
A motion was made by Mr. Kessler and seconded by Mr. Pretz with a unanimous voice vote 
to approve the COA, Option 1 presented, contingent upon using a 1 x 10 frieze board under 
soffit wrapping entire building, 1 x 6 corner boards on all 4 corners of building, 1 x 6 
pilasters on west side of building and ½ circle element inside the gable for 218 Indiana Street. 
 

e. 104 E Main Street 
 Ms. Sheri Greenhagel and Ms. Brynn Greenhagel, business owner, presented an 
application to add a 12-square-foot wall sign to the front of the building and a projecting 
banner sign to the front of the building. 

 
 Commission discussed the painting of the brick on the building and the proposed signs. 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Kessler and seconded by Dr. Smunt, with a unanimous voice vote 
to approve the COA as presented for 104 E Main Street. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
f. 17 N 2nd Avenue 

Ms. Nancy Knapp, property owner, presented an application to replace the sign with a 
new 16 square foot wooden sign with stained glass panels. 
 
 
The Commission discussed construction materials and made suggestions for alternate 
materials. 

 
A motion was made by Mr. Pretz and seconded by Dr. Smunt with a unanimous voice vote to 
approve the COA as presented for 17 N 2nd Avenue. 
 
6. Grant Applications 

 None. 
 

7. Landmark Applications 
a. 608-612 State Avenue 

Mr. Pretz presented history of the building and previous owners. It was determined 
building is of circa 1887, built between 1855 and 1889.   
 
Commission discussed the naming options of the property. 

Mr. Pretz made a motion to set a Public Hearing date of August 6, 2025, seconded by Dr. 
Smunt with a unanimous voice vote to recommend. 

8. Preliminary Reviews- Open forum for questions or presentation of preliminary concepts to 
the Commission for feedback 

Ms. Emma Field, City Planner, opened discussion on murals in the City. Community 
Development is deciding what section of the code the mural ordinance should be put in. 

Commission discussed options for temporary and permanent murals in the City. 
 

9. Other Commission Business 
 

Mr. Pretz asked if City Council has made a decision on the outcome of the Barry House.  
Ms. Malay stated the decision has been moved to August 4 City Council Meeting. Ms. 
Malay added a decision has not been made yet.  
 
The Commission discussed the costs and options of moving the Barry House to a new 
location and options for salvaging what could be saved from the home. 

   
10. Public Comment 

 
Al Watts, Preservation Partners, shared updates to the Commission on the work of 
Preservation Partners. 

 
11. Additional Business and Observations from Commissioners or Staff 

 
A Public notice has been sent out for 801 Indiana Avenue and 608-612 State Avenue. 
 
Mr. Kessler brought up the importance of having an architect on the Commission. Ms. Malay 
added she had mentioned it is important that perspective Historic Commission members 



attend a meeting prior to their nomination.  
 

12. Meeting Announcements: Historic Preservation Commission meeting Wednesday, 
August 6, 2025 at 7:00 P.M. 

13. Adjournment 
With no further business to discuss, the meeting adjourned at 9:18 P.M. 



 HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION  

AGENDA ITEM EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Agenda Item 

Title/Address: 
COA: 12 N 3rd St 

Significance: Non-Contributing 

Petitioner: Karen Dodge 

 Project Type: Signs 

             

PUBLIC HEARING 

 
 

MEETING 

8/6/2025 
X 

Agenda Item Category: 

 Preliminary Review   Grant  

X Certificate of Appropriateness (COA)  Other Commission Business 

 Landmark/District Designation  Commission Business 

Attached Documents: Additional Requested Documents:  

COA application, sign renderings  

Project Description: 

•  The exterior renovation for this property came through HPC on 6/18 and now is coming back 

for signs.  

• Awnings on the west side will be removed. A wall sign and projecting sign will be added to the 

west side.  

Staff Comments:  

There are three sides to the projecting sign. The text “Rec Haus” which will face both north and south 

and the text “Games Drafts Cocktails Food”  will face west.   

Recommendation / Suggested Action: 

 

• Provide feedback and recommendation on approval of the COA 

 













 HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION  

AGENDA ITEM EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Agenda Item 

Title/Address: 
COA: 406 S 3rd Ave 

Significance: Landmark 

Petitioner: Thierry and Valerie Lagueux 

 Project Type: Pavilion 

             

PUBLIC HEARING 

 
 

MEETING 

8/6/2025 
X 

Agenda Item Category: 

 Preliminary Review   Grant  

X Certificate of Appropriateness (COA)  Other Commission Business 

 Landmark/District Designation  Commission Business 

Attached Documents: Additional Requested Documents:  

COA application, plans  

Project Description: 

•  Requesting to install a pavilion as part of a larger landscape project in the rear yard.  

Staff Comments:  

 

Recommendation / Suggested Action: 

 

• Provide feedback and recommendation on approval of the COA 

 





12’ x 14’ MERIDIAN GAZEBO 
with ALUMINUM ROOF

Installation and Operating Instructions – YM11772

Yardistry – North America
Toll Free Customer Support: 1.888.509.4382

info@yardistrystructures.com
www.yardistrystructures.com

Yardistry / Selwood Products – Europe
Customer Support: +44 1284 852569

parts@selwoodproducts.com
www.selwoodproducts.com

Revised 09-11-2018

HEIGHT:
10’3” / 3.124m

14’ 1”
4.29 m

12’ 1”
3.69 m
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 HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION  

AGENDA ITEM EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Agenda Item 

Title/Address: 
COA: 13 S 2nd Street 

Significance: Contributing 

Petitioner: Ruthie Lehmann 

 Project Type: Sign/Mural 

             

PUBLIC HEARING 

 
 

MEETING 

8/6/2025 
X 

Agenda Item Category: 

 Preliminary Review   Grant  

X Certificate of Appropriateness (COA)  Other Commission Business 

 Landmark/District Designation  Commission Business 

Attached Documents: Additional Requested Documents:  

COA application, plans  

Project Description: 

•  Requesting to put up a painted sign and mural on the building at 13 S 2nd St. The mural is for 

the Kayla Foundation project.  

Staff Comments:  

Sue McDowell from the St. Charles Arts Council will be presenting as they deal with public art artists 

frequently. She will present how they coordinate mural painting as mural upkeep. She will also present 

how the plan for the upkeep of the mural over the years.  

 

Recommendation / Suggested Action: 

 

• Provide feedback and recommendation on approval of the COA 

 





 





 HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION  
AGENDA ITEM EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Agenda Item 
Title/Address: Façade Grant: 304 Chestnut Avenue 

Significance: Non-contributing 

Petitioner: Paul 
 Project Type: Windows 
             

PUBLIC HEARING 
 

 MEETING 
8/6/2025 X 

Agenda Item Category: 

 Preliminary Review  X Grant  

 Certificate of Appropriateness (COA)  Other Commission Business 

 Landmark/District Designation  Commission Business 

Attached Documents: Additional Requested Documents:  
Quote, brochure, window condition, application, 
larger project description and elevations, 
architectural survey 

 

Project Description: 
 

• Requesting a residential façade grant for windows. 
• Windows are Marvin Ultimate Series (see scope of work for more detail). 
• 50 % reimbursement for: Improvement and Installation of wood windows, up to $5,000.  
• A COA came through for the larger exterior project on 8/21/2024. 

Staff Comments:  
 Pages 3-7 are showing what was approved per the COA last year.  
 
Recommendation / Suggested Action: 

 
• Provide feedback and recommendations 

 







































 HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION  
AGENDA ITEM EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Agenda Item 
Title/Address: 

Eligibility of Property for Landmark Designation: 
801 Indiana Ave 

Significance: N/A 

Petitioner: Steve Leffler 
 Project Type: Landmark 
            PUBLIC HEARING 

8/6/2025 X MEETING 
8/6/2025 X 

Agenda Item Category: 

 Preliminary Review   Grant  

 Certificate of Appropriateness (COA)  Other Commission Business 

X Landmark/District Designation  Commission Business 

Attached Documents: Additional Requested Documents:  
Application  

Project Description: 

A landmark nomination has been submitted for the structure located at 801 Indiana Ave. The style is 
Gothic Revival.  

Conduct a Public Hearing to determine eligibility of the property. 
 

Staff Comments:  
 

Recommendation / Suggested Action: 
Conduct the public hearing and close if all testimony has been taken. 
The landmark recommendation is listed on the meeting agenda for consideration after the public 
hearing is closed. 

 



 City of St. Charles, Illinois 
 

Historic Preservation Commission Resolution No. 5-2025 
 

A Resolution Recommending Approval for Landmark Designation 
(801 Indiana Avenue) 

 
 

WHEREAS, per Section 17.32.060 of the St. Charles Zoning Ordinance, it is the 

responsibility of the St. Charles Historic Preservation Commission to evaluate applications 

for Landmark Designation and to make recommendations to the City Council regarding 

them; and 

      WHEREAS, the Historic Preservation Commission has reviewed the application 

for designation of 801 Indiana Ave. and hereby finds that the Landmark nomination meets 

one or more of the criteria for Landmark Designation listed in Section 17.32.060.C of the 

St. Charles Zoning Ordinance based on the historical and architectural significance as 

described in the following findings: 

 
 
1. That the property has character, interest or value which is part of the development, 

heritage or cultural character of the community, county or nation.   
             
 This home was built by the neighboring John Long family. The home uses locally 

quarried limestone which is typical of other buildings in the same area. The owners Eliza 
Caustin and her husband were tenant farmers on Ira Minard’s property.  

  
 
4. The structure embodies distinguishing characteristics of an architectural style 

valuable for the study of a period, type, method of construction, or use of indigenous 
materials.  
 
The home is gothic revival with simple stylist features. Some of the features include 
decorative vergeboards and small roof hood over doors and windows on the northside. 
Local stone limestone was used for the foundation and exterior walls. 

 
10.  Property is suitable for preservation and restoration. 
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Resolution No. 12-2024 
Page 2 
 

 
 
 NOW THEREFORE, be it resolved by the St. Charles Historic Preservation Commission to 

recommend to the City Council that the property know as 801 Indiana Avenue, as legally described 

in Exhibit “A”, be designated as a Landmark, and that it be referred to as the “Eliza Caustin House” 

circa 1855. 

Roll Call Vote:  
Ayes:  
Nays:  
Absent:  
Abstain: 
 
 PASSED, this 6th day of August, 2025 
 
 
 ___________________________ 
 Chairman                    
 











































































 HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION  
AGENDA ITEM EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Agenda Item 
Title/Address: 

Eligibility of Property for Landmark Designation: 
608-612 Indiana 

Significance: N/A 

Petitioner: Heather Corcoran 
 Project Type: Landmark 
            PUBLIC HEARING 

8/6/2025 X MEETING 
8/6/2025 X 

Agenda Item Category: 

 Preliminary Review   Grant  

 Certificate of Appropriateness (COA)  Other Commission Business 

X Landmark/District Designation  Commission Business 

Attached Documents: Additional Requested Documents:  
Application  

Project Description: 

A landmark nomination has been submitted for the structure located at 608-612 State Ave. The style is 
colonial revival.  

Conduct a Public Hearing to determine eligibility of the property. 
 

Staff Comments:  
 

Recommendation / Suggested Action: 
Conduct the public hearing and close if all testimony has been taken. 
The landmark recommendation is listed on the meeting agenda for consideration after the public 
hearing is closed.  

 



 City of St. Charles, Illinois 
 

Historic Preservation Commission Resolution No. 6-2025 
 

A Resolution Recommending Approval for Landmark Designation 
(608-612 State Street) 

 
 

WHEREAS, per Section 17.32.060 of the St. Charles Zoning Ordinance, it is the 

responsibility of the St. Charles Historic Preservation Commission to evaluate applications 

for Landmark Designation and to make recommendations to the City Council regarding 

them; and 

      WHEREAS, the Historic Preservation Commission has reviewed the application 

for designation of 608-612 State Street. and hereby finds that the Landmark nomination 

meets one or more of the criteria for Landmark Designation listed in Section 17.32.060.C of 

the St. Charles Zoning Ordinance based on the historical and architectural significance as 

described in the following findings: 

 
 
1. That the property has character, interest or value which is part of the development, 

heritage or cultural character of the community, county or nation.   
             
 The home was owned by Henry Rockwell, two time mayor of St Charles and father to 

Harriet Rockwell. Harriet and Col. Edward J Baker lived here for 38 years until Harriet’s 
death.  

 
3. The property is identified with a person who significantly contributed to the 

development of the community, county, state, or nation.  
 

This house is identified with Col. Edward J and Harriet Rockwell Baker. Harriet’s father, 
Henry Rockwell, was the mayor twice in St Charles’s history.  

 
6.  That the property is included on the Illinois and or National Register of Historic 

Places. 
 

efield
Typewritten Text
DRAFT FOR REVIEW



Resolution No. 12-2024 
Page 2 
 

 There are several examples of leaded glass on the homes that were popular between 
1880-1910.  

 
10.  Property is suitable for preservation and restoration.  
 
 The current structure is representative of the original architecture.  
 NOW THEREFORE, be it resolved by the St. Charles Historic Preservation Commission to 

recommend to the City Council that the property know as 608-612 State Street, as legally described 

in Exhibit “A”, be designated as a Landmark, and that it be referred to as the “Col. Edward J Baker” 

circa 1887. 

Roll Call Vote:  
Ayes:  
Nays:  
Absent:  
Abstain: 
 
 
 PASSED, this 18th day of September, 2024 
 
 
 ___________________________ 
 Chairman                    
 





































































































 HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION  
AGENDA ITEM EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Agenda Item 
Title/Address: COA: 303 E Main Street 

Significance: Non-Contributing 

Petitioner: Lisa Norris 
 Project Type: Signs and Exterior Renovations 
             

PUBLIC HEARING 
 

 MEETING 
8/6/2025 X 

Agenda Item Category: 

X Preliminary Review   Grant  

 Certificate of Appropriateness (COA)  Other Commission Business 

 Landmark/District Designation  Commission Business 

Attached Documents: Additional Requested Documents:  
Renderings, windows brochure  

Project Description: 

•  Requesting feedback to do the following to the exterior of the building: staining brick, 
replacing railing at back entry, adding cantilevered overhangs at front and back of building, 
adding pergola for shaded area at the back of the building, and replacing windows with new 
blacked framed windows from Cardinal Glass.  

Staff Comments:  
 

Recommendation / Suggested Action: 
 

• Provide feedback and recommendation on approval of the COA 
 





303 E Main St.

Photo taken 10/21



303 E Main St.

Southwest Elevation 
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