
Agenda 
City of St. Charles 

Liquor Control Commission Meeting 
Monday, August 18, 2025, 4:30 PM 

2 E. Main Street 

1. Call to Order.

2. Roll Call.

3. Motion to accept and place on file minutes of the Liquor Control Commission meeting 
held on June 16, 2025.

4. Recommendation to approve a proposal for an F-2 Liquor License Application for
IH Cigar, LLC, dba The Idle Hour, located at 11 S. 2nd Ave, St. Charles.

5. Recommendation to approve a proposal for a C-4 Liquor License Application for
Rec Haus, located at 12 N. 3rd St, St. Charles.

6. Recommendation to approve a proposal for a C-3 Liquor License Application for HHB, 
LLC, dba Simple EJ’s Kitchen and Tap, located at 300 N. Kirk Rd, St. Charles.

7. Public Comment.

8. Executive Session (5 ILCS 120/2 (c)(4).

9. Adjournment.

ADA Compliance 
Any individual with a disability requesting a reasonable accommodation in order to participate in a public meeting 
should contact the ADA Coordinator, Jennifer McMahon, at least 48 hours in advance of the scheduled meeting. The 
ADA Coordinator can be reached in person at 2 East Main Street, St. Charles, IL, via telephone at (630) 377 4446 or 
800 526 0844 (TTY), or via e-mail at jmcmahon@stcharlesil.gov.  Every effort will be made to allow for meeting 
participation.  Notices of this meeting were posted consistent with the requirements of 5 ILCS 120/1 et seq. (Open 
Meetings Act). 

mailto:jmcmahon@stcharlesil.gov


 
Minutes 

City of St. Charles 
Liquor Control Commission Meeting 

Monday, June 16, 2025, 4:30 PM 
2 E. Main Street 

 
1. Call to Order. 

  The meeting was called to order by Chair Hull at 4:30 p.m. 
 

2. Roll Call. 
  Present: Ald. Gehm, Ald. Pietryla Absent: None 

 
3. Motion by Pietryla, second by Gehm to accept and place on file minutes of the Liquor 

Control Commission meeting held on May 19, 2025. 
 
Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Ald. Gehm, Ald. Pietryla. Absent: None. Abstain: None.        
Commissioner Hull did not vote as chair. 
Motion Carried 

 
4. Motion by Gehm, second by Pietryla to accept and hold the minutes of the executive 

session held on May 19, 2025. 
 
Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Ald. Gehm, Ald. Pietryla. Absent: None. Abstain: None. 
Commissioner Hull did not vote as chair. 
Motion Carried 

 
5. Recommendation to approve a proposal for Sound Amplification Permit, Class E-4 

Temporary Liquor License, parking lot and road closure for Pollyanna’s Blues and Brews 
on the Fox 2025. 

 
Acting Chief Majewski presented this recommendation. 
 
Motion by Gehm, second by Pietryla to approve a proposal for Sound Amplification 
Permit, Class E-4 Temporary Liquor License, parking lot and road closure for 
Pollyanna’s Blues and Brews on the Fox 2025. 
 
Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Ald. Gehm, Ald. Pietryla. Absent: None. Abstain: None. 
Commissioner Hull did not vote as chair. 
Motion Carried 

 
6. Recommendation to approve a recommendation of an Ordinance Amending Title 5 

“Business License and Regulations”, Chapter 5.08 “Alcoholic Beverages”; Section 
5.08.090 “License Classifications” of the St. Charles Municipal Code. 

 
Acting Chief Majewski presented this recommendation.  

 



Motion by Pietryla, second by Gehm to approve a recommendation of an Ordinance 
Amending Title 5 “Business License and Regulations”, Chapter 5.08 “Alcoholic 
Beverages”; Section 5.08.090 “License Classifications” of the St. Charles Municipal 
Code. 

 
Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Ald. Gehm, Ald. Pietryla. Absent: None. Abstain: None. 
Commissioner Hull did not vote as chair. 
Motion Carried 

 
7. Recommendation to approve an Ordinance Amending Title 5 “Business Licenses and 

Regulations”, Chapter 5.08 “Alcoholic Beverages”; Sections 5.08.090 “License 
Classifications” and 5.08.100 “License Fees; Late Night Permit Fees; Fees Established” 
of the St. Charles Municipal Code. 

 
Acting Chief Majewski presented this recommendation. 
 
Motion by Pietryla, second by Gehm to approve a recommendation of Ordinance 
Amending Title 5 “Business Licenses and Regulations”, Chapter 5.08 “Alcoholic 
Beverages”; Sections 5.08.090 “License Classifications” and 5.08.100 “License Fees; 
Late Night Permit Fees; Fees Established” of the St. Charles Municipal Code. 
 
Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Ald. Gehm, Ald. Pietryla. Absent: None. Abstain: None. 
Commissioner Hull did not vote as chair. 
Motion Carried 

 
8. Recommendation to approve an Ordinance Amending Title 5 “Business Licenses and 

Regulations”, Chapter 5.09 “Video Gaming”, Section 5.09.020 “Video Gaming Allowed” 
of the St. Charles Municipal Code. 

 
Acting Chief Majewski presented this recommendation. 

 
Motion by Pietryla, second by Gehm to approve a recommendation of an Ordinance 
Amending Title 5 “Business Licenses and Regulations”, Chapter 5.09 “Video Gaming”, 
Section 5.09.020 “Video Gaming Allowed” of the St. Charles Municipal Code. 

Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Ald. Gehm, Ald. Pietryla. Absent: None. Abstain: None. 
Commissioner Hull did not vote as chair. 
Motion Carried 

 
9. Recommendation to approve a proposal for an A-4 Liquor License application for 345 

North Ave, LLC, dba Brother Chimp Brewing, located at 303 N 4th St., St. Charles. 
 
Acting Chief Majewski presented this recommendation. 

 

 



Motion by Gehm, second by Pietryla to approve a proposal for an A-4 Liquor License 
application for 345 North Ave, LLC, dba Brother Chimp Brewing, located at 303 N 4th 
St., St. Charles. 

Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Ald. Gehm, Ald. Pietryla. Absent: None. Abstain: None. 
Commissioner Hull did not vote as chair. 
Motion Carried 

 
10. Recommendation to approve a proposal for a 2 A.M. Late-Night Permit for Saint 

Charles Sports, LLC, d/b/a El Santo Grill and Cantina located at 3615 E. Main St., St. 
Charles, IL. 

 
  Acting Chief Majewski presented this recommendation. 
 
Motion by Pietryla, second by Gehm to approve a proposal for a 2 A.M. Late-Night 
Permit for Saint Charles Sports, LLC, d/b/a El Santo Grill and Cantina located at 3615 
E. Main St., St. Charles, IL. 

 
Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Ald. Gehm, Ald. Pietryla. Absent: None. Abstain: None. 
Commissioner Hull did not vote as chair. 
Motion Carried 

 
11. Public Comment - None 

  
12. Executive Session (5 ILCS 120/2 (c)(4) - None 

 
13. Adjournment. 

 
  Motion by Gehm, second by Pietryla to adjourn the meeting at 4:49 pm. 
 
Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Ald. Gehm, Ald. Pietryla. Absent: None. Abstain: None.  
Commissioner Hull did not vote as chair. 
Motion Carried 

 
:ms 

 
 
 



AGENDA ITEM EXECUTIVE SUMMARY Agenda Item number:  4 

Title: 
Recommendation to approve a proposal for an F-2 Liquor 
License Application for IH Cigar, LLC, dba The Idle Hour, located 
at 11 S. 2nd Ave, St. Charles 

Presenter: Acting Police Chief Rich Clark 

Meeting:  Liquor Control Commission     Date: August 18, 2025 

Proposed Cost: Budgeted Amount:  $ Not Budgeted:     ☐
TIF District:  Choose an item. 
Executive Summary (if not budgeted, please explain): 

IH Cigar, LLC, dba The Idle Hour, located at 11 S. 2nd Avenue, is requesting approval of an F-2 liquor 
license application for their business. 

Attachments (please list): 
Liquor License 

Recommendation/Suggested Action (briefly explain): 
Recommendation to approve a proposal for an F-2 Liquor License Application for IH Cigar, LLC, dba 
The Idle Hour, located at 11 S. 2nd Avenue, St. Charles. 



Memo 
Date: 8/12/2025 

To: Clint Hull, Mayor-Liquor Commissioner 

From: Rich Clark, Deputy Chief of Police 

Police Department 

ST. CHARLES 
�INCi' 1 1 ,·, 

Re: Background Investigation- IH Cigar, LLC., dba The Idle Hour, 11 S. 2nd Ave., St. Charles 

(Class F-2 / BYOB) 

The purpose of this memorandum is to document and forward to your attention the 

results of the background investigation conducted by members of the St. Charles Police 

Department concerning the above-mentioned establishment. 

The Idle Hour will be located at 11 S. 2nd Ave, which is currently under complete 

renovation. The owners, Christopher Curren and Curtis Hurst, plan to open sometime in 

late October ta early November of 2025. The business will operate as both a cigar 

lounge and cigar retail establishment. Additionally, patrons will be able to bring in their 

own sealed alcohol to consume on-site while socializing. No alcohol wilt be stored on­

site. 

The site location/floor plans and the corresponding application materials were reviewed 

by my staff. We found nothing of a derogatory nature that would preclude either the 

site location or the applicant from moving forward with an on-site consumption license, 

subject to City Council approval. 

Please see the application material, floorplan and business-plan for further details. 



LIQUOR APPLICANT 

BACKGROUND CHECK LIST 

APPLICANT(S): Christopher Curran & Curtis Hurst

BUSINESS: IH Cigar LLC/dba The Idle Hour

ADDRESS: 
11 S. 2nd Ave, St. Charles

APPLICATION 

BUSINESS PLAN/FLOOR PLAN/MENU

LEASE (OR LETTER OF INTENT}

BASSET CERTIFICATE(S)

FINGERPRINTS (ALL MANAGERS)

DRAM SHOP (CERTIFICATE OF INSURANCE}

TLO 

I-CLEAR

CERTIFICATE OF NATURALIZATION (IF APPLICABLE)

POLICE RECORDS CHECK

APPLICANT'S HOMETOWN RESIDENCY LETTER

ILLINOIS LIQUOR COMMISSION

SITE VISIT 

REQUESTED 

* COMMENTS: Business is under renovation. No site visit conducted.

INVESTIGATOR ASSIGNE 

SUPERVISOR REVIEW: 

=--

•-......::...·--==--=------===--; 

COMPLETED 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

N/A 

X 

X 

X 

N/A 



, 

Memo 
Date: 08/07/2025 

To: Acting Chief Rich Clark #321 

From: Acting Deputy Chief Drew Lamela #340 

Police Department 

Re: Liquor License Background / IH Cigars, LLC dba The Idle Hour 

ST:CHARLES 
s1:-1cCfd'"i 

The purpose of this memorandum is to outline the steps taken during this background 

investigation for a liquor license application. This investigation was based on the 

application submitted for F-2 Carry-in/store liquor license for the business, The Idle 

Hour, located at 11 S. 2nd Avenue. Class F-2 Carry-in/store is an on premises license that 

shall authorize the carry-in of beer, wine or spirits into a commercial business and place 

of public accommodation in which social interaction takes place (social club) that does 

not sell alcoholic beverages, and the aforementioned items can either be securely 

stored on the premises in a secured locker or carried away. 

Applicants: 

Curren, Christopher J. 

008 

Application: 

The application was received on 07/11/2025. The application is complete to include a 

lease, menu, Certificate of Insurance (Dram Shop), floor plan and Basset Certifications. 

The Basset Certifications are for Christopher Curren and Curtis Hurst. Curtis does not 

plan on working/ serving alcohol at the establishment in any capacity. Curtis owns 25% 

of the business and will only provide financing for the business. 

A check of the Illinois Secretary of State showed IH Cigar, LLC in active status. IH Cigar, 

LLC, dba The Idle Hour was filed on 04/18/2025. 

A check of the Illinois Liquor Control Commission revealed no record of Curtis Hurst ever 

possessing an Illinois Liquor License. 

Service, Courage, Professionalism, Dedication 

' 





Applicant Interview 

On 07/16/2025, at 1000 hours, I met with Christopher Curren at the St. Charles Police 
Department reference this background investigation. Christopher signed all required 
waiver forms to allow me to complete this background investigation. 

Christopher stated The Idle Hour will be located at 11 S. 2nd Avenue in St. Charles, 

Illinois. It should be noted that on 05/07/2025, I completed a Tobacco License for 

Christopher for this location. Christopher stated that The Idle Hour will operate as both 

a cigar lounge and a cigar retail establishment. Additionally, patrons will be able to bring 

in their own alcohol to consume while socializing. 

Christopher stated that he plans to hire five additional employees along with a new 

manager. He stated that no alcohol will be stored on-site, as the business will operate 
strictly as a BYOB establishment. He noted that the business is currently undergoing a 
full renovation and is expected to open between late October and early November 
2025. Christopher also confirmed that Curtis will have no role in operating the business. 

Due to The Idle Hour being renovated, an on-site inspection was not conducted. 

This concludes this background investigation. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Acting Deputy Chief of Police Drew Lamela #340 
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AGENDA ITEM EXECUTIVE SUMMARY Agenda Item number:  5 

Title: 
Recommendation to approve a proposal for a C-4 Liquor 
License Application for Rec Haus, located at 12 N 3rd St, St. 
Charles 

Presenter: 
 
Acting Police Chief Rich Clark 
 

Meeting:  Liquor Control Commission                              Date: August 18, 2025 

Proposed Cost: 
 Budgeted Amount:  $ Not Budgeted:     ☐  

TIF District:  Choose an item. 
Executive Summary (if not budgeted, please explain): 
 
 
Rec Haus, located at 12 N 3rd Street, is requesting approval of a C-4 liquor license application for their 
business.  
 
This location was previously the Alibi Bar & Grill. 
 

Attachments (please list):  
Liquor License 
 
Recommendation/Suggested Action (briefly explain): 
Recommendation to approve a proposal for a C-4 Liquor License Application for Rec Haus, located at 
12 N 3rd Street, St. Charles. 

 



























































































































 

AGENDA ITEM EXECUTIVE SUMMARY Agenda Item number:  6 

Title: 
Recommendation to approve a proposal for a C-3 Liquor 
License Application for HHB, LLC, dba Simple EJ’s Kitchen and 
Tap, located at 300 N Kirk Rd, St. Charles 

Presenter: 
 
Acting Police Chief Rich Clark 
 

Meeting:  Liquor Control Commission                              Date: August 18, 2025 

Proposed Cost: 
 Budgeted Amount:  $ Not Budgeted:     ☐  

TIF District:  Choose an item. 
Executive Summary (if not budgeted, please explain): 
 
 
HHB, LLC, dba Simple EJ’s Kitchen and Tap, located at 300 N Kirk Road, is requesting approval of a C-3 
liquor license application for their business.  
 
This location is currently under construction. 
 

Attachments (please list):  
Liquor License 
 
Recommendation/Suggested Action (briefly explain): 
Recommendation to approve a proposal for a C-3 Liquor License Application for HHB, LLC, dba Simple 
EJ’s Kitchen and Tap, located at 300 N Kirk Road, St. Charles. 
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