
CITY OF ST. CHARLES 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

KIMBERLY MALAY, CHAIR 

WEDNESDAY, October 1, 2025 – 7:00 P.M. 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

2 E. MAIN ST., ST. CHARLES, IL 60174 

1. Call to Order

2. Roll Call

3. Approval of Agenda

4. Presentation of minutes of the September 10, 2025 meeting

5. Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) applications

a. 504 E Main Street

b. 213 S 3rd Street

6. Grant Applications

7. Landmark Applications

8. Preliminary Reviews- Open forum for questions or presentation of preliminary concepts to 
the Commission for feedback

9. Other Commission Business

a. New District update

b. New Ordinance update

10. Public Comment

11. Additional Business and Observations from Commissioners or Staff

12. Meeting Announcements: October 15, 2025

13. Adjournment

ADA Compliance 

Any individual with a disability requesting a reasonable accommodation in order to participate in a public meeting should contact 

the ADA Coordinator, Jennifer McMahon, at least 48 hours in advance of the scheduled meeting. The ADA Coordinator can be 

reached in person at 2 East Main Street, St. Charles, IL, via telephone at (630) 377 4446 or 800 526 0844 (TTY), or via e-mail at 

jmcmahon@stcharlesil.gov. Every effort will be made to allow for meeting participation. Notices of this meeting were posted 

consistent with the requirements of 5 ILCS 120/1 et seq. (Open Meetings Act). 

mailto:jmcmahon@stcharlesil.gov


 MINUTES 
CITY OF ST. CHARLES 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 2025 

Members Present: Rice, Smunt, Kessler, Pretz, Malay 

Members Absent:  

Also Present:  Emma Field, City Planner 

1. Call to Order
Ms. Malay called the meeting to order at 5:00 P.M.

2. Roll Call
Ms. Emma Field called Roll with five members present.  There was a quorum.

3. Walking tour of Pottawatomie District

a. To depart from NW Corner of 2nd Ave and Park Ave
The Commissioners took a walk around the area that will be considered for the next
Historic Preservation District. This area walked was north on N 2nd Ave to North Ave,
east on North Ave to N 3rd Ave, south on N 3rd Ave to Fulton Ave, east on Fulton Ave to
N 5th Ave, south on N 5th Ave to Park Ave, and then west on Park Ave back to N 2nd Ave.

The Commission discussed the different homes and what has been done to them over the
years. Non-contributing vs contributing vs landmarked homes were discussed. Ms. Field
said that the ratings were in the final report packet done by the consultant for the greater
Pottawatomie District. The many landmark homes in the area were noted as positive and
will help to establish a new district.

After the walk, the Commission discussed steps forward such as chatting with residents
about the new district as well as discussing with the Alderpersons to have good
communication up front on the importance of a new district. The plan is to have a
proactive approach with the Commission, City, and residents of the area.

Kelsey Shipton from Preservation Partners of the Fox Valley was in attendance and gave
her expertise of outreach and education when it comes to communicating with neighbors
and Alderpersons about a new district.

4. Adjournment
With no further business to discuss, the meeting adjourned at 6:39 P.M.



 MINUTES 
CITY OF ST. CHARLES 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 2025 

Members Present: Rice, Smunt, Kessler, Pretz, Malay 

Members Absent:  

Also Present:  Emma Field, City Planner 

1. Call to Order
Ms. Malay called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M.

2. Roll Call
Ms. Emma Field called Roll with five members present.  There was a quorum.

3. Approval of Agenda

A motion was made by Ms. Rice and seconded by Mr. Pretz with a unanimous voice vote to 
approve the agenda. 

4. Presentation of minutes of the August 20, 2025 meeting

A motion was made by Mr. Pretz and seconded by Dr. Smunt with a unanimous voice vote to 
approve the Minutes as submitted. 

5. Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) applications

a. 720 Prairie Street
Ms. Amy Petrek, property owner, presented the COA to replace elements of the front porch,
stairs, and the front basement windows on home at 720 Prairie Street.

Commission made suggestions on materials to be used on the porch and stairs. 

A motion was made by Mr. Pretz and seconded by Ms. Rice with a unanimous voice vote to 
approve the COA for 720 Prairie Street as presented.  

b. 314 W Main Street
Mr. Al Justiniano, property owner, presented the COA to replace metal stairs at 314 W
Main Street.

Commission questioned the handrail replacement and the pattern of the steps.  Mr.
Justiniano confirmed that the current handrails will be re-used, and the steps will have a
diamond plate pattern.
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Commission asked about the color of steps and cinder block sides of the steps.  Mr. 
Justiniano stated the stairs will be black and the sides will be repainted red. 

 
A motion was made by Dr. Smunt and seconded by Mr. Kessler with a unanimous voice vote 
to approve the COA for 314 W Main Street as submitted. 

 
c. 11 S 2nd Avenue 

Mr. Curt Hurst, Property Owner, presented the COA for exterior remodel at 11 S 2nd 
Avenue.  The remodel will consist of adding a staircase and door to the southwest part of 
the building, replacing windows on the west elevation of the building, removing an 
entrance door on the north part of the building, adding a new patio to replace parking 
spaces with a knee wall and a 3 foot fence, adding new fabric awnings, refurbish existing 
awnings on the north side, tuckpointing/repair brick, and adding a new door to the north 
side of the building. 
 
Commission made suggestions of adding an awning on the south side building entrance. 
Mr. Hurst responded they had talked about doing that but decided not to add at this time. 
 
Commission questioned the awning location on the east side of the building which has 
historically been the storefront. Mr. Hurst confirmed the architectural lion detail will be 
seen when patrons walk under the awning.  
 

A motion was made by Mr. Pretz and seconded by Dr. Smunt with a unanimous voice vote to 
approve the COA for 11 S 2nd Avenue as submitted. 
 

d. 216 Riverside Avenue 
Mr. Curt Hurst, Property Owner, presented the COA to add fabric awnings above the 
entrances at 216 Riverside Avenue, add a 6-foot-tall metal trash enclosure to the southeast 
corner of the lot and add handrails to the east elevation. 

 
Commission discussed the trash enclosure to be placed on the southeast corner of the 
building property, asking what color the metal will be.  Mr. Hurst stated he has not made a 
final determination on color but would like to keep it similar to the brick color of the 
building. 

 
A motion was made by Mr. Kessler and seconded by Mr. Pretz with a unanimous voice vote 
to approve the COA for 11 S 2nd Avenue as submitted. 
 
6. Grant Applications 

a. 720 Prairie Street 
Commission discussed the grant application for 720 Prairie Street, commenting this is an 
appropriate request. The homeowners are increasing the integrity of their home with this 
work.  

 
A motion was made by Dr. Smunt and seconded by Mr. Pretz with a unanimous  
voice vote to recommend approval of the grant application for 720 Prairie Street. 
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b. 304 Chestnut Avenue – change from noncontributing to contributing. 

Ms. Field opened discussion that 304 Chestnut Ave had received a grant for windows and 
had previously come in for a COA for a bigger exterior renovation project including 
windows, doors, front porch, a new dormer, railings. Looking for confirmation from 
Commission if they are okay with changing the home from noncontributing to contributing. 

Commission discussed they will decide if the home is contributing after the work is 
completed. 

A motion was made by Mr. Kessler and seconded by Ms. Rice with a unanimous voice vote to 
table discussion until work has been completed at 304 Chestnut Ave. 

7. Landmark Applications 

None. 

8. Preliminary Reviews- Open forum for questions or presentation of preliminary concepts to 
the Commission for feedback 

None. 
 

9. Other Commission Business 
 

a. New District walk recap 

Ms. Malay summarized the area the Commission walked earlier and the plan for the new 
district.  Mr. Kessler added this area is contiguous to the Central Historic District. 

   Dr. Smunt suggested creating a map showing the proposed boundaries as well as 
landmarked, contributing, and non-contributing structures. 

 
b. Painting Porous Surface Ordinance recap 

Ms. Field commented on meeting with Ms. Malay, Ms. Rice, and Sue McDowell from the 
Arts Council. Painting will not require a building permit but will require a COA.  
 
Mr. Pretz questioned the repair of murals and outdated murals. Ms. Field advised if it is 
starting to break down it would be covered under Property Maintenance Code.  

  
10. Public Comment 

None. 
 

11. Additional Business and Observations from Commissioners or Staff 
None. 
 

12. Meeting Announcements: Historic Preservation Commission meeting Wednesday, 
September 17, 2025 at 7:00 P.M. 
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13. Adjournment  

With no further business to discuss, the meeting adjourned at 8:03 P.M. 



 HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION  

AGENDA ITEM EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Agenda Item 

Title/Address: 
COA: 504 W Main St 

Significance: Contributing 

Petitioner: Joe Freeman 

 Project Type: Stairs and Concrete Work 

             

PUBLIC HEARING 

 
 

MEETING 

10/1/2025 
X 

Agenda Item Category: 

 Preliminary Review   Grant  

X Certificate of Appropriateness (COA)  Other Commission Business 

 Landmark/District Designation  Commission Business 

Attached Documents: Additional Requested Documents:  

COA application, plans  

Project Description: 

•  Requesting to replace concrete around half of the building. There will also be concrete work on 

both the front staircase along Main St and 5th Ave as well as the back stairway, replacing the 

brick with concrete.  

Staff Comments:  

 

Recommendation / Suggested Action: 

 

• Provide feedback and recommendation on approval of the COA 
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ST. CHARLES HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

 

 
 

ARCHITECTURAL SURVEY 
CENTRAL HISTORIC DISTRICT 

ST. CHARLES, ILLINOIS 

 

 
 

 

Primary Structure 

 

 

 

 
ADDRESS    504 E Main St 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1994 Photo 

Roll: 15 

Negative: 33, 26 

 

     

    Photo: Aug. 2003 

 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE 

 Significant 

 Contributing 

 Non-Contributing 

 Potential for Individual National Register Designation 

 

BUILDING CONDITION 

 Excellent 

 Good 

 Fair 

 Poor 

 

ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION 

 

Architectural Style/Type: 

 

Greek Revival 

 

Exterior Walls (Current): 

 

 

    

Architectural Features:  Exterior Walls (Original):  

    

Date of Construction: 1840s Foundation:  

Source: St. Charles Historical 

Museum 

Roof Type/Material:  

    

Overall Plan Configuration:  Window Material/Type:  

    

ARCHITECTURAL FEATURES: Front gable two story structure in Greek Revival style with Italianate influences in the 

decorative eave brackets. Enclosed wrap around porch at first level. 

 

 

ALTERATIONS:  Major alteration to first floor. Additions to first and second floors. 
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ST. CHARLES HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

 

 
 

ARCHITECTURAL SURVEY 
CENTRAL HISTORIC DISTRICT 

ST. CHARLES, ILLINOIS 

 

 
 

Continuation Sheet 

 

 

 

HISTORIC INFORMATION:  

  

ARCHITECT:  

Source  

  

BUILDER:  

Source  

  

ASSOCIATED EVENTS, PEOPLE & DATES:  

Source  

 

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING 

SURVEYS: 

 

  

FEDERAL:   

STATE:  

COUNTY:  

LOCAL:  

 



 HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION  

AGENDA ITEM EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Agenda Item 

Title/Address: 
COA: 213 S 3rd St 

Significance: Contributing per survey, Significant per Commission 

Petitioner: Luis Rodriquez 

 Project Type: Rear deck 

             

PUBLIC HEARING 

 
 

MEETING 

10/1/2025 
X 

Agenda Item Category: 

 Preliminary Review   Grant  

X Certificate of Appropriateness (COA)  Other Commission Business 

 Landmark/District Designation  Commission Business 

Attached Documents: Additional Requested Documents:  

COA application, plans  

Project Description: 

•  Requesting to replace rear deck and steps with composite (Timbertech in the color of 

ashwood); railing will also be replaced with aluminum. 

Staff Comments:  

 

Recommendation / Suggested Action: 

 

• Provide feedback and recommendation on approval of the COA 
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ST. CHARLES HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

 

 
 

ARCHITECTURAL SURVEY 
CENTRAL HISTORIC DISTRICT 

ST. CHARLES, ILLINOIS 

 

 
 

 

Primary Structure 

 

 

 

 
ADDRESS    213 S 3rd St 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1994 Photo 

Roll: 3 

Negative: 28 

 

     

    Photo: Aug. 2003 

 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE 

 Significant 

 Contributing 

 Non-Contributing 

 Potential for Individual National Register Designation 

 

BUILDING CONDITION 

 Excellent 

 Good 

 Fair 

 Poor 

 

ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION 

 

Architectural Style/Type: 

 

Shingle 

 

Exterior Walls (Current): 

 

Clapboard 

    

Architectural Features:  Exterior Walls (Original): Clapboard 

    

Date of Construction: 1880-1900 Foundation: Stone 

Source:  Roof Type/Material: Gable/Asphalt 

    

Overall Plan Configuration:  Window Material/Type:  

    

ARCHITECTURAL FEATURES: Cross gabled roof building with shingle texture in gables, notched over windows at second 

floor. Large expanse of glass at first floor at front. Wood clapboard at first floor on stone foundation. Porches on east and south 

sides. 

 

 

ALTERATIONS:  None 
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ST. CHARLES HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

 

 
 

ARCHITECTURAL SURVEY 
CENTRAL HISTORIC DISTRICT 

ST. CHARLES, ILLINOIS 

 

 
 

Continuation Sheet 

 

 

 

HISTORIC INFORMATION:  

  

ARCHITECT:  

Source  

  

BUILDER:  

Source  

  

ASSOCIATED EVENTS, PEOPLE & DATES:  

Source  

 

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING 

SURVEYS: 

 

  

FEDERAL:   

STATE:  

COUNTY:  

LOCAL:  

 



 HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION  

AGENDA ITEM EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Agenda Item 

Title/Address: 
COA: 504 W Main St 

Significance: Contributing 

Petitioner: Joe Freeman 

 Project Type: Exterior Remodel 

             

PUBLIC HEARING 

 
 

MEETING 

10/1/2025 
X 

Agenda Item Category: 

X Preliminary Review   Grant  

 Certificate of Appropriateness (COA)  Other Commission Business 

 Landmark/District Designation  Commission Business 

Attached Documents: Additional Requested Documents:  

rendering  

Project Description: 

• Planning to change the siding to hardi board siding, new windows, new entrance doors, 

repaving the parking lot, and upgrading the entrance stairs to the main level and upper level 

units (more to be described at the meeting) 

Staff Comments:  

 

Recommendation / Suggested Action: 

 

• Provide feedback and recommendation on approval of the COA 

 











 



HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION

AGENDA ITEM EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Agenda Item 

Title/Address: 
COA: 522 Cedar St. 

Significance: Landmarked 

Petitioner: Craig Bobowiec 

Project Type: Deck 

PUBLIC HEARING 
MEETING 

11/1/23 
X 

Agenda Item Category: 

Preliminary Review Grant 

X Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) Other Commission Business 

Landmark/District Designation Commission Business 

Attached Documents: Additional Requested Documents: 

Application, Plat of survey, Project Details, 

Project Description: 

• Proposed is to remove the current stairs and deck in the rear and rebuild, including new stairs

and railings.

Staff Comments: 

Recommendation / Suggested Action: 

• Provide feedback and recommendation on approval of the COA





















Updated pictures of Rec Haus 12 N 3rd St that received a grant  
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