
STREAM MAINTENANCE & HEALTH
If a portion of a stream runs through your backyard, here are 
some tips to help properly manage your piece of the green 
infrastructure network:

1. NO DUMPING
Avoid dumping yard waste, remove trash, and clear 
heavy debris jams. 

2. MANAGE FERTILIZER USE
Avoid over fertilizing lawns adjacent to streams and only 
use phosphorus when soil testing shows it is necessary.

3. REMOVE NON-NATIVE SPECIES
Identify and remove plants that are out of place.

4. PLANT NATIVE VEGETATION
Plants adapted to the Midwest climate can help control 
erosion by stabilizing banks.

5. A NATURAL, MEANDERING STREAM IS A HAPPY 
STREAM

Work with experts to restore degraded streams.

A healthy restored stream (right center) includes a 
floodplain shelf that mimics a natural stream channel. 
The design also reduces bank erosion, provides areas 
for sedimentation, and creates flood storage. Native 
plants along the banks and floodplain assist with soil 
stabilization, sediment removal, and nutrient filtering, 
resulting in improved water quality. The shallow, rapidly 
flowing rock riffles (right bottom) increase oxygen levels 
and provide habitat for fish and aquatic insects. The slower 
moving areas and deeper pools between the riffles provide 
additional habitat. 
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