
Revised Agenda 
City of St. Charles 

Liquor Control Commission Meeting 
Monday, May 20, 2024, 4:30 PM 

2 E. Main Street 
 
 

1. Call to Order. 
 

2. Roll Call. 
 

3. Motion to accept and place on file minutes of the Liquor Control Commission meeting 
held on April 15, 2024. 

 
4. Recommendation to approve a proposal for a Sound Amplification Permit and a new 

Class E-1 Temporary Liquor License for the “Hops for Hope 5K” to be held at Mt. Saint 
Mary’s Park on October 5, 2024. 

 
5. Recommendation to approve a 2:00 a.m. Late Night Permit for El Santo Mexican Grill & 

Cantina in the City of St. Charles for fiscal year 2024/2025. 
 

6. Recommendation to approve a proposal for a new Class E-1 Temporary Liquor License 
for St. John Neumann’s Church for Sunday, June 2, 2024. 

 
7. Public Comment. 

 
8. Executive Session (5 ILCS 120/2 (c)(4)). 

 
9. Adjournment. 

 

 

 

 
ADA Compliance 

Any individual with a disability requesting a reasonable accommodation in order to participate in a public meeting 
should contact the ADA Coordinator, Jennifer McMahon, at least 48 hours in advance of the scheduled meeting. The 
ADA Coordinator can be reached in person at 2 East Main Street, St. Charles, IL, via telephone at (630) 377 4446 or 
800 526 0844 (TDD), or via e-mail at jmcmahon@stcharlesil.gov.  Every effort will be made to allow for meeting 
participation.  Notices of this meeting were posted consistent with the requirements of 5 ILCS 120/1 et seq. (Open 
Meetings Act). 

mailto:jmcmahon@stcharlesil.gov


Minutes 
City of St. Charles 

Liquor Control Commission Meeting 
Monday, April 15, 2024, 4:30 p.m. 

Council Chambers, 2 E. Main Street, St. Charles, IL 
 

1. Call to Order. 
The meeting was called to order by Commissioner Vitek at 4:30 pm. 

 
2. Roll Call. 

 
Present:  Spellman, Pietryla, Gehm 
Absent:  Zollers 

 
3. Motion by Aldr. Gehm, second by Aldr. Pietryla, to accept and place on file minutes of 

the Liquor Control Commission meeting held on March 18, 2024. 
 
Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Gehm, Spellman, Pietryla; Nays: None. Absent: Zollers. 
Abstain: None.  Mayor Vitek did not vote as Commissioner.   
Motion Carried 
             

4. Recommendation to approve a proposal for a B-1 liquor license application for Chums 
Shrimp Shack, located at 2115 W. Main Street. 
 
Chief Keegan introduced the application and indicated this was a recent asset sale of the 
business and contents to Mr. Luis Rodriguez. Mr. Rodriguez owns and operates 
taquerias in Algonquin, Crystal Lake, and Woodstock. There was one sale to a minor at 
the Algonquin location and two underage sales at the Crystal Lake location during police 
compliance checks, which resulted in fines. Mr. Rodriguez was not present when the 
underage sales took place, but he does maintain operational control of his businesses. 
One of the underage sales was a miscalculation of the age by the server. Aside from the 
violations, all three businesses are in good standing with the state and the respective 
municipalities. 
 
Chief Keegan recommended approval of the B-1 liquor license with two stipulations.  
First, a manager must be on site at all times. Second, they must purchase and use an ID 
reader for all liquor sales.  The ID reader would scan the drivers' licenses, auto-fill the 
birth dates, and provide the ages of the individuals. This would automate the age 
calculation and ensure accuracy. 
 
Aldr. Pietryla complimented Chief Keegan for his recommendations.  He expressed 
concern regarding the recent violations and would like to see St. Charles maintain high 
standards. He asked if Chief Keegan anticipates any administrative or compliance 
burden. 
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Chief Keegan noted that the business is not a tavern, it has a small footprint, and he 
does not expect a high volume of liquor sales or for the establishment to become a 
place where minors would seek to be served. These details informed his 
recommendation. He has had some conversations with Mr. Rodriguez and has no 
concerns about policing this location or added risk of underage sales. 
 
Aldr. Pietryla noted that Mr. Rodriguez stated he is paying the Crystal Lake Police 
Department to conduct compliance checks and asked about the program. 
 
Mr. Luis Rodriguez stated that Crystal Lake has a program where restaurants can pay the 
Police Department $100 to conduct compliance checks once every two months.  His 
staff is aware of the paid compliance checks and is more cognizant of the importance of 
checking IDs and strict enforcement. 
 
Aldr. Pietryla stated that he appreciates Chief Keegan’s recommendation; however, as a 
policymaker, he does not want to burden police officers with potential compliance 
issues and will not support the liquor license. 
 
Aldr. Gehm asked if other local establishments use the ID readers. 
 
Chief Keegan said a number of local downtown taverns use them. Some larger 
establishments like Target and Meijer automate age checks for liquor sales through their 
point-of-sale system. The ID machines work very well for the establishments that use 
them and even warn of fake IDs and bans. 
 
Aldr. Gehm asked if a probationary period could be considered as an additional 
stipulation. 
 
City Attorney Nick Peppers noted that we have not in the past issued new licenses with 
a probationary period. It is typically used in the case of violations. 
 
Ms. Spellman asked if the ID machine would be used with every transaction and about 
the degree of confidence in the ID machine’s reliability. 
 
Chief Keegan responded that the expectation is that the ID machine would be used on 
every transaction and therefore remove the element of human error when determining 
validity of the ID and age.  The business must use the ID machine on all transactions as a 
condition of the license. Should the Police Department conduct a compliance check and 
the location fails to use the ID machine, the business will be in violation and their liquor 
license could be taken away. 
 
Mayor Vitek expressed appreciation for the work Chief Keegan and the Police 
Department staff did conducting the extensive background check and working with 
business owners. 
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Motion by Aldr. Gehm, second by Ms. Spellman, to recommend a proposal for a B-1 
liquor license for Chums Shrimp Shack, located at 2115 W. Main Street. 

 
Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Gehm, Spellman; Nays: Pietryla. Absent: Zollers. Abstain: None.  
Mayor Vitek did not vote as Commissioner.   
Motion Carried 

 
5. Recommendation of late-night permit applications for Class B and C liquor licenses in 

the City of St. Charles for fiscal year 2024/2025. 
 
Chief Keegan noted that the applications for late-night permits are reviewed by the 
other City departments to ensure there are no outstanding issues, safety violations, or 
debts. We have 27 late-night permit applications, 18 of which are Class B restaurant 
licenses and 9 of which are Class C tavern licenses. Of the 27 late-night permit 
applications, 13 would like to stay open until 1 a.m. and 14 would like to stay open until 
2 a.m.  We have approximately 268 City licenses, and he is very happy with the 
relationships built with those license holders. The City has good rapport, 
communication, and outreach with all of the license holders, and as a result, there has 
been a consistent reduction in police activity.  There were no violations in front of the 
Liquor Control Commission in 2023 on any of the 27 late-night permit applicants. 
 
Motion by Aldr. Gehm, second by Ms. Spellman, to recommend the late-night permit 
applications for Class B and C liquor licenses in the City of St. Charles for fiscal year 
2024/2025. 

 
Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Gehm, Spellman, Pietryla; Nays: None. Absent: Zollers. 
Abstain: None.  Mayor Vitek did not vote as Commissioner.   
Motion Carried 

 
6. Public Comment - none 

 
7. Executive Session (5 ILCS 120/2 (c)(4)) - none 

 
8. Adjournment. 

 
Motion by Aldr. Gehm, second by Ms. Spellman, to adjourn the meeting at 4:46 p.m. 
 
Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Gehm, Spellman, Pietryla; Nays: None; Absent: Zollers; Abstain: 
None.  Mayor Vitek did not vote as Commissioner.   
Motion Carried 
 

 
Notes prepared by: Susan Kemph, Sr. Administrative Assistant 



 

AGENDA ITEM EXECUTIVE SUMMARY Agenda Item number:  4 

Title: 
Recommendation to Approve a Proposal for a Sound Amplification Permit 
and a New Class E-1 Temporary Liquor License for the “Hops for Hope 5K” 
to be held at Mt. Saint Mary’s Park on October 5, 2024 

Presenter: 
 
Police Chief Keegan 
 

Meeting:  Liquor Control Commission                              Date: May 20, 2024 

Proposed Cost per parade:   
Proposed Cost:  $1,252.68 (PD) 
                             $410.72 (PW) 
                             $57.00 (EMA) 
              TOTAL $1,720.40 

Budgeted Amount:  $ Not Budgeted:     ☐  

TIF District:  Choose an item. 
Executive Summary (if not budgeted, please explain): 
 
This is an application request for a Class E-1 Temporary Liquor License, authorizing dispensing and consumption 
of craft beer on Park District property, as indicated on a proposed 5K road race route.  This temporary license is 
requested for a single, one-day event, to be held on Saturday, October 5, 2024.   
 
The event, known as “Hops for Hope 5K,” will take place on October 5, 2024, in Mount St. Mary’s Park from 
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. and extend into Wheeler Park in Geneva. The estimated attendance is 1,000 
participants (last event had 1,000). Project Mobility is a Non-for-Profit organization in partnership with the Bike 
Rack of St. Charles, with the goal of raising funds to provide adaptive cycling for subjects with physical 
disabilities. 
 
Two EMA members will be present to cross traffic on Route 31 and two Officers will oversee the patrons at the 
beer fest. Event volunteers will monitor alcohol consumption (beer only) and credential runners (all pre-paid 
and registered) inside the designated consumption areas.  They are also expected to have two members from a 
private security company (unarmed) to assist with event control.   
 
Runners will be allowed to sample a total of six 3 oz. tastings on the running route. The “beer fest” portion of 
this event is scheduled to begin at 12:30 and last until 4 pm. Runners and those registered just for this portion 
will receive tickets for six 2 oz. beer samples with their prepaid purchase for consumption inside a fenced-in 
area near the award tent at the end of the race route. Food will be served by local vendors.  No additional 
service or beer purchases will be permitted once the attendees use up their tickets. 
 
All participants must be 21 or older and each will receive an event-specific wristband confirming their 
identification and age were verified.  Each “beer stop” will be fenced with a single point of ingress and egress. 
The sample will be issued in a plastic cup which would be disposed of at the stop prior to egress. The event will 
have a fenced in area in Mt. Saint Mary’s Park that will include a tent, awards stand, and a dispensing area for 
craft beer.  
 

A sound amplification permit has been applied for to accommodate a public address system and a band for 
event entertainment. This event has been approved by the St. Charles Park District Board. 
 
Attachments (please list):  
 
E-1 Liquor License Application; Site Plan 

Recommendation/Suggested Action (briefly explain):  
 
Recommendation to approve a Sound Amplification Permit and a proposal for a new Class E-1 Temporary 
Liquor License for the Hops for Hope 5K to be held at Mt. Saint Mary’s Park on October 5, 2024. 

 







Map from 2023  
Map will be the same for 
2024, breweries and their 
order may change



Map from 2023  
Map will be the same for 
2024, breweries and their 
order may change



 

AGENDA ITEM EXECUTIVE SUMMARY Agenda Item number:   

Title: 
Recommendation to approve a 2:00 a.m. Late Night Permit for 
El Santo Mexican Grill & Cantina in the City of St. Charles for FY 
2024/2025 

Presenter: 
 
Police Chief Keegan 
 

Meeting:  Liquor Control Commission                              Date: May 20, 2024 

Proposed Cost:   
 Budgeted Amount:  $ Not Budgeted:     ☐  

TIF District:  Choose an item. 
Executive Summary (if not budgeted, please explain): 
 
Spotted Fox, located at 3615 E. Main Street, is reopening their business as El Santo Mexican Grill & 
Cantina. They currently hold a 1:00 a.m. late night permit and are requesting it be extended to a 
2:00 a.m. permit. 
 
 

 

Attachments (please list):  
Memo, Late Night Permit Renewal Application, Business Plan for El Santo Cantina, Floor Plan  

Recommendation/Suggested Action (briefly explain): 
Recommendation to approve a 2:00 a.m. Late Night Permit for El Santo Mexican Grill & Cantina in the 
City of St. Charles for FY 2024/2025. 

 





















 

AGENDA ITEM EXECUTIVE SUMMARY Agenda Item number:  6 

Title: 
Recommendation to Approve a Proposal for a New Class E-1 
Temporary Liquor License for St. John Neumann’s Church for 
June 2, 2024 

Presenter: 
 
Police Chief Keegan 
 

Meeting:  Liquor Control Commission                              Date: May 20, 2024 

Proposed Cost:   Budgeted Amount:  $ Not Budgeted:     ☐  
TIF District:  Choose an item. 
Executive Summary (if not budgeted, please explain): 
 
Due to the timing of this event, this item is going directly to City Council for approval. 
 
This is an application request for a Class E-1 Temporary Liquor License, authorizing dispensing beer on 
St. John Neumann’s Church property located at 2900 E. Main St., as indicated on the proposed site 
plan.  This temporary license is requested for a single, one-day event, to be held on Sunday, June 2 
from 12:30 to 3 p.m.   
 

Attachments (please list):  
E-1 Liquor License Application; Site Plan 
 
Recommendation/Suggested Action (briefly explain): 
Recommendation to approve a proposal for a new Class E-1 Temporary Liquor License for St. John 
Neumann’s Church on Sunday, June 2, 2024. 
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