MINUTES
CITY OF ST. CHARLES
NATURAL RESOURCES COMMISSION MEETING
RALPH GRATHOFF, CHAIRMAN
DECEMBER 12, 2019
Members Present: Angela Churchill, Andrew Diorio, Tom Galante, Heather Goudreau, Ralph Grathoff,
Lee Haggas, Ryan Johnson, Suzi Myers, Loren Nagy, Pam Otto, Caroline Wilfong
Members Absent: Kathy Brens, Jillian Leturno, Claire Norman
Others Present: Chris Adesso, Marcelline D’Argento, AJ Reineking
Visitors Present: Trish Beckjord, Denise McKinley
1.

Call to Order & Pledge of Allegiance
The meeting was convened by Chair. Grathoff at 7:03 p.m.

2.

Introduction of Visitors, Comments and Concerns
Ms. Beckjord was in attendance on behalf of the River Corridor Foundation and the Conservation
Foundation, and expressed interest in partnering with the Natural Resources Commission [NRC]
to promote and support environmental-related activities. She informed the NRC of a series of
monthly educational presentations that will be hosted by the Conservation Foundation. The series
focuses on the Fox River and includes talks on safe salting, wildlife and dams. Ms. Beckjord
invited Chair. Grathoff to discuss the NRC’s activities and initiatives as part of this series.
Additionally, Ms. Beckjord provided information on a program offered by the Conservation
Foundation entitled Conservation in Our Community. The program offers resources for
communities and homeowners for environmental-related projects including pollinator gardens,
water conservation, storm drain stenciling and other activities. Informational materials were
distributed at the meeting and are attached to and made a part of these minutes.
Ms. McKinley was in attendance as a private citizen and resident of St. Charles to express her
interest and support for curbside food scrap composting [please see 4.C. below].

3.

Minutes Review and Approval
Motion to approve and place into the public record the minutes of the November 14, 2019 Natural
Resources Commission [NRC] meeting. Motion by Comm. Otto, second by Comm. Johnson to
approve the minutes. Voice vote: unanimous; nays – none. Motion carried at 7:42 p.m.

4.

Old Business
A. Greenest Region Compact II
Chair. Grathoff provided a recap regarding his participation on a recent panel with members
of Geneva’s Natural Resources Committee and Batavia’s Environmental Commission. Chair.
Grathoff noted Batavia is advanced in its progress with the Greenest Region Compact [GRC],
and he invited Abby Beck from Batavia to attend a NRC meeting to discuss the Batavia
Environmental Commission’s activities.
B. Volunteer Waivers
Mr. Reineking provided copies of a waiver for NRC volunteers. Additional information will
be provided at the January 2020 NRC meeting regarding whether NRC Commissioners are
required to sign waivers as well.
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C. Curbside Food Scrap Composting
Comm. Goudreau reported she recently attended an Illinois Food Scrap Coalition meeting,
and community interest in food scrap composting is increasing. Currently at least forty-five
(45) communities in Illinois participate in curbside food scrap composting, including Batavia.
Comm. Goudreau stated Lakeshore Recycling Services [Lakeshore], the city’s contracted
refuse/recycling hauler offers curbside food scrap composting which is picked up on
residents’ regular refuse/recycling days. After pick up, Lakeshore delivers the food scraps to
a composting facility. She suggested food scrap composting could be offered to St. Charles
residents, and those who are interested could opt-in by placing food scraps in brown paper
yardwaste bags or yardwaste containers rented from Lakeshore. Yardwaste and food scrap
pick-up is available during the months of April through November.
Comm. Goudreau noted the Illinois Department of Transportation uses food scrap-amended
compost as a percentage of its landscaping along highways. Comm. Goudreau suggested the
NRC could host a compost sale for residents, and possibly create a planting site
demonstrating the successful use of compost. Ms. McKinley noted compost can be used
everywhere in residents’ gardens and yards.
Mr. Adesso explained the city’s contract with Lakeshore includes a provision for curbside
food scrap composting, but this service has not been activated. The NRC’s involvement in
food scrap composting would be to provide information and obtain support from the City
Council, and then help with community outreach and education. Chair. Grathoff inquired as
to the pathway to implement curbside food scrap composting. Mr. Adesso stated the city’s
Government Services Committee [GSC] and then the City Council would need to vote on the
program. Mr. Adesso will include this issue on the agenda for the January 2020 GSC
meeting, and suggested members of the NRC attend the meeting to provide information in
support of starting curbside food scrap composting.
5.

New Business
None.

6.

Committee Reports
A. Education Committee
Comm. Myers reviewed the 2020 publication schedule for The Den newsletter and asked the
Commissioners if they wanted to continue writing articles next year. Comm. Myers noted
each member of the NRC has their own area of expertise that they contribute to the articles.
The NRC agreed to continue writing articles for The Den.
B. Langum Woods Clean-Up Committee
Comms. Otto and Johnson proposed a January 2020 clean-up day in Langum Woods. The
date of Saturday, January 11 was scheduled from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. with an alternate
date of January 25. The clean-up event will be open to the public to participate. The city will
provide volunteer waivers, herbicide and tools.
C. New Committee
None.

7.

Public Services Division Tree Activity Reports
Motion to approve and place into the public record the Public Services Division Tree Activity
Reports for the month of November 2019. Motion by Comm. Otto, second by Comm. Galante to
approve the reports. Voice vote: unanimous; nays – none. Motion carried at 8:00 p.m.
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8.

Additional Items
A. Commissioners
Comm. Wilfong suggested the NRC start plans for Arbor Day 2020. Ms. D’Argento will
include Arbor Day on the January agenda and distribute the Arbor Day checklist at the
meeting.
B. City Staff
None.
C. Visitors
Ms. Beckjord informed the NRC of a spring river clean-up event that will be hosted by the
River Corridor Foundation; another event may be held in July. She requested the NRC’s
support in having more high school students participate.
D. Adjournment
Motion to adjourn the meeting. Motion by Comm. Nagy, second by Comm. Johnson to
adjourn the meeting. Voice vote: unanimous; nays – none. Motion carried at 8:06 p.m.
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