
 

■ST. CHARLES YOUTH COMMISSION■ 
Monday, December 7, 2020 – 6:00 p.m. 

Virtual Meeting via Zoom 
        

D. Clavelli – Youth Commissioner, Treasurer* 

J. Diorio – Youth Commissioner* 

C. Hime – Youth Commissioner*  

D. Kelly – Youth Commissioner* 

L. Kristofer – Youth Commissioner, Secretary* 

J. Muenz – Youth Commissioner, Chair* 

D. Saylors – Youth Commissioner* 

J. Stock – Youth Commissioner* 

M. Weick – Youth Commissioner* 

C. Wiese – Youth Commissioner* 

J. Burden, STC PD* 

E. Mahan, STC PD* 

J. Keegan, Chief of Police 

R. Rogina, Mayor 

STC Aldermen  

M. Koenen, City Administrator 

J. Bruggeman, STC Park District* 

N. Chaney, STC Library* 

J. O’Neal, TriCity* 

P. Palagi, D303* 

  

    *Attended meeting 

    

I. Meeting called to order @ 6:01 p.m. 

 

II. Secretary’s Report 

A. Approval of the minutes from the November 2020 meeting – Commissioner Clavelli 

motioned, seconded by Commissioner Kelly. Motion carried unanimously 

 

III. Treasurer’s Report – Donna Clavelli 

A. Balance is $8,175.00.  

 

IV. Correspondence 

A. STC L.E.A.R.N. sent two thank you notes for the funding request the Youth Commission 

approved. Molly Denz is very appreciative and will update the Youth Commission on their 

progress in the spring. They have 16 families who have already reached out in need of 

assistance. 

V. Presentations – none  

 

VI. Reports 

A. Liaison Reports 

i. D303 – Patti Palagi  

a. District 303 is currently in an adaptive pause and will be until after winter 

break.  

b. This week, administration sent out an engagement survey to students as an 

opportunity to understand their point of view and perspective.  

c. All special ed parents will also get a survey. 

d. This month there are Parent Universities being held for Spanish speaking 

families also for parents of gifted students. 

e. The Wake-up Call presentation is being offered in the spring.  

 

ii. Park District – Jennifer Bruggeman 

a. There is a virtual Spanish event featuring songs and a story told by Cindy 

Lou Who. 

b. Santa events include private family zoom calls, group story times, and in 

person socially distanced options. 

c. Weather permitting, snowman building contests will be held. 
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d. The Teen Center has been working on upcoming events such as an outdoor 

nerf game tournament.  

e. Looking ahead, there will be drive through Easter bunny and egg hunt 

events. 

f. Valentine’s activities are also being planned. 

g. Train rides will begin as soon as 25 people can be gathered in one spot 

again.  

h. The Park District is committed to building community and togetherness in 

spite of pandemic. 

 

iii. Police Department – Jim Burden 

a. A quiet month again with three curfew arrests, one retail theft incident, and 

one instance of consumption of alcohol by a minor.  

b. Deputy Chief Mahan was in on the Youth Commission meeting and after 

greeting the group, confirmed that complaints about youth congregating and 

not following social distancing guidelines have dropped off recently.  

 

iv. Library Programs – Nick Chaney 

a. Library is closed internally. You can make an appointment and reserve 

materials online then pick up in the vestibule. All programming is virtual 

for the time being. 

b. District 303 student cards are being issued. Programs are open to these 

students, and they also have access to all online databases. 248 students 

have taken advantage of this opportunity so far.   

c. Staff members are working on naming the Teen Center and Youth area.  

 

v. TriCity Family Services – Jules O’Neal 

a. TCFS is totally remote as of two weeks ago but all full and part-time staff 

members are working their regular hours. 

b. The waitlist for services remains very high and TCFS is continually 

working on bringing in more counselors. 

c. This year’s “Adopt a Family” incentive has over 90 families in need 

participating. There has been an amazing outpouring of support from 

community members. 

d. Over 65 families were served meals for Thanksgiving. 

e. Compass groups for boys and girls are coming up in February.  

 

B. Outreach Sub-Committee Report 

i. The Youth Commission plans to feature an update from STC L.E.A.R.N. in 

January and will work with Molly to gather information that can be shared with 

the public.  

 

C. Student Consultant Committee Report 

i. The group met in person with three students on November 19th.  

ii. Student Council groups at St. Charles East are still running fundraisers, like dine 

out nights. 

iii. All clubs have been meeting virtually. 
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iv. Although foreign travel is on hold, the student consultants mentioned high school 

study abroad programs could benefit from Youth Commission funding in the 

future.  

v. One of the student consultants who could not attend wrote in to say the 

Leadership Studies group at STC East may need funding for service projects, but 

no formal request has been submitted yet. Commissioner Clavelli will reach out 

to the consultant and follow up on this. 

vi. All of the consultants claim to struggle with motivation when learning remotely. 

vii. At St Charles East, students reported posters regarding SEL and mental health are 

highly visible. 

viii. Our middle school student consultant who has been in school full time since 

August noted possible concerns with upcoming remote learning such as 

distractions with noise and siblings.  

ix. Youth commissioners will meet remotely with the teens until further notice. 

x. Communication via Instagram was recommended to better reach high school 

students. Ideally this would help grow the student consultant population and also 

raise awareness about the Youth Commission mission. 

xi. Our D303 liaison, Patti Palagi, offered to help Commissioner Clavelli set up 

future zoom or google meets meetings to allow for continued communication 

with the student consultants.  

 

VII. Old Business 

A. Discussion on Community Parent Education Initiative  

 

i. Chairperson Muenz asked Youth Commission members if they are interested in 

forming a subcommittee to explore this topic further. 

ii. D303 liaison Patti Palagi shared background information on the history of this 

topic and encouraged Youth Commission members to look for ways to partner 

with the district to bring impactful and relevant programming to the members of 

our community. 

iii. Commissioner Kristofer volunteered to meet with Patti after the new year to talk 

about ideas with a plan to update the group in February. 

 

B. Update on Display Windows  

i. No window updates are being scheduled at this time due to COVID-19. 

 

C. Ongoing marketing – none 

 

D. Impact Award  

i. New recommendations are still being considered. There are a couple of students 

who still need to be honored from last spring. 

ii. The goal is to recognize these individuals at a City Council meeting in person 

when the option becomes available.  

 

VIII. New Business 
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A. Funding Requests 

i. This organization services the entire Fox Valley area. The request was for $750 to 

provide chef coats and aprons to teens who work with the group for one full year.  

ii. Commissioner Hime recognized the value in this organization and inquired about 

looking at ways to keep ensure funds only benefit the youth in St. Charles, which 

is in accordance with the Youth Commission by-laws.  

iii. Commissioner Kelly suggested finding out how many St. Charles teens would 

benefit from this to see if even a partial funding would be possible.  

iv. Chairperson Muenz welcomed questions from the other Youth Commission 

members. She agreed to go back to the person who submitted the request to ask 

how many teens from STC will benefit? How many students participate in this 

group on a regular basis? How do new volunteers become part of the group? How 

is food distributed? And what is time frame for the funding request?  

v. Commissioner Hime made motion to table this request until we have more 

information from the group. Commissioner Weick seconded. Motion carried 

unanimously.  

vi. Commissioner Kristofer will work on updating the funding request application to 

include a question which asks how the group or individual making the request 

heard about the Youth Commission.  

IX. Announcements – none 

 

X. Public Comment – none  

 

XI. Adjournment  

A. Commissioner Muenz made a motion to adjourn at 6:56 p.m.; Commissioner Salyors seconded. 

Motion carried unanimously and the meeting was adjourned. 

 

The next Youth Commission meeting will be Monday, January 4, 2021 at 6:00 p.m. via Zoom.  

 

Minutes respectfully submitted, 

Lara Kristofer, Youth Commissioner 


