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MINUTES 
City of St Charles 

Visitors Cultural Commission Meeting 
Wednesday, May 15, 2019 

 
1. Call to Order at 5:19 PM 
 
2. Roll Call 
 
Members Present: Chairwoman, Anne Becker, Kathy Melone, Scott Corbin, Sharon Spero, Sally 
Stancati, Jodi Manthei. 
Members Absent: Jamie Swenson, Larry Maholland, Sue Klinkhamer. 
 
Also Present: Chris Minick, City of St. Charles; Carylie Forte, City of St. Charles  
 
3. Approval of the Minutes of May 8, 2019 
 
Becker asked for a Motion to Approve the Minutes from the May 8, 2019 meeting.  Motion by 
Kathy Melone, seconded by Sharon Spero to approve the Minutes. The Minutes were 
unanimously approved by the board.  
 
4. Public Comment - Becker asked if there was Public Comment – there was none. 
Becker reminded that once discussions begin, there can be no further public comment from 
anyone in the audience. 
 
*At this time, Chairwoman Becker asked that Agenda items 5 and 6 be taken in reverse order. 
 
6. Board Discussion of Group Presentations 
 
City of St. Charles Finance Director, Chris Minick, had proposed an idea to the board members 
whereby they could change the presentation format a little to give organizations the option to 
forgo the need to formally present each year to the commission.  It might help to shorten the 
typically 4 hour meeting and allow for a more in-depth discussion with the groups that would 
present. It would allow for half of the groups to formally present to the VCC one year, and the 
other half would present the next year. It might give an organization more time to delve deeper 
into their activities, and also might give the board more time for Q&A immediately following. He 
wondered if there was any interest from the commission to make that change. Spero asked how 
any new commission members would know about the previous groups that had presented, if 
this were to happen every other year.  The duration of the presentations, which had been 
designated at 15 minutes each, including Q&A, would have to strictly be adhered to in the 
future. Becker thought they should have all presenting on the same night but at 10 minute 
intervals, and they could use the 5 minutes for Q&A.  Minick thought they might still build in 5 
minutes additional between each presentation, in case of any A/V or set-up glitches that might 
occur. Based on the discussion, it was agreed they would keep the same format of 
organization’s presenting on one night, but the timing for each presentation would be adhered to 
via instructions to the presenters and a timer.  
Becker asked for a motion to approve that future presentations by organizations to the VCC 
would be 10 minutes with a 5 minute Q&A, if needed, and a 5 minute transition between groups. 
Motion by Spero, seconded by Corbin to approve the motion. The motion was approved by a 
voice vote.   
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Becker addressed the Commission’s original Ordinance and that it stated the commission would 
meet 4 times per year.  She asked if the Ordinance should be amended to state that the board 
of the VCC meets twice a year, or on an as needed basis, as called by the chairperson, with a 
minimum of at least once a year.  Becker then asked for a motion to that effect. Motion by 
Corbin, seconded by Manthei. The motion was approved by a voice vote.    
 
5. Discussion of grant funding allocations for FY 2019-20 
 
Becker briefly re-explained how the scoring system works and the summary sheet (see below 
illustration) that is used to finalize scoring and funding allocated. 
 
There was a discussion about the merits of each organization and the scores they received, and 
that there was room for discussion as to ensuring that organizations received funding somewhat 
comparable to what they received in the past. The percentages from the scores are not cut and 
dried and so the commission discussed where some organizations might receive a little more or 
a little less than the percentages indicated. It was suggested to work the numbers and see 
where they ended up. There also was discussion and agreement by the board that the current 
application request from the River Corridor Foundation (RCF) did not meet the parameters of 
the VCC’s mission, but there would be potential for a future funding support by the VCC if public 
art placement is undertaken by the Foundation. A few of the commission members had entered 
a score for the RCF, thinking it was required. Becker confirmed that not entering a score was 
acceptable since funding them this year would not be possible.  
 
Becker asked Minick if it was possible to ask City Council for more funding dollars in FY 2020-
21.  Minick said he could pose that question during budget discussions at the end of 2019. It 
would be a good idea to prepare an explanation of why and how the funds will be used. Becker 
said she would come up with a list of those justifications and would run them by Minick.  
 
Becker asked for a motion to approve the funding allocations for FY 2019-20. Motion by Melone, 
seconded by Spero. The motion was approved by a voice vote.  
 
Corbin asked what would happen if one of the organizations that received funding closed shop 
or moved from the City. Minick responded that the funds that had not yet been disbursed would 
go back into the budget for the following year’s funding. Minick reminded that the funding comes 
from the hotel/motel tax and are disbursed on a quarterly basis to the organizations that receive 
funding during that fiscal year.  
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7. Adjournment 
 
Motion by Spero, seconded by Manthei to adjourn the meeting at 6:25pm. The motion passed 
by a unanimous voice vote. 
 
Minutes prepared by Carylie Forte. 
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Funding 
Requested

 Final Award 

Fineline Creative Arts Center 8 8 8 7 31 12.39% 11,155          16,000        12,000        
St. Charles Singers 7 7 8 8 30 11.77% 10,597          14,500        12,000        
Sculpture in the Park 6 6 8 8 29 11.27% 10,141          10,000        9,600          
Preservation Partners of Fox Valley 5 8 8 7 27 10.82% 9,735             10,000        9,700          
Steel Beam Theater 7 7 7 7 27 10.70% 9,634             20,000        11,000        
Norris Cultural Arts Center 6 6 8 7 27 10.59% 9,532             16,000        9,500          
St Charles Art Council 6 6 7 7 26 10.37% 9,330             17,200        9,300          
Marquee Youth Stage 6 7 7 6 26 10.08% 9,076             18,214        8,900          
Fox Valley Concert Band 6 6 7 6 25 10.03% 9,025             12,500        8,000          
River Corridor Foundation 1 1 1 2 5 1.97% 1,775             20,000        

TOTAL 254 100.00% 90,000          154,414      90,000        

Final Funding FY 19-20

Rating Criteria


