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MINUTES 
City of St Charles 

Visitors Cultural Commission Meeting 
Wednesday, May 8, 2019 

 
1. Call to Order at 5:15 PM 
 
2. Roll Call 
 
Members Present: Anne Becker; Kathy Melone; Larry Maholland; Scott Corbin; Jamie Swenson; 
Sharon Spero; Sally Stancati 
Members Absent: Jodi Manthei; Sue Klinkhamer 
 
Also Present: Chris Minick, City of St. Charles; Carylie Forte, City of St. Charles  
 
Anne Becker introduced new VCC board member, Sally Stancati to the other board members. 
Introductions by each member followed.  
 
3. Approval of the Minutes of May 16, 2018 
 
Becker asked for a Motion to Approve the Minutes from the May 16, 2018 meeting.  Motion by 
Larry Maholland, seconded by Kathy Melone to approve the Minutes. The Minutes were 
unanimously approved by the board.  
 
4. Public Comment - Becker asked if there was Public Comment – there was none. 
Becker explained this is an open meeting and visitors are welcome. The only time for Public 
Comment is at the time Becker calls for it, and no other time during the meeting. The public is 
not allowed to participate in the board discussions at any other time during the meeting. 
 
5. Presentations by organizations 
 
Fox Valley Concert Band – Jan Mamminga presented. Thanked VCC for past support and 
opportunity to speak tonight. St. Charles is the Band’s home and they incorporated in 1984. 
Highlights from their packet of information: They’ve performed in various St Charles venues in 
their 36 seasons of operation. Feel they’re a positive presence to the cultural and artistic life in 
St. Charles and provide a benefit to other St. Charles based organizations and business as well. 
Their formal 4 concert annual season has been presented at the Norris Cultural Arts Center. 
They also perform concerts at park district, retirement communities and at other organizations 
who hire them during summer months. They maintain a high quality performance level that is 
not found in this area. Their programming is widening their audience base and the summer and 
holiday concerts are very well attended. 
Their major need each year is to fund their operating expenses. Funds from the VCC would help 
offset the expenses of performing at the Norris Cultural Arts Center, for the services of music 
director Holman, and continue to collaborate with other musical artist to present and promote 
value-added programs in the City of St. Charles. 
Anne Becker asked about their income expense statement. Mamminga said that goes to the 
music director’s salary and to engage guest soloists and grow their audience base. Becker also 
asked if they ask for donations, since their concerts are free to the public. Mamminga said that 
they did ask for donations during intermission of the concerts. Jamie Swenson asked if they will 
again partner with middle schools to perform together. Mamminga said they plan to continue 
that tradition as schedules can be arranged. Larry Maholland asked what the increase in their 



 

2 
 

funding request would cover. Mamminga stated it would cover close to 2 of their 4 annual 
concerts. Kathy Melone asked what they see as their biggest challenge in the future. Mamminga 
said it would be to continue their good relationships to keep in-kind donations as they are; to 
stay with the Norris Center as their venue and keeping Colin Holman as their music director. 
Chris Minick noted that their cash balance seems high. Mamminga said it is for a scholarship 
fund that is not used every year, but it grows due to donations. Becker asked if they get money 
from those they collaborate with. Mamminga said that it may have occurred in previous years. 
 
Fine Line Arts – Lynn Caldwell presented and showed a video. This is their 40th anniversary. 
Some highlights: Expanding the Kavanagh building to separate the glass and metals studios; 
the Fine Line Arts Festival in June and their 40th Anniversary party in September. The Glass 
Blowing Studio opens in June and this is the only studio of its type in the western suburbs, so 
that makes St. Charles a special destination. The Fox River Arts Ramble was a success despite 
some snow, and it partners them with other arts organizations.They have sort of been a “best 
kept secret” for a number of years, but the changes they have seen have to do with marketing 
themselves more as a St. Charles arts organization and by partnering with other St. Charles 
cultural organizations. Their connection with St. Charles is getting better and better. This year 
with expanded programming with glass and metals they need to get the word out in advertising 
and social media and would use some of the VCC funding for this purpose. Maholland asked if 
it’s common for them to survey their participants. Yes, they often send out surveys to be able to 
improve their services. Becker asked Caldwell to talk about the veterans sponsorship program. 
Would be classes devoted to local veterans group. They’ve applied for a grant as well for this 
project. Equipment for the new glass blowing studio was donated by a volunteer donor. They 
funded the building with reserve funds. Melone asked how they come up with their metrics. 
Mostly through asking those folks who’ve come to their classes – word of mouth. Where do they 
see future growth? They just broke ground on a new addition to the Kiln room and these 
additions are all to offer more classes.  Spero asked if they forecasted the revenue for the new 
studio. Caldwell answered they’ve not done it formally, due to lack of current data in this area. 
Spero asked what they will use their requested funds for. Caldwell stated they need to promote 
their new programming and catalogs and additional advertising. 
 
St. Charles Singers – Jeanne Fornari and Jeff Hunt presented. This is their 35th Anniversary 
season and a video was shown in honor of Hunt receiving the Charlemagne Lifetime 
Achievement Award this year. Some 2018-19 Highlights: 7th Annual Sing! Workshop which 
connects the choir to the community and brings 30 high school students together to focus on the 
art of good ensemble singing. It draws families to the evening concert and a chance to enjoy St. 
Charles. The Mozart Festival weekend in July 2018 was a great success and offered a weekend 
of choral and instrumental music in the City.  Their request to the VCC would support partial 
funding for the singers, for other professional instrumentalists and educational outreach. Corbin 
asked where the idea to record all of Mozart’s sacred choral music come from? Hunt said it 
came about after their 25th year, but it was an expensive venture. So it started in 2010 and will 
last about 12 years. Becker asked if they thought they might see any residual benefits from this 
recording venture. Sally Stancati asked how long they would continue collaborating with WFMT 
radio station. Hunt said it was a continuous venture with them and hope to talk about doing live 
broadcasts from St. Charles, but would require some technical additions. They could get some 
residual $ from downloads of the CD. 
 
Marquee Youth Stage – Connie Flores and Heidi Reinhofer presented. Their mission is to 
broaden the reach and impact of theater to youth of all ages. Theater enriches and supports a 
child/teen in all aspects of life and they want to make a positive impact with their students. This 
past year has been a year of growth for MYS and they moved into their new location at 619 W. 
Main St. Their buildout consisted of 100 seats, sound and lighting booth, rehearsal space and a 
scene and costume shop. Due to the recent bandwidth sell off by the FCC, several of their 
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wireless mics are no longer compatible or will be illegal to use by 2020. They will need to 
replace all of their wireless systems in order to be compatible and reliable. They would purchase 
16 wireless mics and their funding request to the VCC reflects that purchase. Maholland asked 
if with the 30% growth they experienced in the last year, do they see that slowing down? They 
don’t really see it slowing down in the near future. Melone commented that she liked the way 
they tied in their message to the VCC’s stewardship goals. Becker noticed the bulk of what they 
earn is from tuition. Do they have opportunities for those who cannot afford tuition? Yes, they 
work with those kids on a case by case basis with scholarship money.  
 
Steel Beam Theater – Marge Uhlarik-Boller, Joe Billquist, Vicki Michalski, and Lori Holm 
presented.  In St. Charles for almost 20 years now. Steel Beam is developing and growing its 
youth programs and they’re using their theater in new and different ways. Expanding summer 
offerings so that they’re now operating almost year round. They’ve partnered with a new improv 
group, called Night Moves. Using the theater space in new ways. Also exploring outreach to 
people in need in creative ways.  Kicking off a Capital Campaign to acquire their own space.  
They rent their theater now. This would help to guarantee stability. Holm spoke about their youth 
education programs and their outreach program to make connections and to tell their stories. 
They view this as another way they can contribute to making human connections. Their 20K 
funding request will help to produce 7 mainstage shows and to maintain and grow their Youth 
Theater program and build their outreach programming, including the Lazarus House devised 
show and staffing these programs with theater professionals.  
 
Sculpture in the Park - Erika Young, the Park District’s marketing liaison to the St. Charles Park 
Foundation, presented. Sculpture in the Park is part of the Park Foundation, and is in their 14th 
year of presenting original sculptures at the Mount St. Mary Park. Their mission is to enrich the 
recreational, educational and cultural life of the St. Charles community by encouraging and 
soliciting support for the St. Charles Park District. More people are using Mount St. Mary Park 
for many reasons, and viewing the Sculptures is just one of those. Funding helps them offer the 
$1K stipend to artists selected to show in the annual Sculpture in the Park exhibit. They attract 
artists from all over the country. They chose 14 sculptures for this year’s exhibit. The funds 
requested will be used to offset the cost of the stipends for the artists. Remaining funds would 
be designated for a permanent sculpture purchase. 
 
River Corridor Foundation – John Rabchuk presented. The River Corridor Foundation is 
focused on the Fox River in St. Charles and accessibility to the river. He stated there are 
already public sculptures along the Fox River – “If I could but Fly”, “Reflections”, and “Wind 
Emotions”.  Their current project is the Langum Corridor Opportunity, which would revitalize the 
Fox River’s east riverbank cycle and walking trail by rerouting the current trail and preventing 
the continuing shoreline erosion happening at this location. It’s a somewhat undeveloped 
section of the riverfront and could be used for future sports activities on the river. The 
Foundation is requesting funding from the VCC to help offset the costs of this project.  Becker 
spoke at this point about the mission of the VCC and that they support the promotion of culture, 
history, and the arts in St. Charles in fiscally responsible ways. She noted that since the City 
and the Park District have given the ok to proceed, that their funding request should be directed 
to those sources, and not to the VCC.  The various other cultural organizations that are applying 
for funding are already producing art and history and culture within the City and are more 
closely aligned with the mission of the VCC. This Langum Corridor project is, at this time, more 
about creating a riverfront area for sports activities, and not about culture and the arts. It was 
mentioned to maybe also inquire about grants with the St. Charles Visitors Bureau and the 
Downtown Partnership. 
 
St. Charles Arts Council – Elizabeth Bellaver and Carole Sluski presented. The SCAC 
expanded their mission this past year to include any and all creative pursuits, and to serve and 
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promote the arts and creativity to the mutual benefit of the Arts and the St Charles community.  
Some of the major events they create and promote are the Fox Valley Arts Ramble, ArtsFest St. 
Charles, Pop-Up Art Galleries, Art in Public Places and the Gratitude Project.  The exposure 
that artists get by participating in these various arts events helps to enhance not only their 
individual art, but also adds to the visibility of St. Charles as a cultural and arts destination. 
There is an art tour app called Otocast, and Bellaver encouraged everyone to load that app on 
personal devices. The app is a great way to also discover how many people are visiting these 
various websites to get more info, and is an indicator in interest for these events. Funds they 
receive from the VCC will primarily go towards maintaining and growing their program and event 
offerings and building their operational capacity.  About $7K would go toward funding half of the 
expenses of the part-time contractor for the Arts Council.  They are working to begin a public art 
program that will bring temporary public installations to ArtsFest. Chosen artwork will help 
support local artists and they’re asking $8K from the VCC to contribute to this new program. 
 
Norris Cultural Arts Center – Mark Smith presented.  There are 2 more events in the Music in 
the Gallery season. This past year they hosted 4 public art gallery receptions, and curated and 
managed four seasonal art gallery exhibits which are open 5 days a week to the public. They 
recently collaborated with D303 to redesign the front of the NCAC. They’re committed to the 
capital needs of the building and not relying on the D303 to do that.  They provide an 
opportunity for artists to exhibit their art in one of the greatest art galleries in the area.  They 
continue to average 6-7 exhibits per year and in doing, collaborate with a lot of arts organization 
to present these exhibits. This summer they will host a joint exhibit of Fine Line and Water 
Street Arts works. This is the 5th season of Music in the Gallery which provides an intimate and 
engaging environment between the artist and the audience. Funding provided by the VCC will 
pay performer’s fees for the Music in the Gallery program, which enables them to maintain low 
ticket prices for all concerts. Funds also will help cover promotional materials costs. 
 
Preservation Partners of Fox Valley – Kelsey Shipton (Exec Dir.) presented. PPFV is very 
appreciative of the past support of the VCC. Their mission is to offer heritage education and to 
promote the appreciation and preservation of the Fox Valley’s rich architectural and historical 
resources. They operate 5 historic sites, 3 of which are in St. Charles. They provide fun, 
educational and interactive events for residents and visitors. They have a very successful 
school program of tours of the Durant House which are offered annually to 3rd and 4th grade 
classes. The funds requested by PPFV will go toward operations/staffing needs at the Beith 
House Museum and the Durant House and Sholes school and to educational programs, fees 
and promotion. Melone asked if they collaborate with the St. Charles History Museum. They do 
and are looking to do more joint events in the future. Becker asked if there are repairs to the 
Sholes School House. The buildings are owned by the Forest Preserve District and they operate 
the buildings. Masonry assessment of the Durant House will come next year. Melone asked if 
they’re looking at other historical structures to take under their wing. The Sholes School fell into 
their lap at a time when they were dissolving. They do not have the funds to support acquiring 
new buildings at this time. 
     
6. Adjournment 
 
Motion by Maholland, seconded by Corbin to adjourn the meeting at 8:37pm. The motion 
passed by a unanimous voice vote. 
 
Minutes prepared by Carylie Forte. 
 


