
AGENDA ITEM EXECUTIVE SUMMARY Agenda Item number:

Title: 
Historic Preservation Commission recommendation to 
approve Historic Landmark Designation for 630 N 3rd Ave., 
“Neumark-Hunt”    

Presenter: Rachel Hitzemann 

Meeting:  Planning & Development Committee Date:  November 11, 2019 

Proposed Cost:  N/A Budgeted Amount:  N/A Not Budgeted:     ☐ 
Executive Summary (if not budgeted please explain): 

Steve and Polly Hunt have nominated their property at 630 N. 3rd Avenue for Landmark status.

In accordance with the Zoning Ordinance, the Historic Preservation Commission held a public 
hearing on the landmark nomination on 11/6/19. The Commission recommended approval of the 
nomination by a vote of 4-0, based on the criteria listed in the attached resolution. 

The house was constructed circa 1922 in the Tudor Style, which was popular from the 1890-1940s 
and signified that the homeowner was affluent. 

The home was first owned by Max and Mina Neumark. In 1911, Max founded the Illinois Cleaners of 
Northern Illinois at 315 E Main St. At the time, it was the earliest and largest multi-location cleaning 
business in the Midwest. 

Max and Doris Hunt purchased the home in 1957. The Hunts were known for their dedicated 
volunteerism within St. Charles and the surrounding communities. The Reflections statue, that is 
located outside of City Hall, was created in their honor as a representation of their dedication to 
volunteerism. The home is still in possession of the Hunt family. 

If the Landmark designation is approved by City Council, a Certificate of Appropriateness from the 
Historic Preservation Commission will be required prior to issuance of a permit for construction, 
alteration, repair, demolition, relocation, or other material change that affects the exterior architectural 
appearance of the structure. 

Attachments (please list): 
Historic Commission Resolution, Landmark Nomination 

Recommendation/Suggested Action (briefly explain): 
Historic Preservation Commission recommendation to approve a Historic Landmark Designation for 
630 N 3rd Ave, “Neumark-Hunt”.
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City of St. Charles, Illinois 

 
Historic Preservation Commission Resolution No. 11-2019 

 

A Resolution Recommending Approval for Landmark Designation 
(630 N. 3rd Ave. – Neumark-Hunt) 

 
WHEREAS, per Section 17.32.060 of the St. Charles Zoning Ordinance, it is the 

responsibility of the St. Charles Historic Preservation Commission to evaluate applications for 

Landmark Designation and to make recommendations to the City Council regarding them; and 

      WHEREAS, the Historic Preservation Commission has reviewed the application for 

designation of 630 N 3rd Avenue and hereby finds that the Landmark nomination meets one or more 

of the criteria for Landmark Designation listed in Section 17.32.060.C of the St. Charles Zoning 

Ordinance based on the historical and architectural significance as described in the following 

findings: 

1. The property has character, interest or value which is part of the 
development, heritage or cultural character of the community, county or 
nation. 
-AND- 

2.  The property is identified with a person who significantly contributed to the 
development community, county, state or nation. 

 This home is located in the Pottawattamie Park area and is a well preserved example of the Tudor 
Style design. At the time of the house was built, this style home was an example of high cost 
construction that would signify someone had wealth. There are limited examples of Tudor style 
homes within the City.  

 
 The home was originally owned by Max and Mina Neumark. In 1911, Max founded Illinois 

Cleaners of Northern Illinois at 315 E Main St., what we know today as Marberry Cleaners. At the 
time Neumark established the business, it was the earliest and largest multi-location cleaning 
business in the Midwest. Max and Mina owned the home until 1944. 

 
 In 1957 Max and Doris Hunt purchased the home. Known for their dedicated volunteerism, the 

Hunts were instrumental in many projects and organizations within the City and in the surrounding 
Tri-City area. Some of the projects the Hunts were involved in include organizing and raising funds 
to build the entire Norris Campus, including Cultural Center, the Sports Complex and the building 
that is now St. Charles East High School. Max was a major organizer of the St. Charles Youth 
Center, and Doris co-founded both CASA Kane County and the St. Charles Art and Music Festival. 
The Reflections statue that sits outside City Hall at 2 E Main St. was made in their honor as a 
representation of their dedication to volunteerism.    
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3. The structure embodies distinguishing characteristics of an architectural style 
valuable for the study of a period, type, method of construction, or use of 
indigenous materials.  
-AND- 

4. The structure embodies elements of design, detailing, materials, or 
craftsmanship that are of architectural significance.  
Located north of the Central Historic District, this home represents one of the 
limited examples of the popular and costly 1890-1940 Tudor Style homes. The 
windows and recessed entry door are original. The wood material, slate roof, brick 
and stucco with wood beam exterior are also original.  
 
 

5.   Property has a unique location or physical characteristics that make it a 
familiar visual feature.  

 The home was built in the Tudor Style architecture in 1922. It sits at a highly 
visible corner on N. 3rd Ave. and is often a stop on architectural tours conducted in 
the area.  

 
5. The property is suitable for preservation or restoration. 

The house has been owned by the Hunt family since Max and Doris purchased it in 
1957. There have been two additions to the original structure, but each addition was 
properly sized and complements the original structure. The exterior of the home has 
been minimally altered and is suitable for preservation.  

 
 
 

NOW THEREFORE, be it resolved by the St. Charles Historic Preservation 

Commission to recommend to the City Council that the property known as 630 N 3rd Ave. as 

legally described in Exhibit “A”, be designated as a Landmark, and that it be referred to as the 

“Neumark- Hunt”, with a construction date of circa 1922. 

Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes: Smunt, Pretz, Mann, Malay,  
Nays: None 
Absent: Norris, Kessler, Krahenbuhl 
Abstain: None    
 
Motion Carried. 

 
PASSED, this 6th day of November, 2019. 

 
 
 

Chairman 
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Exhibit “A” 

Legal Description 
 

LOTS 1, 12 AND 13 IN BLOCK 4 OF GRANDVIEW ADDITION TO ST. CHARLES, 
IN THE CITY OF ST. CHARLES, KANE COUNTY, ILLINOIS. 
PIN #09-27-330-001 

 















































HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISION  

ADDENDUM TO DESCRIPTIVE STATEMENT 

NEUMARK HUNT HOME 

 

Max and Doris Hunt were very active and philanthropic members of St. Charles. They were early and 
supportive members of Baker Memorial United Methodist Church.  Max was president and served on 
the District 303 School Board for 16 years.   Amongst his other achievements was the 1978 recipient of 
the Charlemagne Award.  Max and Doris’ community contributions include the construction of the St 
Charles Salvation Army Building, the expansion of Riverwoods Christian Center, the choral rehearsal 
room at Elgin Community College, the founding of Fox Valley Volunteer Hospice, and the construction of 
the Norris Campus.  Doris was the recipient of the 2007 Barth Award by Tri-City Family Services, of which 
Doris and Max co-founded.  Doris played a significant role in establishing CASA Kane County; CASA 
created a volunteer award in her honor. The Reflection sculpture, which was created by Guy Belaver, 
was made in honor of Max and Doris and represents the spirt of volunteerism.  

Max and Doris raised their six children in this home.  Their names are Deborah (passed in 2007), 
Stephen, Jeffrey, Gregory, David and Jennifer. Stephen and his wife Polly purchased this home from Max 
and Doris in 2003.  They did extensive renovations to the home and added the second story addition to 
the east in 2005.  Their home continues to be a hub of family life. 










