AGENDA ITEM EXECUTIVE SUMMARY | Agenda ltem number: 3e

. Discussion regarding amendments to the Zoning Ordinance,
Title: ot
Chapter 17.28 “Signs
ST. CHARLES Presenter: | Russell Colby
Meeting: Planning & Development Committee Date: March 12, 2018
Proposed Cost: N/A Budgeted Amount: N/A Not Budgeted: [

Executive Summary (if not budgeted please explain):

The City’s Sign Code, Chapter 17.28 of the Zoning Ordinance, was last significantly updated in 2006.
Since that time, the sign code has been amended periodically for specific issues that have arisen.

Over the past few months, staff has identified the following issues with the Sign Code, which may
warrant a more significant overhaul of the regulations:

Regulation of temporary signs (such as yard signs) is limited. Currently, only temporary signs
displaying certain types of information are regulated, and the code lacks standards regarding
size, number, or placement for most types of temporary signs.

Historically, messages contained on signage have been viewed by courts as protected speech
under the First Amendment of the U.S. Constriction, which limits the City’s ability to regulate
the actual content or speech on a sign. More recently, the Supreme Court ruled that classifying
signs by type (by categories such as real estate sign or political sign) in effect regulates the
content of the signs, which may violate the First Amendment. The City’s Sign Code currently
regulates a number of temporary, permanent and permit-exempt signs by sign type or function.
The Supreme Court also opined that setting different sign standards for different businesses or
land uses within the same Zoning District would similarly be considered unconstitutional. The
City’s Sign Code currently contains some sign standards for specific businesses or land uses.

In order to address these issues, staff proposes to amend the Sign Code, with the goals of:

Regulating all temporary signs by zoning district, with standards for size, number, placement
location and setbacks.

Eliminating categories in the code based on function or content (such as “garage sale sign”).
Eliminating sign regulations that apply only to specific businesses or land uses.

Changing terminology but keeping existing regulations for permanent signs (including number,
face area, height, etc.)

Generally cleaning up and simplifying code language and terminology.

Attachments (please list):
Chapter 17.28 of the City Code, “Signs”

Recommendation/Suggested Action (briefly explain):
Provide feedback to staff. If the Committee supports amending the code, then recommend to direct staff
to file a General Amendment to amend the Sign Code, Title 17 “Zoning”, Chapter 17.28 “Signs”.

Staff will then prepare a draft of the code amendments and file a General Amendment application for
review and public hearing by the Plan Commission. The amendments and Plan Commission
recommendation would then be presented to the Committee for consideration.
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Chapter 17.28

SIGNS

Sections:  17.28.010 Purpose

17.28.020 General Provisions

17.28.030 Sign Area Computation

17.28.040 Sign Standards By Type

17.28.050 Permitted Signs By Zoning District
17.28.060 Illumination

17.28.070 Historic Signs

17.28.080 Prohibited Signs

17.28.090 Exemptions

17.28.100 Temporary Signs

17.28.110 Master Sign Plan

17.28.120 Amortization of Nonconforming Signs

17.28.010 Purpose
The purpose of this Chapter is to establish a framework for a comprehensive system of sign controls
governing the display, design, construction, installation and maintenance of signs that will:

A.

TOMmON®

Balance the rights of individuals to identify their businesses and convey their messages, and the
rights of the public to be protected against the unrestricted proliferation of signs.

Protect the public health, safety, comfort, convenience and general welfare.

Reduce traffic hazards.

Enhance the attractiveness of the City.

Protect property values.

Promote economic development.

Further the objectives of the Comprehensive Plan.

Preserve the right of free speech exercised through the use of signs containing noncommercial
messages.

17.28.020 General Provisions

A.

Violations

It shall be unlawful for any person to erect, relocate, modify or alter any sign, or structure
supporting a sign, in violation of the provisions of this Title. Signs which are not allowed by this
Chapter as permitted signs or exempt signs, shall be prohibited. No sign shall be placed on a lot
without prior consent of the property owner.

Placing Signs on Public Right of Way

No signs shall be erected on any public right of way other than those placed by agencies of
government or signs whose placement has been authorized by the jurisdiction having authority
over the right of way. The City, without notice, may remove any sign placed on public right of
way without authorization.

View Obstruction

All signs and attention getting devices shall comply with the sight triangle provisions of Section
17.22.010 F and the provisions of Section 12.04.200 of Title 12 of the St. Charles Municipal Code
regarding corner obstructions, except that directional signs otherwise meeting the requirements of
this Chapter may be located within the sight triangle.

Removal of Unused Structural Supports

No foundation, pole, frame, cabinet, or other structural support for a sign shall be erected or
maintained independently of a sign allowed by this Chapter. All such structural supports shall be
removed at the time of removal of any sign or signs for which they provide support, except that a
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structural support may remain for a period of not more than 30 days following the issuance of a
permit to change the face of a sign, or erect a different sign, using the same structural support.

17.28.030 Sign Area Computation

A. Area of Signs in Cabinets, Frames, and on Panels:

The area of a sign enclosed in a frame or cabinet or painted on or affixed to a panel shall be the
area of the sign contained within the outer limits of the frame, cabinet or panel. The area of such
sign shall not include any external architectural framing elements or supporting structure such as
a post, unless the architectural elements, or supporting structure is designed as an integral part of
the message or face of the sign. When there are multiple display signs within a frame, cabinet, or
panel, the sign area shall be the area encompassed by the entire frame, cabinet, or panel, and not

the area of the individual display signs.
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B. Area of Signs Composed of Individual Letters or Elements

DON o
JERRY'S

KAREN TIMOTHY
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The area of a sign comprised of individual letters or other elements attached to a building wall or
freestanding wall shall be the area of the smallest square or rectangle that can be drawn around

the letters and/or elements.
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C. Area of Double-Faced Signs
The sign area for a sign with two faces shall be a) when the sign faces are connected at an interior
angle of sixty degrees (60°) or more, the sign area shall be computed by measurement of both
faces; when the sign faces are parallel or connected at an interior angle of sixty degrees (60°) or
less, the sign area shall be computed by the measurement of one (1) of the faces.

D. Measurement of Sign Height
Sign height shall be the vertical distance from the highest point of the sign to the grade of the
adjoining street curb; if there is no adjoining curb, to the grade of the edge of the adjoining street

pavement.
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E. Measurement of Sign Setback
Required setbacks for freestanding signs shall be measured horizontally, from the closest point of
the sign structure to the property line extended vertically.

17.28.040 Sign Standards By Type
A. Freestanding Signs

1.

The primary support of a permanent freestanding sign shall be erected in such a manner that
at least forty-two (42) inches of the length of the structural support is underground. This
requirement may be increased based upon the size of the sign and the height of the sign if
necessary to provide for wind loads or other structural factors, as determined by the Building
Commissioner. The Building Commissioner may require documentation from a structural
engineer or manufacturer that indicates proper design and installation in relation to the sign’s
structural support.

Freestanding monument signs shall be mounted on a decorative masonry, metal or natural
stone base. Alternative materials may be approved where they correspond with the
appearance of one or more materials used on the exterior of the building. The width of the
base of any monument sign, as measured parallel to the sign face, shall be a minimum of fifty
percent (50%) of the width of the sign face.

B. Wall and Projecting Signs

l.

Wall and projecting signs shall be safely and securely attached to the building wall. No sign
affixed to a building shall project higher than the building height.
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2. Except as permitted in the CBD-1 and CBD-2 Districts, signs shall not project into the public
right-of-way.

3. Wall signs shall be affixed flat against the building wall and shall not project more than
twelve (12) inches. No wall sign shall cover wholly or partially any wall opening or
architectural feature.

17.28.050 Permitted Signs By Zoning District
A. Residential Districts
Table 17.28-1 lists signs permitted in residential districts. Other signs may be permitted in
residential districts, as specifically provided elsewhere in this Chapter.
Business and Mixed Use Districts
Table 17.28-2 lists signs permitted in business and mixed use districts CBD-1, CBD-2, BL, BC,
and BR. Other signs may be permitted in these districts, as specifically provided elsewhere in
this Chapter.
C. Office Research, Manufacturing, and Public Lands Districts
Table 17.28-3 lists signs permitted in office research, manufacturing, and public lands districts.
Other signs may be permitted in these districts, as specifically provided elsewhere in this Chapter.

o]

17.28-4



¢-8CL1

. ((@(V) 1A 8 91-0961 'PIO
1§ 777-9861 PIO 1 S 8-7-8861 PIO Sl § 1-Z-6861 PO T § ¥1-Z-1661 PO € § 9-Z-S661 "PIO 1 § 81-Z-8661 PIO T § S-Z-¥00T "PIO)

pauquyoad a - 1918213
- . Kdouey/Suiume jo a5BIU0I) e o
ale sSurtume 1|yoeg J10§o - : T -- S1 JOASUOIYM ‘95BION 132108 sardour)) pue sSuIUMY/
] AR y Jteauif Jad Js | = Funena]
Jo opew 2q |[eys sSHlUMY Jad suo Jo sseulsnq Jad suQ
arRULUN|jI 91800 1ojeais
pojeuItnlL -- poyeoo] . -- S1 10AQUDIYM ‘O5IU0Y 19048 susis [jem
A||eUIa1Ul 9q JoU jjBeyS UoIyMm Uo fem jo 3 Jeautj 1od Js 7| 1od 510 10 ssouisng Jod 3UQ)
pajeutumnijl . <
AJ[euIolut aq 10U ||BYS ¥38 359l | 30l 10 s0d 2uQ Sust§ UonEOyIUSP]

3 2
i pa1edo] - SUSIS T Uyl 2101 suSis Adouro pue Suume ‘e
yolyMm uo [em Jo Y Jeauj tod Js ¢°| ou jnq ‘jrem Surpjing aad | : :
38 ST 8101 IYio [V ¥ o8euoy 1901s Jod suQ suS1g uouBILIIUSP]

us 1S 06 210U 10 JS 0OO°SE JO SI0] UQ

pajeuIwn]y; — R R .
Aj[eusaiul oq 10U |[YS 59 auo sufis Kdoueo pue Surume ‘e
paTeUTIN]|! 59 "™ U0 SUSIS UOLEOIIUSP]

AJ[ewIaiul 9q 10U |[BYS

Suipueisaaly 1o Suipjing . Suipue)saal) Suiemp
3y} 01 payoene aq AR ¥8 #’C nyg¢ \A:Eﬁ. O_wcmm 1od UO m@um_ﬂoﬁc‘mz

pareurwiniji $2.10% U3} ueyl 20w Jo
H H ~ “ . =

Ajjeuiaiul aq 10U [eyS ug JS §L spun +0¢ siuawdojeAsp 10} o3IO} susig
¢A|UO SUBIS JUILUNUOIA]

us 19211s [BUISIXO [RUOLIIPPE uoneaynuap| uswdoldaa(

45 06 suun ge-01
oro 10J ouo snid ‘om],

=)
spudwaanbay 12y10 JUSI9H LAY WNWIXEA] Praras JQUEN N WNWIXBIA adAy,
WNWIXBA] : AMOY Wwnuiury N :




93T L1

“430]0 JO opew 2q [[Bys sSutumy

uey) Joy3y oN

3} deaury 1od 35 | = Suena]

10018 ssaursng 1od ouo
*0eju01y 1004S SuIp|ng
1od ouo ‘ssausng 1ed suQ

sassaulsng 100}j yoddn
NQBEQ& Adoo sjqeaBueyd Suip[ing Jo WyFeY . e 10} wwo:_vus@ 12d [euonippe
‘afviuol) Joong urepy ansoddo e 5. TouBHy oZ udis1d s g woi 33 ¢ uonoeford| suo snid ‘ssaursnq 1od suQ) |A1BpUOIIg st
A[30211ID [[esm UO PAILOO] 3¢ 1SN : WNWIXBY 11991 Ure uo a3eIuoyy 'o1S
192118 YN SSUIping Jo4 Bunosford
panquyoid Adoo ofqeagueyo 1y P —— "Ae[dsip awin) 10 YoO[0 B fes
00T $1 Ae[dsIp s 10 Y50[0 B YIm e E. bg,_m:_ oZ 103 paniwiad 35 7| [RUOIIPPY |woy 33 ¢ uonosfoxd ssauisnq 1od ou() Arewlig
suSs ueamiaq Suroeds wnwiuIy : 35 81 WNWIXBY
10)213 ST JSADIYM
‘ssauIsng 03 ouenU
panquyoid aie s3urume Jypyoeg | Sulpymq jo w3y | Adoued/Surume Jo afejuol) B orjqnd 12d suo0 10 ‘a5ejU0y sardoue)

pue sSurumy

SuSIs
A\ A1BpUO029G JOJ SUOHIPUOD

o) Suneaw [[ea uo penuiad AjuQ

gurppng jo wySiay
ue 19Y31y ON

$S0] 1 IOADYOIYM
35 001 10 "pared0o] Yorym
uo [jes Jo 3y seaur] Jod Js ¢y

o3eIu0iy J0ons
INOYHM [[EM B UO PIJBDO]
Supping € 03 20UBDUD
orjgqnd jeuonippe fad auQ
10
ezed orqnd 10

1924s moyim [[em Jod suQ

10] Sunyred e Juroe] ofejuo.y

AIepuosag

sugig
em

SurpIng yo jysrey
uet 1y3ny oN

SS9 SE JOAQUOTIYMm
1S G711 10 “pajedo] yoiym
uo [jem jo 1y Jeauyy 1ad §s ¢ |

Iojea1d
S1 J2ASYOIYM. 23 eIuc)
100ms ssouisnq 1ad suo
10 “o8ryuoiy Joons Fuipying
1ad suo ‘ssauisng sod 2uQ

Arewrnig

saoeds Sunyjied
A3055200€ 2J0U1 10 UL} [Im $10]
uo Ao panuuiad sudis g odA 1

"y 21 sudis g odA
"1 § 1suBis y odA T,

35 06 susis g odA
3591 suBs y adA 1

P 01 sudts g odL,
auou :sudrs y adA ],

jo1 12d 2uQy

suBig uoneIyIuLp]

(Surpue)seayy) susig

¥ Sl 35001 301 ofejuoy 300ns Jod suQ soyue0 Fuiddoys
RISl I-add
sjudwNbIY YIS WSPH Wnuxe BIIY WINUWIXEIA] AEaS JIQUIR N WINWIXEIA] adA ],
’ ) ) ) AAOY WRUWIUITA )

SLOIYLSIA 380 TIXTA ANV SSANISNE HO4d SNOIS FHLLINYAd
T8TLT A1AVYL

SNDIS




L8TLI1
"SI9WI0) AInjuay) pue ‘(jueg
1585]) GNUOAY ISILI/PALI(] OPISIOARY H(S[IBYD) IS PIO) YMON 19918 pIry ] ‘(10si(] Juswido[oAspay 1001 18IL]) INOS 1901 18I apnjout sjowsiq Surddoys .
‘Kaadoxd oryqnd 1130 J0 A JO JYSLI UO PRILoO] AIE sIsuuRq UM ofqeotidde JoN |

("6T § ¥2-7Z2-800Z "PIO ‘ZT § €-Z-0T0C "PI0)

¢ o whtap tsoptan o [ woy —
: :,. OISIp Wy J 3 Sl 35 0T )} ¥ uonosfoid Surpying 1od su o d/susl
oq [JBYS TPaYROO] YOIM Ul JOLISI(] ; : B e yonsi(q Suiddoyg
Surddoyg ays Ajuo Ayuopt Key XEN
1} 6 90ULIE3[d [BONISA WNUIIIW _ _uwS:od 101 . 10] 12d sauIayos J0[02 10 s910d Surpue)saaiy
”_&2 Suppred ur pepruniad KjuQ JOJS 0L Jod s | = eare jaIo, ¥ suSIsop om] R S10W JON] U0 SIouuBg
sjuduwRIINbIY PYPO JYSIOH WNWIXBIA] BA.IY WINWIXEIA] ?rcw_ﬂo—_“_h”_m::g JIquIN N WRWIXBIA] adAy,

SLOIALSIA 38N @IXIA ANV SSHANISNE 304 SNOIS dALLINTHd
T-8TLT A'TAVL

SNOIS



8-8C°L1

‘S1I9UI0)) AInud)) pue ((ueg

1SB) ONUOAY 1S11,4/5ALIC] APISIBALY £(S314eYD IS PIO) YMON 19948 Py, ‘(301081 WOwWdO[2AdPY 1991 I8114) YINOS 193G 151l opnjoul s10LIsiq Suiddoysg ¢

121sI suiddoys
uS . [fem woy
e ulLiim uSISep uLojlun B Jo s 1 1 uonosfoid Supimg sod su slouueg/susls
aq |[eYS :pa1BIO] YOIyM Ul JOLISI usl 3502 t_H:E._me. ’ outpLng O Jsig Swddoys
Suiddoyg ay3 Ajuo Ajpuspi Aejp EN
jlesm woy $S91 SI J9ADYDIYM
panqiyosd Adoo ajqeasuey) -- s "1 $ uonosfoid ‘|1 JO 199) Jeaul] suS1g Suroefoad
WNWIXB 06 Jad 1 10 ssawisnq 1ad |

panqiyotd ae sSutume yppRyg
‘Y1019 JO pEW aq [[eys sSutumy

Adoueo/Sulume Jo aSeiuol)
y Jeaul] 1ad Js | = SuLIane]

1918215
S1 10A9UDIYM ‘98 RIU0L Jo0NS
Jod suo 10 ssauisng 1od auQ

sardoue)) pue sSurumy

Suipjing o wSiey
uBYl 19YSKy oN

Paied0] yoiym
uo [[em Jo Y Jeaulf dod §s ¢7)

1018015
S1 ISAQUDIYM ‘9FBIUOL 108118
15d suo Jo ssouisng Jad auQ

SuSiS [lem

a5n _w_uco—u_moucoc JU0 1589
e pue Js 000'S < ULy} alow Jo $10]
uo A[uo pepiuitad suSis g adA ],

Y Q1:suBis g odA g,

‘Y g :suSis y adK |,

35 06 suSis g odA L
Js 9] sudis y adA L

"y 0] suSis g adK |,
suou :suSis y ad£ |,

10] dod |

suS1g uoedynuapy

 ponupuod z-gTLI ATAV

SNDIS




6-8CL1

((9) (DA § 91-0961 PO X(8) (@ IIA § 91-0961 PO *(9) (D mIA § 91
-0961 "0 :(1ed) $=9961 "PAO “(ed) 1€-8961 PO ‘aued) (O °€ V) 9p-Z-TL61 PIO °1 § 12-7-8861 IO *P1-Z-1661 P10 ‘1 § 6ZC661 P10 -9
‘¢ § C1-7-€661 PIO T 1 § T1-Z-4661 PIO 11 § 9T-Z-6661 'PIO ‘1 § £-Z-T00T "PIO 1 § 81-Z-200T PO °1 § 9-Z-¥00T PO 1 § L-Z-500T "P1O)

1J 6 9OURIEI]D [EDILIDA LU _ a3e3u01y 10] . 10] Jod sowaYos JO[Od 10 sojod Suipue}sesyy
5301 Supsjred ur payrued AjUQ Jos 01 ded s 1 =eale jejoL B0l sugisep 0M) UBY) I0W JON "o sisuueg
e woly
-~ 188 ‘13 § uonoafoid ssoursng Jod | su81g Sunoaloid
WNWIXe
panquyoid are s3ulume jpjoeg -- Adoueo/Surume Jo 95eJu0Y . S1 10AD Mo_ﬂm\wwowm o1 serdoue)
“YIO[0 JO epeUL 8 [[BYS STUIUMY 3 1eour] 1od 35 | = SuLona 1ooms hu m.mwém:@ wo mw pue sfuIimy
Ba1e 100[} 81} JO %S| e 1918213
rnw. b=
Poa9oxe J0U [[eyS BaIR I} SFeIuoy M_%m_ww%mﬁ“sw_@: w0 m%vwmowvo,ﬂw:hw d1s o - S1 J0ASYOIYM ‘28BIU0Y suSIS [1BM
[eAs JOLI9IXS OU SEBY oS 2ISYA 1 194SHION e 303 s ol 10018 10 ssouIsnq Jad suQ

$$9] S1 JI2AYOIYM. 8 :SI2IN)OBINUBIA QIO 1O SuBIS
1 00| = sudis Suipueiseay 1o w_ . .: HoruMm J ¢ ;u m: Ec 2 Jursear|/s9[eS S[OTYIA
ussmIeq Uoleiedas WA Y&l OOm o wﬁw%ﬁhw%:wwvmm uE 90l 1 .MNH: H%MﬂzME ¢ 10O /UOTIBDIJIIUSP]
¥ t dys L0 ( -Jeamoginuely | [EUONIPPY

R . S$S9[ ST IASYDIYM ‘IS =
1} 001 = suds Suipuelsaayy Supping suS1g uoneoIIuapy
usam1sq uoneredas WNUWIUIA ¥ sl 05 J0 BuIp[Ing [euontppe of v ot edrounsd [euonippe 1ad { BUORIPPY

30 93eyuoxy xeauy] 1ad 38 G170 fedroupd [EUOHIPP Jevontpp

1 001 = SUSIS SuIpueIsealy . mv o1 g d -
uoaMIaq uoneredss wnwuIy sl MMWMMMMM;MW@M _@hm hw mﬂwv:w:w ¥ ot 107430 | Sus1S UONEBOPNUSP]
93e1u0l) 199135 QU0 UBY) SI0W SeY S 5Tejuol; 1900 DU SuSIg 129D
10us)) Surddoyg 31 paynuad AjuQ B <1 3% 001 v ol Swddoyg reuomppe 1od | | Suiddoyg jeuontppy
10§ pONd 1301 1ua)) Surddoyg 1ed | [uSIS 103URD Suiddoyg

syudwaImbay BYIO 1YS19Y wnwixe APEAIS
I . 31 IXEIAl BAIY WINWIXBIA] PO — JOGUIN N WNUIXEIA adAL
. spwmsqud pue g ‘19
panupuoe) 7-87°LT AIAVL

SNDIS




01-8C'LI

O @x1

§ 91-0961 PIO

‘T€-8961 PIO ‘P1-Z-1661

P10 ‘7 § L-Z-€10T "PIO)

©OIE JOO[J 913} JO %G’ ]
Pa90X2 10U [JeyS kaIe A} 93eIuoly
[[eA JOLIS)XS OU SBY 981 A1 A

Suipymg Jo WSiey
uey; Joysry oN

Pa1eo0] [oITMm
uo [jem Jo 3 Jeour 10d Js (']

1012213 ST IOASYITYM
‘08e1u01y 19515 1od
ouo 10 sseursnqg yad suQy

SusIs [lem

panqryoxd are s3urume JpoRy
3070 JO spew 2q [[eys sSuumy

¥ 01

RER )

Adoueo/Burume Jo 93ejuoi}
1§ Ieaur] Jod 35 1 = Sunpo

souRnUS Je[noryea oTjqnd
13d ouo snyd ‘01 10d |

1918213 ST IOASTIIM
‘oFejuol] 19oms Jod
ouo Jo sseursnqg yad suQ

suSI§ uonesynuUepy

sordoue) pue sSurusmy

1018013 SI JoAYOTYM

BuIpIIng 3O JyStey PoYEco] yorym - ‘o8ein0i 100ms 1od SuSiS [rem
uey} JOYSH ON | UO Jjem Jo 3J Jeaur] 1od Js ¢'| suo 10 ssoursng 1od ouQ :
. SSOT ST IOASYOIYM ‘IS
¥ 001 = sudrs Surpue)seal; . Surpring SUSIS UONLINUSP]
. Y 19 10 uIping jeuonippe ou) ¥yoI

usam1aq uoneredss WU 10 o8ejuoxy 13 wouy sad 35 <10 rediourid jeuonippe 1od | [BUOTYIPPY

Y 001 = sudis Surpue)soaiy SSOT 81 19A3oIyM
pdnas 3ol 38 001 X0 Suping oy ¥ 01 101 3ad | SU3IS uonEOynUSp]

ussmiaq uoneredos WINUIIUIIA

panqgoxd ore sSurume Ipoeyg
“JI0[0 JO oprUI 2q [[BYS sSutumy

Jo o8ruoxg 3y yesuy] Jod Js ¢

Adoueo/Furume Jo oSejuoiy
Y Jeour] dod I | = Sumene]

1918013 ST JOAYOTYM
‘a8e0Jy 10015 1od
auo 10 sseursng 1od ouQ

serdoue))
pue sSurumy

1918313 ST JoASYOIYM

Supimg 3o w3ray PoIE20] yorym - “o8ejuo] 190138 Jod SusIS e
ugy} 19U ON | UO [Jem O 3 Jeour] Jod Js '] 50 o ssoursnq 1od SUQ :
"ATuo usgis ¢ h%\y wﬁ E“wowww u31§ UonBOYIIuSp]
JUSWINUOJA] *[0JIU09 JO dIysIaumo g Nw o1 %.« o 15001 ¥ 01 auo Jo ney| ur Syred 9o1j0 u3Ig ied 901330
ayun sopun yied 901 ’
poIy1 pun e 30 ¢ 01 ¢z spred 3030 12d u3rs ywownuoul |
‘g8 IS oS o8ejuoly 100ns 3od | sugrg uonesnuapy

IYSIOY WINWIXBIA]

eqPs
AOY WnWurpy]

JaqUUIN N WNUWITXCIA]

adAL




SIGNS

17.28.060 Humination
A.  Flashing Signs

No sign or other advertising structure shall have lights or illuminations that flash, move, rotate,

scintillate, blink, flicker, vary in intensity or color, or use intermittent electrical pulsations, except

that electronic reader boards that change copy or illumination are permitted in all Zoning Districts
where internally illuminated signs are permitted as follows:

1. Electronic reader board signs shall be permitted to change no more frequently than once per
every 15 seconds and shall not exceed 50% or 50 square feet, whichever is less, of the sign on
which it is located.

2. Electronic reader board signs in the CBD-1 and CBD-2 Districts shall be permitted to change
no more frequently than once per every 30 seconds and shall not exceed 30% or 30 square
feet, whichever is less, of the sign on which it is located.

3. The change of copy or illumination is of a duration of one second or less, shall be permitted.

{Ord. 2012-Z-5 § 6.)

B. Limitations on Neon and Series Lighting

1.  Neon advertising signs shall be permitted as wall signs, subject to the standards of this
Chapter and this Title.

2. Series lighting or neon tubing used to accentuate or trim windows, architectural features, or to
outline borders of signs or buildings, is specifically prohibited.

C.  Hours of Hlumination
Exterior signs shall be illuminated only during business hours or between the hours of 7:00am and
11:00pm, whichever is later.

D. Direction of Hlumination

All sign illumination shall be designed, located, shielded and directed so as to prevent the casting of

glare or direct light upon adjacent streets and surrounding properties.

{Ord. 2012-Z-5§ 7)

17.28.0670 Historic Signs

A small number of existing signs in the City may be closely identified with a cultural or commetcial
entity or building that forms a part of the character or history of the community. Such signs, however, may
have been erected under a previous code and may not conform to all of the provisions of this Chapter. The
intent of this Section is to permit such signs to be maintained. Therefore, a sign erected prior to January 1,
1966 that does not conform to one or more provisions of this Chapter may continue to be maintained and
shall not be subject to the amortization provisions of this Title, if the City Council determines, upon the
recomnmendation of the Historic Preservation Commission, that all of the following standards have been

met:
A. The sign was lawfully erected prior to January 1, 1966, and has been continuously maintained in
the same location since that date.
B. Thesign:
1. Isattached to a significant historic building or landmark, and has come to be identified with
that building or landmark, whether or not it is original to it; or
2. Islocated on a site that has been continuously operated for the same business use since
January 1, 1966 or earlier.
C.  The sign is of a unique shape or type of design representative of its era, and that is not commonly
found in contemporary signs.
D. The sign identifies a building or business that is associated with a family, business or organization
that was noteworthy in the history of the St. Charles community.
E.  The sign does not violate Section 17.28.080, Prohibited Signs.
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17.28.680 Prohibited Signs

A

it shall be unlawful to erect or maintain the following signs:
Signs which Constitute a Traffic Hazard

No sign shall:
{.  Obstruct free and clear vision at any street, intersection, parking lot entrance or exit, or
driveway.

2. interfere with, obstruct the view of| or be designed so as to be confused with any authorized
traffic sign, signal or device because of its position, shape or coior.

3. Make use of the words STOP, LOOK, DETOUR, DANGER or any other word, phrase,
symbol or character in a manner that misleads, interferes with or confuses traffic,

4. Nosign in direct line of vision of a traffic signal shall be illuminated in red, green or amber
color in such a manner that the sign iflumination could be confused with the illumination
from a traffic signal.

Moving Parts

No sign shall have visible moving, revolving or rotating parts or visible mechanical movement of

any kind, except for the movable hands of street clocks, and movement caused by the wind in the

case of banners or flags.

Signs of an Offensive Nature

No sign shall display any matter in which the dominant themne of the material taken as a whole

appeals to a prurient interest in sex, or is patently offensive because it affronts contemporary

community standards relating to the description or representation of sexual matters, and is utterly
without redeeming social value.

Obstruction of Doors, Windews or Fire Escapes

No sign or other advertising structure shall be erected, relocated or maintained so as to prevent free

ingress to and egress from any door, window or fire escape. No sign of any kind shall be attached to

a standpipe or fire escape.

Signs on Parked Vehicles

No-sign shall be displayed on a vehicle parked in an off-street parking or loading area, or in an

outdoor motor vehicle display area, except in the following instances:

1. The sign pertains to the sale, lease or rental of the vehicle on which it is displayed; or

2. Thesign is painted or otherwise affixed to a truck, bus or other vehicle that is used to carry
goods or people or to provide services at least one day per week, as an accessory use to the
business identified on the sign.

Signs resting on, or attached to, vehicles or trailers used as a means to circumvent the provisions of

this Chapter are prohibited.

(Ord. 1991-2-35; Ord. 1975-Z-7; Ord. 1968-30; Ord. 1960-16 § IV (M)}

Portable Signs

Portable signs are prohibited, except when authorized by a governmental agency in conjunction

with construction or enforcement activities.

Off-Premise Signs

Signs which advertise a business or service not located on the same lot or within the same PUD or

Shopping Center, or which otherwise do not relate to the uses permitted on the lot or within the

same PUD or Shopping Center, such as billboards, are prohibited in all districts except:

1. Inthe PL District, an Identification Sign advertising a business or service may be located off-
premise on an adjacent lot in the PL District.

2. Inthe CBD-1 and CBD-2 District, for lots without street frontage, in lieu of an Identification
Sign located on the fot, an Identification Sign may be located off-premise on an adjacent Tot
with street frontage in either the CBD-1 or CBD-2 zoning district, subject to the authorization
of the property owner.
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Any off-premise sign that is no longer utilized shall be removed by the owner of the sign or the

owner of the property on which the sign is located.
(Ord. 2014-Z-11 § 2.)

17.28.090 Exemptions

A

Maintenance Operations

The following maintenance operations are allowed and do not require a permit:

1.  Changing the advertising copy or message on an existing changeable copy sign or similar
approved sign, whether illuminated or non-illuminated.

2. Painting, repainting, cleaning, or other normal maintenance of a sign, not involving structural
changes, changes to the permanent copy displayed on the sign, or changes in the electrical
components of the sign.

Pelitical Signs

Political signs are allowed and do not reguire a permit.

Community Event Signs

Temporary signs in conjunction with special events conducted by governmental agencies,

educational institutions or charitable, not-for-profit organizations, such as philanthropic campaigns,

church activities and other community activities, are allowed and do not require a permit, subject to
the following:

1.  Such signs shall not exceed thirty-two (32) square feet in area.

2. Such signs shall not be erected earlier than 30 days prior to the event or series of events, and
shall be removed not later than 7 days following the conclusion of the event or series.

3. Such signs may be located on a lot or lots owned by Federal, State or local governmental
agencies with permission of the lot owner, not including public rights of way unless
specifically authorized by the agency having jurisdiction.

Regulatory Signs

Permanent signs erected by a governmental agency regulating vehicular or pedestrian traffic, or

designating or giving directions to streets, schools, historic sites, community facilities or public

buildings, posting rules of use for a facility, identifying or interpreting features of a site, sports
scoreboards, and similar signs are allowed and do not require a permit.

Signs erected on a lot containing a public facility owned by a governmental agency may include

sponsor identification and advertising, provided that the advertising is sized, located and oriented so

as to be viewed primarily by patrons of the public facility, and not by the general public traveling
on public streets or adjoining property. Such signage is allowed in any non-residential district and

does not require a permit unless the sign is electrically operated or illuminated, in which case a

permit is required to ensure compliance with applicable codes.

Memorial Plaques

Memorial or commemorative plagues or tablets such as those denoting a person or persons

memorialized, a natural or manmade feature, a building name and/or date of erection, or a location

of historic significance, and not exceeding eight (8) square feet in area are allowed and do not
require a permit,

Flags

Flags of any government or governmental agency, or any patriotic, religious, charitable, civic,

educational or fraternal organization are allowed and do not require a permit.

Temporary Displays or Decorations for Helidays and Special Occasions

Temporary displays or decorations for holidays and special occasions are allowed and do not

require a permit, subject to the following:

1. Temporary displays or decorations customarily associated with any national, state, local or
religious holiday or celebration shall be erected no earlier than forty-five (45) days before and
removed no later than fourteen (14) days after the holiday or celebration,

2. Temporary displays or decorations announcing special occasions including, but not limited

17.28-13



SIGNS

to, the birth of a child and birthdays shall be displayed for a maximum of five days.

Small Real Estate Signs

Non-illuminated real estate signs that are six square feet or less in area and a) if freestanding, do not

exceed 5 feet in height, or b) if attached to a building or structure, do not exceed 20 feet above grade,

are aliowed and do not require a permit; there shall be not more than one such sign per lot, except
that on a corner or through lot, two signs, one adjoining each street, are allowed.

Garage Sale Signs

Temporary signs advertising a permitted garage or yard sale are allowed and do not require a

permit. Such signs shall only be located on the lot or lots that are participating in the garage or yard

sale. Such signs shall be posted no earlier than forty-eight (48) hours prior to the commencement
of the event, and removed no later than twenty-four {24) hours after the conclusion of the event.

Directional Signs

Directional signs are allowed and do not require a permit unless the sign is electrically operated or

illuminated, in which case a permit is required to ensure compliance with applicable codes, Such

signs shall be subject to the following:

1. One (1) directional sign is permitted for each driveway access from a public street. One (1)

additional directional sign is permitted for each intersection of driveways within a site, to

identify traffic routing, entrances, and services, such as drive-in lanes.

Directional signs shall be set back from the right-of-way a minimum of five (5) feet.

3. Directional signs may have 2 maximum surface area of five {5) square feet and shall not
exceed a maximum height of four (4) feet above the adjacent street or driveway grade, as
measured at a point on the street or driveway pavement closest to the sign.

4. Pavement markings such as directional arrows, stop bars, and parking space boundaries are
not subject to the limitation on area.

MisceHaneous Information

Information appearing on gasoline pumps, newspaper vending boxes and other vending machines,

automatic teller machines, or matter appearing on or-adjacent to entry doors such as PUSH, PULL,

OPEN and/or CLOSED, or matter appearing on display windows or doors denoting hours of

operation, credit cards accepted, and similar information, are allowed and do not require a permit,

Brive-Through Menu Beard Signs

One permanent freestanding Drive-Through Menu Board Sign shall be permitted per each

permanent ordering station related to the approved Special Use for a Drive-Through. Drive-

Through Menu Boards Signs shall not exceed thirty-two (32) square feet in area. Drive-Through

Menu Board Signs require a buiiding permit to ensure compiiance with applicable codes.

(Ord. 2012-7Z-5 § 8.)

Window Signs

Window Signs shall not exceed fifty percent (50%) of the total area of the window frame on which

the sign is located. Signs that are not permanently affixed to the window do not require a permit.

(Ord. 2012-Z-5§ 9.)

L

17.28.106 Temporary Signs Requiring A Permit

Temporary signs, including atiention getting devices, are permitted in accordance with the provisions

of this Section, except that where other sections of this Title regulate such signs, the more restriciive
regulation shall apply.

A,

Permit Required

A permit is required to erect the temporary signs and attention getting devices listed in the following
paragraphs of this Section 17.28.100, in accordance with Section 17.28.020 A (Sign Permit}.

Time Limit

Untless otherwise permitted, displays of temporary signs shall be limited to fourteen (14) days per
permit, and not more than four {4) such permits shall be issued to an applicant per calendar year.
There shall be a minimum separation of thirty (30) days between temporary sign displays. All
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temporary signs permitted by this Section shall be removed no later than seven (7) days following the

conclusion of the event or other condition to which the sign pertains.

Setbaeks

No setback is required for temporary signs and attention getting devices that are six (6) square feet or

less in surface area and five (5) feet or less in height. All other freestanding temporary signs and

attention getting devices shall be set back a minimum of five (5) feet from all right-of way lines.

Real Estate and Other Temporary Signs Requiring a Permit

1. In the BL, BC, BR, CBD-1, O-R, M-1, M-2, and PL Districts, one 1) temporary sign is
permitted for each street frontage of the lot. The maximum sign area and height shal} be:

a.  For lots one (1) acre and under: Thirty-fwo (32) square feet of surface area. Freestanding
signs shall not exceed eight (8) feet in height.

B.  Forlots one (1) to five (5) acres: Sixty-four (64) square feet of surface area.
Freestanding signs shall not exceed eight (8) feet in height.

c.  Forlots five (5) acres and above: One hundred (100) square feet of surface area.
Freestanding signs shall not exceed ten (10) feet in height.

d.  Real estate and other temporary signs of 6 square feet or less are allowed without a
permit in accordance with Paragraph 17.28.090.

2. Inthe BT Overlay and CBD-2 Districts, one (1) temporary sign is permitted for each street
frontage of the lot. Each sign shall not exceed sixteen (16) square feet in surface area.
Freestanding signs shall not exceed six (6) feet in height.

3. Real Estate signs advertising a property for sale or lease shall not be subject to a time limit but
shall be removed no later than seven (7) days following the sale or lease of the property.

4. During construction or reconstruction of public improvements, if the Director of Community
Development determines that the construction activity will disrupt access to lots and/or
visibility of lots directly adjacent to the construction, the Director may authorize the following
for lots adjacent fo the construction:

a.  Temporary signs shall not be subject to time limits specified in Section 17.28.100.B, but
shall not be placed for longer than the duration of the construction.

b.  One(l) additional temporary sign per lot shall be permitted, subject to all other
applicable requirements.

c. A permit for temporary sign authorized under this Section may be terminated if the
conditions stated herein are not complied with.

{Ord. 2012-7-8 § 2.)

(Ord. 2009-Z-10 § 2; Ord. 2008-Z-24 § 20.)

E.

Real Estate and Other Temporary Signs in Residential Districts
1.  Inresidential districts, one temporary sign is permitted for each street frontage of the lot. The
maximum sign area and height shall be:

a.  Fordeveloped lots over 4 acres and vacant lots over 1 acre: 32 square fect in surface area;
freestanding signs shall not exceed 8 ft. in height and wall signs shall not exceed the
building height.

b.  For developed lots 4 acres or less and vacant lots 1 acre or less: Real estate and other
temporary signs are limited to 6 square feet or less and are allowed without a permit in
accordance with Paragraph 17.28.090.

2. Real Estate signs advertising a property for sale or lease shall not be subject to a time limit bat
shall be removed no later than seven (7) days following the sale or lease of the property.

(Ord. 2008-Z-24 § 21.)

Construction Signs

Construction signs identifying the architect, engineer, developer and/or contractor placed upon a
construction site shall not exceed thirty-two (32) square feet in area and eight (8) feet in height for
lots 4 acres or less, and 64 square feet for lots of more than 4 acres. Such signs shall not be erected
prior to issuance of building or site development permit and shall be removed no later than seven
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(7) days after issuance of an occupancy permit or completion of the project. Construction signs
shail be limited to one (1) sign per street frontage.
G.  Attention-Getting Devices
Attention-getting devices are pennitted only in the BL, BC, BR, CBD-1, O-R, M-I, M-2 and PL.
Districts. Attention getting devices shall be displayed only in association with a grand opening or
special event. Attention getting devices shall comply with the following restrictions:
1.  Balloon Signs
The longest dimension of the balloon portion of a balloon sign shall not exceed seven (7) linear
feet. The length of the entire balloon sign, as measured from the longest dimension of the
balloon and including the tether, shall not exceed ten (10) feet.
2. Pennants, Flags, Valences and Streamers
a. Pennants, flags, valences and streamers, if attached to the building, shall not extend above
the building height; if attached to a freestanding permanent sign, they shall not extend
above the height of the sign.
b. Pennants, flags, valences and streamers shall be mounted with a vertical clearance of at
least 9 feet from the ground.
3. Searchlights
Searchiights shall be oriented skyward not breaking an angle of forty-five degrees (45°) from
the ground. Searchlights shall not be operated between the hours of 11:00pm and 7:00am.
H.  Christmas Tree Sales
Where Christmas tree sales are a permitted temporary use, one (1)} temporary sign is permitted per
sales operation, for a maximum period of thirty-five (35) days. Such sign shall not exceed thirty-two
(32) square feet in area and eight (8) feet in height.
(Ord. 1996-2-1 § 1.)

17.28.116 Master Sign Plan Required

When more than one (1) wall sign, awning or canopy is proposed on-any building with multiple
tenants, the applicant shall submit a master sign plan for review by the Building Commissioner. Any
master sign plan lawfully approved prior to the effective date of these regulations shall remain valid after
such effective date only to the extent it complies with the regulations of this Title. No sign shall be
installed pursuant to any master sign plan except in conformance with the regulations of this Title.

17.28.120 Amortization of Nonconforming Signs
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