
AGENDA ITEM EXECUTIVE SUMMARY Agenda Item number:  

Title: 
Discussion regarding amendments to the Zoning Ordinance, 
Chapter 17.28 “Signs” 

Presenter: Russell Colby 

Meeting:  Planning & Development Committee                  Date:  March 12, 2018 

Proposed Cost:  N/A Budgeted Amount:  N/A Not Budgeted:     ☐ 
Executive Summary (if not budgeted please explain): 

The City’s Sign Code, Chapter 17.28 of the Zoning Ordinance, was last significantly updated in 2006. 
Since that time, the sign code has been amended periodically for specific issues that have arisen. 

Over the past few months, staff has identified the following issues with the Sign Code, which may 
warrant a more significant overhaul of the regulations: 

 Regulation of temporary signs (such as yard signs) is limited. Currently, only temporary signs
displaying certain types of information are regulated, and the code lacks standards regarding
size, number, or placement for most types of temporary signs.

 Historically, messages contained on signage have been viewed by courts as protected speech
under the First Amendment of the U.S. Constriction, which limits the City’s ability to regulate
the actual content or speech on a sign. More recently, the Supreme Court ruled that classifying
signs by type (by categories such as real estate sign or political sign) in effect regulates the
content of the signs, which may violate the First Amendment. The City’s Sign Code currently
regulates a number of temporary, permanent and permit-exempt signs by sign type or function.

 The Supreme Court also opined that setting different sign standards for different businesses or
land uses within the same Zoning District would similarly be considered unconstitutional. The
City’s Sign Code currently contains some sign standards for specific businesses or land uses.

In order to address these issues, staff proposes to amend the Sign Code, with the goals of: 

 Regulating all temporary signs by zoning district, with standards for size, number, placement
location and setbacks.

 Eliminating categories in the code based on function or content (such as “garage sale sign”).
 Eliminating sign regulations that apply only to specific businesses or land uses.
 Changing terminology but keeping existing regulations for permanent signs (including number,

face area, height, etc.)
 Generally cleaning up and simplifying code language and terminology.

Attachments (please list):  
Chapter 17.28 of the City Code, “Signs” 

Recommendation/Suggested Action (briefly explain): 
Provide feedback to staff. If the Committee supports amending the code, then recommend to direct staff 
to file a General Amendment to amend the Sign Code, Title 17 “Zoning”, Chapter 17.28 “Signs”. 

Staff will then prepare a draft of the code amendments and file a General Amendment application for 
review and public hearing by the Plan Commission. The amendments and Plan Commission 
recommendation would then be presented to the Committee for consideration.  
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