AGENDA ITEM EXECUTIVE SUMMARY Agenda Item number: 4a

Presentation from Kathy Hill, Director of the St. Charles Arts Council
of a Fabric Art Installation from Amanda Browder to be placed on the
Exterior Wall of the Municipal Building.

Title:

ST. CHARLES

SINCE 1834

Presenters: | Mark Koenen, City Administrator

Meeting: Government Operations Committee Date: February 3, 2020

Proposed Cost: $ Budgeted Amount: Not Budgeted: [

Executive Summary (if not budgeted please explain):

Kathryn Hill, Director of the St. Charles Arts Council, will present information regarding a proposed
fabric art installation from Amanda Browder. Amanda Browder has done similar installations
worldwide. Many of the supplies for the project will be donated and the community will sew the fabric
and bring the project to fruition. The fabric art would be installed on the exterior “white” wall of the
Municipal Building on the north side of the Checkerboard Parking Lot in August, 2020 and would run
for 2-4 weeks. Ms. Hill is requesting the Committee’s comments and questions and also the
Committee’s support to advance this initiative. With the Committee’s support, the project would need
to be reviewed by the Building & Code office as a part of a permit process.

Attachments (please list):
January 31, 2020 letter of request from St Charles Arts Council Executive Director, Kathryn Hill

Recommendation/Suggested Action (briefly explain):

Presentation from Kathryn Hill, Ex. Director of the St. Charles Arts Council. Requesting Committee
support to proceed with a Fabric Art Installation to be placed on the Exterior Wall of the Municipal
Building, pursuant to permit issuance.




January 31, 2020

Mr. Ray Rogina, Mayor

Mr. Mark Koenen, City Administrator
City of St. Charles

2 E. Main Streeet

St. Charles IL 60174

Dear Ray and Mark:

S T C H A R L E S Please accept this letter as a request to use the southeast wall of the St. Charles Municipal Building
for a fabric art installation by artist Amanda Browder (AmandaBrowder.com) in August 2020.
ARTS COUNC
W/ “ | L

Background:

Alison Bastian, my predecessor, wrote a successful grant to the NEA (National Endowment for the
Arts) to hire Amanda Browder to come to St. Charles to involve our community in a large scale
fabric art installation that will be draped over the wall of City Hall. Fabric will be donated by citizens
of St. Charles, as well as constructed and sewn by local volunteers. Browder understands that fabric
has emotional associations for everyone: “Fabric clothes us, touches our skin, keeps us warm, and
gives us confidence and comfort among other things. The production of the work and the resulting
tactility play an important role in how people address and interpret the work, and is very
appropriate for a space associated with culture.”
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When the grant was written, Alison indicated that the St. Charles Library would host the art
installation. Upon hearing that the library will be undergoing construction this summer, | began
looking for alternative locations. The Municipal Building would be a perfect location, as it is clearly
visible to the public and thus will be seen by a maximum number of people. My hope is that it

Executive Director: creates conversation and curiosity in our community.

Kathryn Bail Hill

Email:.info@stcharlesarts What we need from the City:

council.org 1. Permission to install the fabric art piece over the flat southeast wall of the municipal building

2. Help with installing the art piece. Amanda Browder will be here in June for a site visit and will
meet with Public Works and the Code Office to address these needs fully

Mailing address: 3. Permission to have the art piece hang on the Municipal Building for 2-4 weeks

2 E. Main Street

St. Charles IL 60174
630.443.3794

Web: stcharlesartscouncil.org

Thank you for your consideration of this request. | would be happy to come speak with the City
Council in order to explain this project further.

Sincerely,

Kathy

Kathryn Hill, Executive Director

The Land of Hidden Gems rchie €. Grant Hall, UNLY. Las Vegas
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