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Executive Summary (if not budgeted please explain): 

Jeffrey and Kristen Ford have nominated their property at 412 Fulton Ave. for Landmark status.  

In accordance with the Zoning Ordinance, the Historic Preservation Commission held a public hearing 

on the landmark nomination on 5/3/17.  The Commission recommended approval of the nomination by 

a vote of 4-0, based on the criteria listed in the attached resolution.  

The house was constructed circa 1931 in the Colonial Revival style with Georgian influences. Aurora-

based architect Frank B. Gely designed the house, and no additions or structural changes have been 

made since it was constructed.  The home was built for Charles S. McCornack.  In 1904, McCornack 

established McCornack Oil Company.  He operated a service station at the corner of 3
rd 

and Main

Streets, which now houses the Filling Station restaurant, and another at 3
rd

 Ave. and Main Street, which

is now home to the St. Charles History Museum.   

If the Landmark designation is approved by City Council, a Certificate of Appropriateness from the 

Historic Preservation Commission will be required prior to issuance of a permit for construction, 

alteration, repair, demolition, relocation, or other material change that affects the exterior architectural 

appearance of the structure.  

Attachments (please list):  

Historic Commission Resolution, Landmark Nomination 

Recommendation/Suggested Action (briefly explain): 

Historic Preservation Commission recommendation to approve a Historic Landmark Designation for 

412 Fulton Ave., Charles S. McCornack House    
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 City of St. Charles, Illinois 

 

Historic Preservation Commission Resolution No. 3-2017 

 

A Resolution Recommending Approval for Landmark Designation 

(412 Fulton Avenue – Charles S. McCornack House) 
 

 

 WHEREAS, per Section 17.32.060 of the St. Charles Zoning Ordinance, it is the 

responsibility of the St. Charles Historic Preservation Commission to evaluate applications for 

Landmark Designation and to make recommendations to the City Council regarding them; and 

 WHEREAS, the Historic Preservation Commission has reviewed the application for 

designation of 412 Fulton Avenue and hereby finds that the Landmark nomination meets one or 

more of the criteria for Landmark Designation listed in Section 17.32.060.C of the St. Charles 

Zoning Ordinance based on the historical and architectural significance as described in the 

following findings: 

1. The property has character, interest or value which is part of the development, 

heritage or cultural character of the community, county or nation.  

 

The property is a well-preserved example of Colonial Revival architecture, constructed 

circa 1931 for prominent St. Charles businessman Charles S. McCornack of the 

McCornack Oil Company. The structure was designed by Aurora-based architect Frank 

B. Gely.  

 

2. The property is identified with a person who significantly contributed to the 

development of the community, county, state or nation. 

 

Charles S. McCornack’s family ties to the area go back to 1838 when Andrew 

McCornack first purchased land for a farm in Kane County. In 1904, Andrew’s great-

grandson, Charles McCornack, left the farming business to start the McCornack Oil 

Company, prospering by selling and delivering oil and kerosene to customers in the Fox 

Valley. In 1928, McCornack built a service station located at 215 E. Main Street, now 

home to the St. Charles History Museum. McCornack also operated a station at 300 W. 

Main Street, which now houses the Filling Station restaurant. The McCornack Oil 

Company became affiliated with Texaco in 1934.  
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3. The structure embodies distinguishing characteristics of an architectural style 

valuable for the study of a period, type, method of construction or use of indigenous 

materials. 

-AND- 

4. The structure embodies elements of design, detailing, materials, or craftsmanship 

that are of architectural significance.  
 

The structure is an excellent example of the Colonial Revival style, with Georgian 

influences. The structure is nearly unaltered, with no additions or structural changes. The 

original shutters have been removed but have not been replaced. The original black slate 

roof tiles were replaced with concrete tiles in 1996. Iron stairs that led to the roof were 

removed during the roof work due to a determination that they had an adverse impact on 

the roof structure. Brick work, windows, doors, trim, fascia, foundation, lead glass 

window, gutters, chimney, as well as the garage, are all original, well-preserved elements 

of the structure.   

 

5. The property is suitable for preservation or restoration.  

 

The home remained in the McCornack family until 1966. In 1968, it was purchased by 

David Phillips, who retained ownership for 33 years and is credited for much of the 

preservation of the home. Current owners Jeffrey and Kristen Ford purchased the home 

from Phillips in 2001 and remain committed to its continued preservation.  

 

 NOW THEREFORE, be it resolved by the St. Charles Historic Preservation Commission to 

recommend to the City Council that the property known as 412 Fulton Avenue as legally described 

in Exhibit “A”, be designated as a Landmark, and that it be referred to as the “Charles S. 

McCornack House”, with a construction date of circa 1931.  

Roll Call Vote:  

Ayes: Norris, Pretz, Smunt, Kessler 

Nays:  

Absent: Malay, Gibson, Krahenbuhl  

Abstain:  

Motion Carried. 

 

 PASSED, this 3
rd

 day of May, 2017. 

 

 

 ___________________________ 

 Chairman   
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Exhibit “A” 

Legal Description  

 

THAT PART OF THE SOUTH HALF OF SECTION 27, TOWNSHIP 40 NORTH, RANGE 8 

EAST OF THE THIRD PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: 

COMMENCING AT THE INTERSECTION OF THE NORTHERLY LINE OF FULTON 

AVENUE WITH THE EASTERLY LINE OF FOURTH AVENUE NORTH; THENCE 

NORTHERLY ALONG SAID EASTERLY LINE 200.0 FEET; THENCE EASTERLY 

PARALLEL WITH SAID NORTHERLY LINE155.0 FEET; THENCE SOUTHERLY 

PARALLEL WITH SAID EASTERLY LINE 58.0 FEET FOR A POINT OF BEGINNING; 

THENCE WESTERLY ALONG A LINE WHICH IF EXTENDED WOULD INTERSECT SAID 

EASTERLY LINE AT A POINT THAT IS 139.52 FEET NORTHERLY OF THE 

INTERSECTION OF SAID EASTERLY LINE WITH SAID NORTHERLY LINE, 95.0 FEET 

TO A LINE PARALLEL WITH AND 60.01 FEET EASTERLY OF SAID EASTERLY LINE 

(MEASURED ALONG SAID NORTHERLY LINE); THENCE SOUTHERLY PARALLEL 

WITH SAID EASTERLY LINE 140.48 FEET TO SAID NORTHERLY LINE; THENCE 

EASTERLY ALONG SAID NORTHERLY LINE 94.99 FEET TO A LINE PARALLEL WITH 

SAID EASTERLY LINE FROM THE POINT OF BEGINNING; THENCE NORTHERLY 

PARALLEL WITH SAID EASTERLY LINE 142.0 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING IN 

THE CITY OF ST. CHARLES, KANE COUNTY, ILLINOIS.  

 








































