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Title: 
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approve Historic Landmark Designation for 7 S. 2nd Ave., 
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Executive Summary (if not budgeted please explain): 

Curtis Hurst has nominated his property at 7 S 2nd Ave. for Landmark status. 

In accordance with the Zoning Ordinance, the Historic Preservation Commission held a public hearing on 

the landmark nomination on 9/7/2022. The Commission recommended approval of the nomination by a 

vote of 5-0, based on the criteria listed in the attached resolution. 

The structure was built in the commercial vernacular style between 1904 and 1908. In 1914, Idle Hour 

Theatre moved in and occupied the space until 1926. The Theater was a venue for many well-known 

vaudeville acts, first run silent movie shows and other popular events.  

If the Landmark designation is approved by City Council, a Certificate of Appropriateness from the 

Historic Preservation Commission will be required prior to issuance of a permit for construction, alteration, 

repair, demolition, relocation, or other material change that affects the exterior architectural appearance of 

the structure. 

Attachments (please list):  

Historic Commission Resolution, Landmark Nomination 

Recommendation/Suggested Action (briefly explain): 

Historic Preservation Commission recommendation to approve a Historic Landmark Designation for 7 S 2nd 

Ave., “Idle Hour Theatre”.  



 

 
 

 
City of St. Charles, Illinois 

 
Historic Preservation Commission Resolution No. 4-2022 

 

A Resolution Recommending Approval for Landmark Designation 
(7 S. 2nd Ave. – Idle Hour Theatre) 

 
WHEREAS, per Section 17.32.060 of the St. Charles Zoning Ordinance, it is the 

responsibility of the St. Charles Historic Preservation Commission to evaluate applications for 

Landmark Designation and to make recommendations to the City Council regarding them; and 

      WHEREAS, the Historic Preservation Commission has reviewed the application for 

designation of 7 S. 2nd Ave. and hereby finds that the Landmark nomination meets one or more of 

the criteria for Landmark Designation listed in Section 17.32.060.C of the St. Charles Zoning 

Ordinance based on the historical and architectural significance as described in the following 

findings: 

1. The property has character, interest or value which is part of the 
development, heritage or cultural character of the community. 
Became home to Idle Hour Theatre after Minard Hall, located across the street, was destroyed by 
fire. The theatre was a noted venue for known actors, vaudeville acts and premier movies.  
 

2.   The property is identified with a person who significantly contributed to the 
development of the community. 

 Dr. Charles Potter (eventually the first head of medical staff of the future Delnor 
Hospital) took over the property in 1912. He retained ownership until 1924 when 
he sold the Theatre to Lester J. Norris. Mr. Norris closed the Theatre in 1926 to 
eliminate competition to the Arcada.  

 
3. The property is suitable for preservation or restoration. 

The front exterior was redesigned in 1968. That elevation has been preserved and is 
visible today. The current owner has secured a new theatre for the space and intends 
to maintain the architecture of the building.  

 
 
 

NOW THEREFORE, be it resolved by the St. Charles Historic Preservation 

Commission to recommend to the City Council that the property known as 7 S. 2nd Ave. as 

legally described in Exhibit “A”, be designated as a Landmark, and that it be referred to as the 
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“Idle Hour Theatre”, with a construction date of circa 1906. 

Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes: Malay, Kramer, Pretz, Kessler, Smunt 
Nays: None 
Absent: Rice, Dickerson  
Abstain: None    
 
Motion Carried. 

 
PASSED, this 7th day of September, 2022. 

 
 
 

Chairman 
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Exhibit “A” 

Legal Description 
 

THE SOUTHERLY 37.5 FEET OF LOT 1; THE SOUTHERLY 37.5 FEET OF THE EASTERLY 25 FEET OF 
LOT 2; THE NORTHERLY 10 FEET OF THE EASTERLY 25 FEET OF LOT 7; AND THE NORTHERLY 10 
FEET OF LOT 8, IN BLOCK 2 OF THE ORIGINAL TOWN OF ST. CHARLES, ON THE EAST SIDE OF 
FOX RIVER, IN THE CITY OF ST. CHARLES, KANE COUNTY ILLINOIS 
 
PIN #09-27-389-007 

 





The building has American Vernacular but the arch typifies 
Romanesque, the horizontal band of second floor windows 
typifies Prairie and the multi light windows are influenced 
by Arts and Crafts movement.





Noted venue for known actors, vaudeville acts, and premier movies.
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