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Title: 

Historic Preservation Commission recommendation to 

approve Historic Landmark Designation for 203 N. 3
rd

 
Ave., Burchell House  

Presenter: Russell Colby 

Meeting: Planning & Development Committee Date: October 8, 2018 
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Executive Summary (if not budgeted please explain): 

John and Donna Stockman have nominated their property at 203 N. 3
rd

 Ave. for Landmark status.

In accordance with the Zoning Ordinance, the Historic Preservation Commission held a public hearing on 

the landmark nomination on 10/3/18. The Commission recommended approval of the nomination by a 

vote of 6-0, based on the criteria listed in the attached resolution. 

The house was constructed circa 1855 in the Italianate style. Peter Burchell designed and built the home. 

Rear first and second floor additions were added sometime later. In 2016 a more appropriate wraparound 

open porch was added. During the same time, work was done to repair or renovate many of the original 

exterior features, such as the wood clapboard siding, window trim and cornices, eaves, soffits and frieze. 

The current owners have done a lot of work to bring this altered home back into the original Italianate 

style.  

Many notable St. Charles residents have been owners of the home. These include original owner and 

builder Peter Burchell, Terrence E. Ryan, Judge W. D. Barry and George E. Thompson.  

If the Landmark designation is approved by City Council, a Certificate of Appropriateness from the 

Historic Preservation Commission will be required prior to issuance of a permit for construction, alteration, 

repair, demolition, relocation, or other material change that affects the exterior architectural appearance of 

the structure. 

Attachments (please list): 
Historic Commission Resolution, Landmark Nomination 

Recommendation/Suggested Action (briefly explain): 
Historic Preservation Commission recommendation to approve a Historic Landmark Designation for 

203 N. 3
rd

  Ave., Burchell House



City of St. Charles, Illinois 

 

Historic Preservation Commission Resolution No. 5-2018 
 

A Resolution Recommending Approval for Landmark Designation 

(203 N. 3
rd

 Ave.-Burchell House) 

 

WHEREAS, per Section 17.32.060 of the St. Charles Zoning Ordinance, it is the 

responsibility of the St. Charles Historic Preservation Commission to evaluate applications for 

Landmark Designation and to make recommendations to the City Council regarding them; and 

WHEREAS, the Historic Preservation Commission has reviewed the application for 

designation of 203 N. 3
rd

 Ave. and hereby finds that the Landmark nomination meets one or more of 

the criteria for Landmark Designation listed in Section 17.32.060.C of the St. Charles Zoning 

Ordinance based on the historical and architectural significance as described in the following 

findings: 

1. The property has character, interest or value which is part of the development, 

heritage or cultural character of the community, county or nation. 

-AND- 

2. The property is identified with a person who significantly contributed to the 

development of the community, county, state or nation. 

 

The original structure was built in the Italianate style by Peter Burchell at 203 N. 3
rd

. 

Ave. in 1855. 

 

Mr. Burchell lived in the home with his wife until he passed away. Many of St. Charles’ 

most prominent residents have once owned this home. Terrence Ryan, Civil War 

veteran, Kane County States Attorney, and a member of St. Charles City Council, 

bought the home from Peter Burchell’s children in 1877.  In 1878 Judge William D. 

Barry, practicing attorney, Kane County Judge and acquaintance of Abraham Lincoln, 

bought the home and lived there until 1882. In 1924, George Thompson, World War 1 

veteran and Superintendent of schools in St. Charles, bought the home with his wife. 

The Thompson’s lived in the home until 1941.    

 

3. The structure embodies distinguishing characteristics of an architectural style 

valuable for the study of a period, type, method of construction or use of indigenous 

materials. 



Resolution No. 5-2018 

Page 2 
 

The original structure was built as an Italianate style house with clapboard siding on 

stone and limestone foundation. Rear and first floor additions were added later. Early 

renovations done by the Stockman’s replaced uncharacteristic roof structures with new 

ones that match the Italianate style of the original hip roof. In 2016 the Stockman’s 

undertook a large renovation project, opening up and creating a wrap-around porch and 

altering and replacing previously added additions that did not fit into the Italianate style 

of the home. While doing the renovations, original exterior elements such as wood 

clapboard siding, window trim and cornices, eaves, soffits, frieze and cornice have been 

repaired and renovated and carried throughout new structural additions.   

 

4. The property is suitable for preservation or restoration. 

 

With the extensive exterior renovations done to the home, it now embodies many 

characteristics of the original Italianate style. The house has been owned by John and 

Donna Stockman since 1977 and the exterior is suitable for preservation. 

 
 

NOW THEREFORE, be it resolved by the St. Charles Historic Preservation Commission to 

recommend to the City Council that the property known as 203 N. 3
rd

. Ave. as legally described in 

Exhibit “A”, be designated as a Landmark, and that it be referred to as the “Burchell House”, with a 

construction date of circa 1855. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes: Pretz, Smunt, Krahenbuhl, Mann, Malay, Kessler  

Nays: None 

Absent: None 

Abstain: None 

Motion Carried. 

 

PASSED, this 3rd day of October, 2018. 
 

 

 

Chairman 
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Exhibit “A” 

Legal Description 
 

THE SOUTHERLY 65 FEET OF LOTS 7 AND 8 BLOCK 27 OF THE ORIGIONAL 

TOWN OF ST. CHARLES, ON THE EAST SIDE OF THE FOX RIVER, IN SECTION 

27, TOWNSHIP 40 NORTH, RANGE 8, EAST OF THE THIRD PRINCIPAL 

MERIDIAN, IN THE CITY OF ST. CHARLES, KANE COUNTY, ILLINOIS. 

PIN # 09-27-381-005






































