AGENDA ITEM EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Agenda Item number: *4g

ST. CHARLES

Title:

“O’Connor House”

Historic Preservation Commission recommendation to
approve Historic Landmark Designation for 316 Cedar St.,

SINCE 1834

Presenter: | Rachel Hitzemann

Meeting: Planning & Development Committee

Date: October 12, 2020

Proposed Cost: N/A

Budgeted Amount: N/A

Not Budgeted: [

Executive Summary (if not budgeted please explain):

Lance Ramella has nominated his property at 316 Cedar St. for Landmark status.

In accordance with the Zoning Ordinance, the Historic Preservation Commission held a public
hearing on the landmark nomination on 9/16/2020. The Commission recommended approval of the
nomination by a vote of 6-0, based on the criteria listed in the attached resolution.

The house was built in the Greek Revival style in 1855. The building was constructed with
Limestone that was acquired from the adjacent quarry to the East.

John O’Connor was the original owner of the home.

If the Landmark designation is approved by City Council, a Certificate of Appropriateness from the
Historic Preservation Commission will be required prior to issuance of a permit for construction,
alteration, repair, demolition, relocation, or other material change that affects the exterior architectural
appearance of the structure.

Attachments (please list):
Historic Commission Resolution, Landmark Nomination

Recommendation/Suggested Action (briefly explain):
Historic Preservation Commission recommendation to approve a Historic Landmark Designation for
316 Cedar St., “O’Connor House”.




City of St. Charles, Illinois
Historic Preservation Commission Resolution No. 7-2020

A Resolution Recommending Approval for Landmark Designation
(316 Cedar St. — O’Connor House)

WHEREAS, per Section 17.32.060 of the St. Charles Zoning Ordinance, it is the
responsibility of the St. Charles Historic Preservation Commission to evaluate applications for
Landmark Designation and to make recommendations to the City Council regarding them; and

WHEREAS, the Historic Preservation Commission has reviewed the application for
designation of 316 Cedar St. and hereby finds that the Landmark nomination meets one or more of
the criteria for Landmark Designation listed in Section 17.32.060.C of the St. Charles Zoning
Ordinance based on the historical and architectural significance as described in the following
findings:

1. The property has character, interest or value which is part of the
development, heritage or cultural character of the community.
Constructed in 1855, this Greek Revival home built in Limestone is a prominent building on Cedar
Street. This home is one of the few homes in St. Charles that has maintained and preserved the
original limestone material.

Johnson’s Statuary, a family owned business, was operated out of this building from 1972-
2019.

2. The structure embodies distinguishing characteristics of an architectural style
valuable for the study of a period, or use of indigenous materials.
-AND-
The structure embodies elements of design, detailing, materials, or
craftsmanship that are of architectural significance.
The limestone for the home was taken from the local quarry pit that was located on
the adjacent lot to the East.

The limestone found on the building is part of the original construction. The
building maintains a well-preserved foundation, exterior walls and windows
beads/sills.

4. Property has a unique location or physical characteristics that make it a
familiar visual feature.
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Located near Lincoln Park, St, Patrick Church and Downtown St. Charles, this
building has a prominent facade that is a familiar visual feature on the East side of

Town.
5. The property is suitable for preservation or restoration.

While there have been additions made to the structure, the original building maintains
many of it’s original details and building materials.

NOW THEREFORE, be it resolved by the St. Charles Historic Preservation
Commission to recommend to the City Council that the property known as 316 Cedar St. as
legally described in Exhibit “A”, be designated as a Landmark, and that it be referred to as the

“O’Connor House”, with a construction date of circa 1855.

Roll Call Vote:

Ayes: Norris, Kessler, Smunt, Pretz, Mann, Malay,
Nays: None

Absent: Kirsininkas

Abstain: None

Motion Carried.

PASSED, this 16th day of September, 2020.

Chairman
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Exhibit “A”
Legal Description
LOT 6 IN BLOCK 47 OF THE ORIGINAL TOWN OF ST. CHARLES, ON THE

WEST SIDE OF THE FOX RIVER, IN THE CITY OF ST. CHARLES, KANE
COUNTY, ILLINOIS

PIN #09-27-357-005



TWO EAST MAIN STREET
ST. CHARLES, ILLINOIS 60174-1984

CITY OF ST. CHARLES P@

STVCHARLES

SINCE_ 1834

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT/PLANNING DIVISION pHONE: (630) 377-4443 rax: (630) 377-4062

HISTORIC LANDMARK NOMINATION

Instructions:

R b

To nominate a property for Historic Landmark Designation, complete this application
and submit all required documentation to the Planning Division. Based on a review of
the application by City staff and the Historic Preservation Commission, additional
detailed information to support this application may be required.

The information you provide must be complete and accurate. If you have a question
please call the Planning Division and we will be happy to assist you.

fl. Property Parcel Number(s):
Information: —
09 27 359 cos Mﬁ,)
Property Name (Historic or common name of the property): ﬂp(,) r)@
/ 67@8‘ w07
O "Corrve Howse w
2. Applicant: Name _ Phone
_ Ao CE KR mELL A &30 SYY 782
ress ax

3/¢ CEDae STREE7T |
S7-CllaekEs , XL @’77?23»@44;@ @_m

Phone .

3. Record Owner: " ié 5/”’2%‘/ ,ém;[[& . Gemak , lpn
ess F/q'ﬂ\ ’{7 /M / ax

Email

4. Legal Description of Property: The legal description should be obtained from the deed, mortgage, title insurance,
or other recorded document (attach sheets if necessary).

/Qfé /‘/\- AK o cfe 9/7 o~ [HE O G, rnd TOw

oF S7- Cthekes, o THE WEST >0 DE o 7R Fx
Loee, Tu THE Gn? of ST Ctarics , KonE

Cousry , Likernis (€ 775 )
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I. Classification of Property (Check all that apply):

a) Ownership: b) Category: ¢) Integrity:
X _private _ % building _X_original site
___ public-local ___district ___moved: date
____public-state ___site ___unaltered
d) Function or Use:
Historic/Current Historic/Current Historic/Current
___/___agriculture /___industrial __/__ religious
_A /X commercial __ [ __military __ | scientific
/__educational ___/___museum ___ /| transportation
___/___government X /_A privateresidence =~/ other(specify
/ ___entertainment /[ park
e) Architecture:
Early Republic Late Victorian
__Federal __12" Gothic Revival
__Early Classical ~78fnlianate
Revival . ?G_RJPE Second Empire
W’> Ye __Queen Ann
Mid-19" Century ‘ __Stick/Eastlake
K. Greek Revival ( /665 A i U“'//‘/) __Shingle Style
__Gothic Revival P 7, G- __Romanesque
__Italian Villa 4 (77 __Renaissance
__National __Folk Victorian

Late 19%/20™ Century Revivals

__Beaux Arts

__Colonial Revival
__Classical Revival
__Tudor Revival

__Late Gothic Revival
__Dutch Colonial Revival
__English Cottage
__Italian Renaissance
__French Renaissance
__Spanish/Mission

Regional Origin

__Vernacular (describe)

Late 19™ and Early 20" Century
(American Movements)
__Princess Ann

_ Homestead

(Amer. Arts & Crafts Movement)
__Craftsman

__Bungalow

__Foursquare

__Prairie School

Modern Movement
__Modermn
__Art Deco

__International Style

__Other (describe)

__Ranch
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I1. Building Materials:

Please mark the appropriate boxes listing the materials that exist on the building.

Foundation Walls Roof

Others

Wood

Weatherboard,
Clapboard

Shingle

Log

Plywood

Shake

Stone

Granite

Sandstone

Limestone

Marble

Wiadow ,g.;A-bS
Cr A

Slate

Brick

Metal

Iron

Copper

Bronze

Tin

Steel

Lead

Nickel

Cast Iron

Stucco

Terra Cotta

Asphalt

Asbestos

Concrete

Adobe

Ceramic Tile

Glass

Cloth/Canvas

Synthetics

Fiberglass

Vinyl

Aluminum

Rubber

Plastic

Drivit/EIFS

Other
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1. Significance of Property:
Please indicate source of documentation, if available.

a) Original Owner: Mﬁ)po <_

b) Architect/ Builder:

¢) Significant Person(s): —

d) Significant Dates (i.e., construction dates): /£C8 | ;é‘é‘ &iﬁg@ OwWpte Sfﬁ./‘a
/94-—7) MABn )
‘ 0.

e) Please indicate which of the following criteria apply to the property:(check all that apply.)

X Property has character, interest, or value which is part of the development, heritage, or cultural
character of the community, county, or aatien.

___ Property is the site of a significant local, county, state, or national event.

__ Property is identified with a person who significantly contributed to the development of the
community, county, state, or nation. -
CECGpED UM

x Structure embodies distinguishing characteristics of an architectural style valuable for the study
of a period, Hpey method-ef-construction, or use of indigenous materials.a/mﬁ STEHE (Am—
?\w‘y PT Flom ADTACEST AoT 70 EfsT).
roperty is identified with the work of a master builder, designer, architect, or landscape
architect whose work has influenced the development of the area, the county, the state, or the
nation.

X Structure embodies elements of design, detailing, materials, or craftsmanship that are of . _
architectural significance.(of &bt oo mE STEr-E WasTROc T cov WO TH UJ*A&L;
HESERVED fouaDATioe, KXTELOR WAtlS, A2 Wiu-Pod (3EROS5 [5¢ “5/

__ Structure embodies design elements that make it structurally or architecturally innovative.
¥ Property has a unique location or physical characteristics that make it a familiar visual feature.
(fochiEd piete firioke Pork, ST FrrRice ffuacd, M) DowrTowe SIC )
__ Structure 1s a particularly fine or unique example of a utilitarian structure with a high level of
historical or architectural significance.
X Property is suitable for preservation or restorations

__ Property is included on the___Illinois and/or ___National Register of Historic Places.

__ Property has yielded, or is likely to yield information important to prehistory, history, or other
areas of archaeological significance.
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316 Cedar Street
09-27-357-005
STCHAS/47/6

All supporting documents are stored at the Kane County Recorder of Deeds office.

1842

1849

1850

1850

1855

1855

1860

1865

1882

1899

1926

1974

2020

PoA
WD
WD

WD

Mtg

wD
wD
wD
JTWD
JTWD

WD

Cicero Millington to Darwin Millington

Darwin/Miranda Millington & Ira/Sarah Minard to Joseph Brown
Joseph Brown to Charles Whaylen

Charles/Mary Whalen to John O’Connor

(Whaylen and Whalen is spelled two ways but is the same family)
Edw. O’Brian to John/Mary O’Connor

House/Structure is built

Map of City of St. Charles with Library of Congress shows structure on lot 6.
John O’Connor to Zimri Willard

Zimri/Louisa Willard to Emma Willard

Emma Willard to ida Hill

Ida (Hill) Jackman to Mary Smelting

Mary Smelting to Ronald E. Johnson

Ronald E. Johnson to Richard/Mary Ramella Family Trust






1V. Attachments

1.

Descriptive Statement: Attach a narrative statement describing the property and its historical
architectural significance as indicated in Sections I, II, and III above. Describe structural changes,
additions, and decorative modifications or material changes and dates of such work if known. State

the reasons it should be designated as a Historic property. » ;>
cpi prreth

Plat of Survey: Attach a plat of survey showing the boundaries and location of the property. This
may be obtained from the County Recorder (630-232-5935) at the Government Center. You may

also have one from your house closing. B ‘ )
CEE /@"%{;ﬂ/&% Tiew /k‘/‘ﬁkéé"";b

Photographs: Attach photographs showing the important structures or features of the property and a
photograph as viewed from the public way. Black and white or color prints. A minimum of one
photograph of the structure as viewed from the public way is required.

(el

1 (we) certify that this application and the documents submitted with it are true and correct to the best of
my (our) knowledge and belief.

A gz S/27 fo0.

Applicant or Authorized Agent Date
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316 Cedar Street Description

Built in 1855 on Lot 6, Block 47 of the Original Town of St. Charles, Kane
County, lllinois (see attached), by John O’Connor (see attached), this
beautifully restored limestone Greek Revival house (see attached)
resides prominently within walking distance of Lincoln Park, St. Patrick’s
Church, and the city downtown. Rough limestone exterior with cut
limestone window beads and sills this is has been known as the
Johnson Statuary location in recent years. The east porch, north
addition, and board and batten garage are additions to the original
structure. The limestone used for the construction originated from a
quarry located directly east of this structure known today as the VFW
parking lot and currently used as a public parking area.











