
AGENDA ITEM EXECUTIVE SUMMARY Agenda Item Number:  

Title: 
Consideration of a request regarding The Reserve of St. 

Charles bike path.   

Presenter: Ellen Johnson 

Meeting: Planning & Development Committee Date:  September 14, 2020 

Proposed Cost:  $ Budgeted Amount:  $ Not Budgeted:     ☐ 

Executive Summary (if not budgeted please explain): 

The Reserve of St. Charles subdivision is located on the west side of Rt. 31, north of Red Gate Road. The 

subdivision was approved in 2004. Approved plans included a 10 ft. wide bike path along Rt. 31 for the length of 

the subdivision, within HOA open space. The strip of land identified for the bike path is owned by the City. The 

southern portion of the bike path has been constructed while the northern portion has not.  

The City holds a Letter of Credit for the cost of outstanding subdivision improvements required to be completed 

by the developer. This includes $23,805 (115% of $20,700 cost estimate) for construction of the bike path. 

Omni-Tech LLC (Meritus Homes) purchased the property from the original developer, Ryland Group, in 2009. 

Gary Janko of Omni-Tech has submitted a letter requesting the obligation of constructing the bike path be 

removed from the Letter of Credit. The HOA would then receive the funds for planting improvements.  

Staff is seeking a recommendation from the Committee on the following: 

1. Whether the City should require the developer to construct the Rt. 31 bike path.

2. Does the City wish to retain ownership of the strip of land identified for the bike path? As an alternative,

an easement could be granted to the City for future use, should a bike path network be planned along Rt.

31.

From Staff’s perspective, it may not be practical to require construction of the bike path given the lack of 

connectivity along Rt. 31. Doing so would not appear to serve a public purpose and the City would need to take 

on maintenance of the path.  

There are no bike paths or sidewalks along Rt. 31 to the north or south of The Reserve. To the north is 

unincorporated, with an unincorporated parcel interrupting the planned bike path through The Reserve. No paths 

exist along Rt. 31 until The Timbers subdivision just north of downtown.  

Since The Reserve was approved in 2004, north-south and east-west bike route linkages have been completed in 

the vicinity. Connection is provided to the Red Gate Road bike path via street connections internal to The 

Reserve and Rivers Edge to the south. From a regional perspective, Foley Lane serves as a bike route from Silver 

Glen Rd. to the north, through The Reserve, down to Red Gate Road, then connects south to Greenwood Lane 

which reaches Crane Road. Kane County DOT does not identify Rt. 31 as a planned future bike route.  

(See attached maps)  

Attachments (please list):  

Subdivision Map, Regional Bike Route Map, Letter from Gary Janko, Land Improvement Agreement 

Recommendation/Suggested Action (briefly explain): 

Based on the reasons outlined in the summary above, Staff has no objection to the request, but is seeking 

direction from the Committee on the following items:  

1. Whether the City should require the developer to construct the Rt. 31 bike path.

2. If not, does the City wish to retain ownership of the strip of land identified for the bike path? As an

alternative, an easement could be granted to the City for future use.

Based on the direction, Staff will determine what documents will need to be prepared and/or amended to 

facilitate removal of the bike path from the Letter of Credit.  
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