Agenda Item number: 5
AGENDA ITEM EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Discussion regarding Citation and Hearing Notice for Tap
Title:
House Grill
Presenter: Christopher Minick, Director of Finance
Meeting: Liquor Control Commission
Proposed Cost: $

Date: December 16, 2019

Budgeted Amount: $

Not Budgeted:

☐

Executive Summary (if not budgeted please explain):
The City Council has initiated a tax of 3% of the sales price on all alcoholic beverages and package goods sold in
the City of St. Charles. The establishment shall collect such tax and remit it to the City on a monthly basis.
Filing of the tax return and payment of the tax liability is due before the end of the month succeeding the month
in which the sale occurred (ie, tax collections on January beverage sales are to be paid by close of business on
February 28.)
Tap House Grill (THG) has had a repeated history of significantly late payments. Complaints of violation have
been served on THG for chronic late payment of the Alcohol Tax liability. The repeated late payments result in
considerable staff time and effort to collect the liabilities and the establishments are well aware of their
obligations to file the returns and remit payment. Staff has had repeated communication with the entity in
question to collect amounts due and reminding the establishment of their filing and payment obligations. Tap
House Grill had appeared before the Liquor Commission back on February 19, 2019. They were fined $500.00.
THG again appeared before the LCC in October (10/21/2019) related to late payment of July and August alcohol
tax return payments. On November 5, 2019, Liquor Control Commissioner Rogina and Finance Director Minick
met with representatives of THG to discuss the situation, and future payment expectations. Subsequent to the
meeting, LCC Rogina issued an order imposing a fine and limitations on the hours of sale of alcoholic beverages
at their location. The order was related to the July, 2019 and August, 2019 violations.
The Liquor Control Commissioner has the authority to impose penalties on these entities for late payments
and/or failure to file from imposing fines for violations up to and including license suspension or revocation as
determined after a due process hearing. Staff is requesting that the LCC begin the hearing process to determine
if further penalties are warranted in this case.
The September liability for alcohol tax remittance was again paid late. Staff did not receive the remittance by
the due date or by the conclusion of the grace period. Therefore, on Monday, November 11, City staff issued a
“final notice” of payment for the September liability with a due date of COB on November 15 (Friday of the
same week.) The City received the payment one week later on November 22, 2019. A violation notice was
issued and served on November 25, 2019.
Staff will be present to make a brief presentation and answer questions.

Attachments (please list):
Citation and Notice of Hearing
Payment Histories
Recommendation/Suggested Action (briefly explain):
Discussion Regarding Citation and Hearing Notices for Tap House Grill

