AGENDA ITEM EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Title:

Agenda Item Number: 5d

Recommendation to Approve a Proposal for a New C-1
Liquor License and 2 am Late Night Permit for Trilogy
Lounge, located at 2051 Lincoln Highway, St. Charles.

Presenter: Police Chief James Keegan
Meeting: Government Operations Committee

Date: March 15, 2021

Proposed Cost: $
Budgeted Amount: $
Executive Summary (if not budgeted please explain):

Not Budgeted:

☐

Trilogy Lounge, located at 2051 Lincoln Hwy., is requesting approval for a C1 liquor license. This is
the location of the former Paradisio Restaurant. In addition, they are requesting a 2 am Late Night
Permit.
Please see the attached documents supporting this request.

Pursuant to this item being presented at the Government Operations Committee Meeting on
March 15, 2021 to seek approval; it will be brought before the Liquor Control Commission at
a meeting scheduled for 4:30 pm, the same day, to process and move it forward to this
Committee. This item will then continue on to the City Council Meeting scheduled on April 5,
2021, for final approval.

Attachments (please list):
Memo, Background, Liquor License Application, BASSET, Business Plan, Certificate of Insurance
Recommendation/Suggested Action (briefly explain):
Recommendation to Approve a Proposal for a New C-1 Liquor License and 2 am Late Night Permit
for Trilogy Lounge, located at 2051 Lincoln Highway, St. Charles.

Police Department

Memo
Date:

March 11, 2021

To:

The Honorable Ray Rogina, Mayor-Liquor Commissioner

From: James Keegan, Chief of Police
Re:

Trilogy Entertainment LLC/2051 Lincoln Highway (Trilogy C-1/LNP 2AM)

The purpose of this memorandum is to document and forward to your attention the results
of the background investigation conducted by members of the St. Charles Police
Department concerning the above-mentioned establishment.
As is customary procedure, a detective was assigned this investigation and reviewed the
site location/floor plans, the business plan and the corresponding application materials.
The ownership group consists of two owners who are former professional athletes that
operate small businesses. David Brown owns and operates Power Athletics in St. Charles,
while Cherman Wilson owns a small medical business in the south suburbs and is a train
conductor. Neither owner has any night-club/restaurant experience but they plan on
hiring managers that do.
Although both of their backgrounds were free of any concerns from a law enforcement
perspective, I did ask for a meeting with both gentlemen on March 10, 2021 concerning
their business model. I reviewed their Dram Shop Insurance, their articles of
incorporation paperwork, their Basset training and both their application materials and
our liquor code in great detail. The meeting lasted well over an hour in length and
pursuant to the aforementioned meeting, I have several recommendations moving
forward:
The applicants are seeking a Class C-1/Late Night Permit Request (2am) with hours of
operation being 2:00 pm to 1:00 am (Monday-Thursday), 2:00 pm to 2:00 am (FridaySaturday) and 10:00 am to 2:00 am on Sundays. They are seeking approval to operate a
dance club with on-site security and either karaoke, a live DJ, or live music with varying
crowds and events ranging from age 30 and over events to comedy shows and private
galas. They will not be seeking an outdoor patio space at this time or potential use of the
on-site commercial kitchen.

Pursuant to their business plan and application materials, I had the following input at our
March 10th meeting:
•

No re-entry. Initially, the petitioners were looking to complement their business
with food-trucks. I stressed the importance of safety, liability, and security when
allowing patrons to exit and re-enter. The petitioners agreed and will be partnering
with local restaurants to encourage food delivery, pop-up kitchens, catering and
walk-in food to avoid patrons from leaving the licensed premises and attempting
re-entry. They will be offering light snacks as well.

•

I have asked the petitioners to ban glassware. All drinks will be served in plastic
cups. All beer will be served via taps.

•

Security, dress-code, and vetting/screening. The owners were asked to verify the
type of security and their experience and entry practices. They explained they will
be hiring off-duty police personnel from agencies outside of St. Charles.

•

I followed up with our City attorney and the Director of Community/Economic
Development to ensure code compliance with both our liquor code, zoning code,
and any PUD concerns. Both Nick Peppers and Rita Tungare indicated the
submitted plan, on its face, appears to be compliant with the City’s existing codes
and the legacy PUD.

•

Additionally, I spoke with Dave Patzelt from Sho-Deen Construction and their
leasing department-commercial. We reviewed the lease, the liquor application
material and discussed the petitioner’s business plan. We have a mutual
understanding that we both will monitor the business accordingly and
communicate as needed. I additionally shared contact information with
representatives of Sho-Deen. I was also allowed into the space and toured the site
with other city staff members.

•

I stressed the importance of screening, ID checks, lighting, re-entry, over-service,
and hours of operation during our meeting. Deputy Chief Chuck Pierce was also
present. I found the applicants to be both forthcoming and conscientious, but I
stressed that their business model concerns me and if approved, our police
department will monitor this location very closely to ensure a safe and welcoming
environment. I also discussed zero-tolerance type concerns we have as both a city,
and a police department. The applicants understood and acknowledged my
concerns. We exchanged mutual contact information and in fact, have
communicated several times over the course of their police background.

•

By way of a recommendation, I offer the following guidelines to the Liquor
Control Commission/City Council in terms of the late-Night Permit request for
2:00 am and the other associated recommendations I’ve outlined above:
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5.08.085 – Issuance of Licenses and Restrictions-LCC/City Council
The Local Liquor Control Commissioner may, with the advice and consent of the City
Council, and as designated in any license, impose such other and further conditions, as
the Local Liquor Control Commissioner and City Council deem necessary. The Local
Liquor Control Commissioner may, with the advice and consent of the City Council,
permit entertainment as specifically authorized with the issuance of any license.
5.08.095/Late-Night Permits:
The City Council may, but is not limited to, consider the following criteria in reviewing
and recommending the issuance of the late-night permit to the Liquor Control
Commissioner.
The surrounding land uses,
The business concept,
The proximity to other liquor establishments,
The applicant’s prior business experience,
The public’s health, safety and welfare,
Public Safety resources,
Market conditions,
Any other criteria that is relevant to the issuance, establishment, and administration of a
retail liquor license.
Recommendation
Notwithstanding the diligence of the applicants and their forthcoming and
accommodating efforts, I asked the owners to restrict their late-night permit request to
three (3) night per week - Friday, Saturday, and Sunday nights - with the understanding
that permitted hours of sale are exclusively granted by the Liquor Control Commission
and City Council at the onset of approval and renewals occur on yearly basis per the
terms outlined above. Their initial request, as outlined in their application material was 7days per week; their business plan was updated to reflect our conversation. Perhaps a 6month probationary period can be used to reevaluate this business in greater detail in
terms of expanded late-night hours at the November 1st, 2021, City Council Meeting.
Thank you in advance for your consideration in this matter.
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