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Presenter: Police Chief James Keegan 
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Proposed Cost:  $ Budgeted Amount:  $ Not Budgeted:     ☐
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Executive Summary (if not budgeted, please explain): 

The attached resolution supports the proactive use of drones by law enforcement at special events to 
observe crowd size, behavior, and movement. Currently, the use of this resource is limited by the Drone 
Surveillance Act.  

On behalf of the men and women of the St. Charles Police Department, I respectfully ask the City Council 
to extend its full support of the resolution. The Illinois Chiefs of Police Association also supports this 
measure (see attached fact sheets).  

Attachments (please list):  
Resolution, Fact Sheet 

Recommendation/Suggested Action (briefly explain): 

Recommendation to approve a Resolution Regarding Drones as First Responders 







The City of St. Charles, Illinois 
Resolution No. ___________ 

 
A Resolution Regarding Drones as First Responders 

 
Presented & Passed by the 

City Council on _______________ 
 
WHEREAS, in 2013, the Illinois General Assembly approved the Freedom from Drone 

Surveillance Act, which later became law as Public Act 98-569 (“the Act”) and effective on January 
1, 2014; and  
 

WHEREAS, in recent years the availability and use of unmanned aerial vehicles or “drones” 
for civilian as well as governmental applications has increased significantly; and  
  

WHEREAS, the current Act bans the use of drones by law enforcement entities, subject to 
specific enumerated exceptions; and  
  

WHEREAS, the Act’s restrictions on the use of drones by law enforcement unreasonably 
limits the use of drones for legitimate, reasonable, and safe crime prevention and public safety 
purposes; and  
 

WHEREAS, the Act’s restrictions on the use of drones by trained law enforcement 
personnel are far greater than any other federal or state restrictions on their use by civilian or 
other governmental authorities; and   
  

WHEREAS, the Act restrictions represent a reaction of the legislature to new technology 
and perceived concerns about the improper use of drones by law enforcement as tools; and    
  
  WHEREAS, law enforcement personnel have worked closely with state legislators to 
propose amendatory language to the Act that achieves a better balance between the legitimate 
use of drones for law enforcement purposes and the privacy concerns that underly its existing 
regulations; and   
  

WHEREAS, Senate Bill 107, also known as the Drones as First Responders’ Act as 
introduced in the 103rd General Assembly is one example of a collaboration between legislators, 
municipalities, law enforcement agencies, and privacy advocates that modernizes the regulations 
in the Act to permit the use of drones by law enforcement as proactive and preventative tools, 
while ensuring appropriate oversight, accountability, and transparency; and   
  

WHEREAS, legislation like Drones as First Responders Act is critical to allowing the use of 
drones to enhance public safety as a crime prevention and supplemental law enforcement tool;   



Date 
Resolution No. 

  
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and City Council of the City of St. Charles, 
Kane, and DuPage, that the City of St. Charles extends its full support to well-reasoned measures 
intended to modernize the original 2013 Act and further encourages the General Assembly to act 
with all deliberate speed in the adoption of the Drones as First Responders Act; and further  
 
 BE IT RESOLVED that in the event of the passage of SB 107 consistent with the aims of this 
Resolution that encourages the Governor of this State to approve said measure without delay; 
and further  
 
 BE IT RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution shall be transmitted forthwith to all 
members of the Illinois General Assembly whose districts encompass any portion of the 
corporate limits of the City; and further  
 
 BE IT RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution shall be immediately transmitted to the 
Governor forthwith upon notice of the passage of any legislation consistent with the aims of this 
Resolution by the General Assembly.   
 

PRESENTED to the City Council of the City of St. Charles, Illinois, this ____ day of ______, 
2023. 
 

PASSED by the City Council of the City of St. Charles, Illinois this ___ day of _________, 
2023. 

 
APPROVED by the Mayor of the City of St. Charles, Illinois this ____ day of __________, 

2023. 
 

      ____________________________________ 
      Mayor Lora A. Vitek 

 

 

Attest: 

 

____________________________ 
City Clerk 

Council Vote: 
Ayes:     
Nays:     
Abstain:    
Absent:    
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