
 

AGENDA ITEM EXECUTIVE SUMMARY Agenda Item number:  6.d 

Title: 
Recommendation to add Title 13 “Public Utilities”, Chapter 

12.207 “Stormwater/Groundwater Discharge Standards.” 

Presenter: Ken Jay 

Meeting:  Government Services Committee                  Date:  February 24, 2020 

Proposed Cost:  N/A Budgeted Amount:  N/A Not Budgeted:     ☐  

Executive Summary (if not budgeted please explain): 

 

The current City Ordinance prohibits the discharge of sump pumps onto public Right-Of-Ways, as well 

as to the sanitary sewer system, but does not prohibit discharges onto adjacent properties.  The proposed 

chapter titled “Stormwater/Groundwater Discharge Standards” will provide the City with a legal means 

to remedy drainage complaints and neighbor disputes pertaining to sump pump and downspout discharge 

locations.   

 

Attachments (please list):  

 

* Proposed Section 13.12.207 “Stormwater/Groundwater Discharge Standards” 

 

Recommendation/Suggested Action (briefly explain): 

 

Recommendation to add Title 13 “Public Utilities”, Chapter 12.207 “Stormwater/Groundwater 

Discharge Standards” to the City Ordinance. 

 
 

 



Recommended Ordinance Addition to Title 13 “Public Utilities”, Chapter 12 “Sewers”, Section 
13.12.207 “Stormwater/Groundwater Discharge Standards”: 

13.12.207 – Stormwater/Groundwater Discharge Standards 

A. Where a sump pump is used for the collection of drainage from foundation footing drains, or any
other sub-surface drainage,

a. Such drainage shall not be discharged into the septic tank or public sanitary sewer.
b. Where underground public storm sewer facilities exist, or are proposed to the subject

development, the discharge shall be routed and connected to the storm sewer system in
accordance with the requirements set forth in the City of St. Charles Engineering Design
Inspection and Policy Manual.

c. In the event storm sewer facilities do not exist, sump pumps may be discharged overland
on an owner’s property, or to a storm water conveyance swale specifically designed and
operated as a part of the overall storm water conveyance system, with appropriate
drainage and maintenance easements in place for which the City or other operator as
identified in easement language (Home Owners Association, Commercial Property
Manager, etc.) shall have access and operational maintenance responsibilities.

d. Discharge shall be located a minimum of ten (10) feet from the public street, ally, Right
of Way, or property line of a contiguous landowner and shall not be located in an
established front yard setback.

e. Any modifications to the standards set forth shall be at the discretion of the Director of
Public Works, or their designee.

B. All down spouts, outside stairwells, roof drains and similar apparatus, shall discharge onto the
ground, or as approved under Title 18, and day light a minimum of ten (10) feet from any public
Right of Way and five (5) feet from any property line of a contiguous landowner, or half the
distance of the established side yard setback.  Discharge shall not be located in an established
front yard setback.
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