
 
AGENDA ITEM EXECUTIVE SUMMARY Agenda Item Number:  7a 

Title: 

 
St. Charles Business Alliance Holiday Homecoming 2020 – 
Information Only 
 

Presenter: Jenna Sawicki, Executive Director St. Charles Business Alliance 

Meeting: Government Operations Committee                    Date:  October 19, 2020 
 
Proposed Cost: 
 

Budgeted Amount:  $ Not Budgeted:     ☐  

Executive Summary (if not budgeted please explain): 
 
Due to COVID-19, the St. Charles Business Alliance will be making changes to the traditional Holiday 
Homecoming event taking place November 27-28, 2020. We will scale back the event to stay within 
governmental guidelines while continuing to follow our mission of attracting people to St. Charles to shop and 
dine. 

Instead of our traditional “Lighting of the Lights,” we will be pre-recording a “Virtual Lighting of the Lights” 
which will be broadcast on our social media pages on Friday, November 27. 

As we will not be able to host the “Electric Christmas Parade,” we will be adding a “Holiday Tree Trail” element 
to Holiday Homecoming. Approximately 45 real trees will be put up around 1st St. and the Riverwalk. (See 
attached map.) Local businesses, organizations or individuals will have the opportunity to purchase a tree to light 
and decorate with their individual theme. These trees will stay up through January 1, 2021. 

We will encourage local restaurants and businesses to host holiday themed specials, promotions, and/or mini-
events. We are also working on a “Professional Ice Sculptor” element for Saturday, November 28. The ice 
sculptor would be set up in a private area where Phase 4 Guidelines could be followed. 

We plan to have “Santa’s House” on the East Plaza with limited hours, starting Saturday, November 28. The 
house will be set up so Santa will be socially distant from visitors, still allowing for a photo to be taken. There 
will be a mailbox set up for children to leave their letters. 
 
PLEASE NOTE: this special event is being recommended for approval with the caveat that all approvals are 
contingent upon any governmental sanctions regarding public gatherings, social distancing, etc., pertaining to 
COVID-19. 
 
Attachments (please list):  
 
Application, Holiday Tree Trail Map 
 
Recommendation/Suggested Action (briefly explain): 
 
For information only 
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