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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 

 
During the 7/17 meeting the Commission discussed the potential to place a State sponsored Historical Marker at 

Camp Kane. The Commission expressed support for the installation of the marker, but was worried about the 

number of signs at that location. Commissioner Malay stated that with a State sponsored marker, other signs 

could be taken down.   

 

Wording for the marker has been provided in the packet and a location map will be provided at the meeting.  The 

Commission has been asked to provide approval regarding the wording and final location of the marker.  

 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION / SUGGESTED ACTION: 

Provide feedback and recommendations on approval of the marker wording and location.   

 



Historic Marker Wording:  
 

 

Camp Kane 

Civil War Training Camp 

1861-1865 

 

Camp Kane is the Civil War Training Camp site of the 8
th

 and 17
th

 Illinois Cavalries. Both were 

organized by John F. Farnsworth, when he obtained authorization from President Lincoln to 

form a voluntary cavalry regiment.       

 

The 8
th

 Illinois Cavalry regiment formed in 1861, fought with the Army of the Potomac in such 

major battles as Manassas, Antietam, Fredericksburg and Gettysburg. They fought in 50 other 

battles and skirmishes. The 8
th

 Illinois Cavalry had the regimental strength of 1200 men and a 

roster of 2412 during the war. 194 soldiers were killed or died of disease, 185 were wounded and 

11 died in Confederate prisons.  

 

The 17
th

 Illinois Cavalry regiment recruited in 1863. Commanded by Col. John L. Beveridge, it 

distinguished itself when it captured 1,000 Confederate troops at Mine Creek, Kansas.            

 






