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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 

 

Proposed is a new building to be constructed on First St. on the lot north of the ALE building and the 

ramp to the new parking deck. This is Building #2 of Phase 3 of the First Street Redevelopment, to be 

called, “River Loft”.  

 

The Commission reviewed and recommended approval of a PUD Preliminary Plan for Building #2 in 

September 2017. The PUD Preliminary Plan was approved by City Council in November 2017.  

 

The proposed building elevations substantially conform to the PUD Preliminary Plan.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION / SUGGESTED ACTION: 

Provide feedback and recommendations on approval of the COA. 
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Chairman Norris asked staff to relay the Commission’s concerns to the owner and ask that she 

revise her presentation.  Mr. Pretz also asked if the individual doing the work could attend the 

meeting so they could provide answers to very specific questions.   

 

A motion was made by Mr. Gibson and seconded by Dr. Smunt with a unanimous voice 

vote to table the discussion. 

 

11. PUD Preliminary Plan:  First Street Building #2 

 

Bob Rasmussen, First Street Development II, LLC, and Dan Marshall, architect, were present.  

 

Mr. Rasmussen presented background on the project.  The Commission previously approved a 4-

story apartment building on this site, which included balconies on all facades and 

restaurant/retail space on the first floor.  A year later, a revised concept for a hotel was presented.  

The current building plan includes retail/restaurant uses on the 1
st
 floor, office use on the 2

nd
 

floor, and for-sale residential living on floors 3 through 5.    

 

Mr. Marshall reviewed the architectural elements of the building.  The building will have 

different types of parapets, different heights, and different brick color, so that there isn’t one 

strong overall composition from side to side.  It is a single building with broken down mass.  He 

plans to break down the mass by splitting off compositions on the ends that hold the entire 

middle together.  The proposal also includes a roof deck and a greenhouse that will hold the 

stairs and elevator.  The 1
st
 floor is a series of storefronts that can be altered to accommodate the 

needs of the tenants.   

 

The Commissioners discussed different aspects of the project.  The overall impression was 

favorable.  Support was expressed for the more modern aspects of the building, including the 

greenhouse and projecting bays on the sides of the structure.                                       

 

A motion was made by Dr. Smunt and seconded by Mr. Kessler with a unanimous voice 

vote to recommend to the Plan Commission approval of the PUD Preliminary Plan for 

Building #2 as presented.   

 

12. Additional Business and Observations from Commissioners or Staff 

 

a. Residential Façade Grant 

 

Mr. Pretz provided a list of suggestions for reviewing Residential Façade Grants.  He suggested 

putting together some guidelines for the Commissioners to use when reviewing future requests.  

He felt they need to provide a clear understanding of the difference between maintenance and 
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