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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:
A Residential Façade Improvement Grant has been requested by Laura Rice for the building located at
201 Chestnut Ave. The grant was discussed and tabled at the 8/16/17 meeting and postponed by the
applicant.
The project description is surface preparation, repairs and repainting of wood siding.
A quote has been provided for the work.
The maximum grant amount available is $5,000.
RECOMMENDATION / SUGGESTED ACTION:
Provide feedback and recommendations.

ARCHITECTURAL SURVEY
CENTRAL HISTORIC DISTRICT
ST. CHARLES, ILLINOIS
ST. CHARLES HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION

Primary Structure

ADDRESS 201 Chestnut Ave

1994 Photo
Roll: 15, 18
Negative: 8, 12

Photo: Aug. 2003

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE





Significant
Contributing
Non-Contributing
Potential for Individual National Register Designation

BUILDING CONDITION
 Excellent
 Good
 Fair
 Poor

ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION
Architectural Style/Type:

Italianate

Architectural Features:
Date of Construction:
Source:

1879

Overall Plan Configuration:

Exterior Walls (Current):

Clapboard

Exterior Walls (Original):

Clapboard

Foundation:
Roof Type/Material:
Window Material/Type:

ARCHITECTURAL FEATURES: Two story clapboard sided structure with large overhangs and hipped roof. Addition to east
has gabled roof. Tall narrow windows.

ALTERATIONS: Additions to first floor.
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Dr. Smunt expressed concerned over the signage on the awning stating it consists of an excessive
amount of advertising for what would be required to identify the business. He did not support
further advertising on the awning. Mr. Pretz felt it looked too busy and preferred a more
minimalistic design. Mr. Kessler also agreed the awning contained too much information and
suggested putting the additional advertisement on window signage as long as it met code
requirements.
Mr. Krahenbuhl asked how the LED lighting will be put in place. Mr. Simic said the new
signage will be placed in the same location, and installed in the same way the previous tenant
had it in, to avoid any harm being done to the building.
Mr. Simic asked if they could use either dark red or black for the awning. The Commissioners
were fine with either option.
A motion was made by Dr. Smunt and seconded by Mr. Pretz with a unanimous voice vote
to approve the COA with the condition that only four advertising categories be used along
the bottom of the awning; two on the E. Main St. side, one on the angle side, and one on the
Riverside Ave. side.
8. Façade Improvement Grant: 7 S. 2nd Ave.
A request was made to move this item to 10d. There were no objections.
9. Façade Improvement Grant: 201 Chestnut Ave.
Laura Rice, the petitioner, was present.
Mr. Colby said the request is for a Residential Façade Improvement Grant to repair and repaint a
contributing structure.
Ms. Rice explained the work she is planning to do. She stated she is going to have the front door
evaluated to determine if it is the original door. If it is, she will most likely provide a secondary
estimate for the additional work that needs to be done to repair the door.
Dr. Smunt stated he is not that familiar with the structure and the scope of work, and would
prefer to do an on-site visit before making a decision on this request. He said the project might
require using a siding restoration specialist versus a painter.
Mr. Pretz explained this is the first residential grant request received by the Commission and an
on-site visit would help them determine what part of the work would be considered maintenance
and what part would be preservation.
Mr. Krahenbuhl said the work being done seems justified and would most likely be eligible for
the grant.
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Commissioners questioned whether or not the garage would qualify. Dr. Smunt said the
description states “ineligible is a free-standing new construction building”. The garage falls
under this description. It is not original to the property.
Ms. Rice said she is going to get another quote for the paint job and door work, and would be
happy to resubmit the information. Chairman Norris asked if there would be any issues if they
tabled the discussion until the next meeting. Ms. Rice expressed concern about getting close to
the weather changing in September. Mr. Pretz said the additional time would allow her to get
some more quotes and also allow the Commission to do the on-site visit. If she finds a painter by
then, he suggested asking the painter to come to the next meeting. Dr. Smunt said the condition
of the siding will influence whether or not the paint will hold.
A motion was made by Dr. Smunt and seconded by Mr. Krahenbuhl with a unanimous
voice vote to table the discussion until the September 6, 2017 meeting.
10. Preliminary Review: 306 W. Main St.
Item was moved to 10e.
b. COA: 201 W. Main St. (façade repair)
John Maninger, the petitioner, was present.
Mr. Maninger explained the repairs that need to be done. He is going to tear out the brick and
have the area behind it inspected for structural damage. If there is no damage, he will flash and
clean the brick.
Mr. Colby explained it is not certain yet if the scope of work will require a permit or not. It will
depend on the results of the inspection.
Dr. Smunt said if they find any structural damage, they will need to return with alternate plans.
A motion was made by Dr. Smunt and seconded by Mr. Kessler with a unanimous voice
vote to approve the COA as presented.
c. COA: 11 S. 2nd Ave. (windows)
Paul Saha, the representative, was present.
Mr. Saha presented a revised quote for steel replica windows. The Commissioners were
supportive of the window material.

