
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
AGENDA ITEM EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Agenda Item 
Title/Address: Façade Grant: 307 Illinois Ave.

Significance: Contributing 

Petitioner: Samantha

Project Type: Façade Improvements

PUBLIC HEARING MEETING
6/17/20 X

Agenda Item Category:

Preliminary Review X Grant 

Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) Other Commission Business

Landmark/District Designation Commission Business

Attached Documents: Additional Requested Documents: 
Application, Current photos, Design Drawings/
scope details, Architectural Survey Building Elevations

Project Description:
A Façade Improvement Grant has been requested by Samantha Cocroft for her house at 307
Illinois Ave.
Ms. Cocroft is looking to do façade work on her home that includes installing LP or Hardie
siding, painting, repairing and replacing trim, etc.
The maximum grant amount for residential units is $5,000

Staff Comments: 

The Commission should determine what elements of the proposed project are eligible grant 
improvements.

A recommendation to the Planning and Development Committee is required. 

Recommendation / Suggested Action:

Provide feedback and recommendations.
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4. Residential Façade Grant: 

Eligible Properties:  
Residential buildings located within a Historic District or Landmark site, rated in the Historic District 
Architectural Survey as: 

“Contributing” or “Significant” structures 
Non-Contributing structures that, upon completion of the improvements, will be re-classified by 
the Historic Preservation Commission as “Contributing” or “Significant” 

Minimum Project Cost: $1,000 

Maximum Grant Amount: $5,000 for: 
o Improvements that will be visible from the public right-of-way 
o Improvements to systems that include both the visible and non-visible elevations (such as 

improvements to siding or windows around entire building) 

Eligible Improvements:  

o 50% Reimbursement for projects falling into one or more of the following categories: 

Repainting of historic exterior surface materials where the surface preparation 
includes removal of worn/failing paint and intensive surface preparation prior to 
painting. 

Reconstruction of missing historic features. (Example: Previously existing front 
porch)

Repairing/stabilizing deteriorated historic features and reusing existing architectural 
elements. (Example: Repair or partial reconstruction of a porch or replacement of 
window components)

Removal of inappropriate features and restoration with original details and materials. 
(Example: Removal of non-original aluminum/vinyl siding and restoration of the 
original siding, Removal of vinyl or aluminum windows and replacement with wood 
or aluminum clad wood windows.)

Upgrade deteriorated materials with new appropriate materials. (Example: 
Replacement of deteriorated wood windows with new wood windows)

o 100% Reimbursement for Architectural Services (Up to $2,000) 
Where architectural services are required, the owner or tenant should retain an 
architect to prepare a conceptual design and cost estimate for work proposed.  If the 
project is approved by the City, the architect may provide bidding and construction 
plans and documents, as well as construction supervision.  Only those architectural 
services directly related to the approved facade improvement will be reimbursed. 

Ineligible: 
o Routine maintenance 
o Any interior improvement or finishes 
o Any improvements to internal building systems, including HVAC, plumbing, electrical 

(except for wiring for exterior lighting) 
o Any site improvements, including sidewalks, parking lots and landscaping. 
o Freestanding new construction buildings 
o Building additions, unless in connection with improvements to the existing building. 

Improvements not specifically listed as eligible or ineligible are subject to review as to eligibility by 
the Historic Preservation Commission as an advisory body and approval or disapproval by City 
Council.   
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5. Terms and Conditions applicable to all grants:  

o Grant applications will be considered in the order they are received. In the event that the total 
amount of the potential reimbursement grants exceeds the amount budgeted for the program year, the 
applications will be carried over for consideration during the following program year.   

o Not more than one grant shall be approved for a building in any program year, and a grant shall 
not be approved if a grant was made for the same portion of the building within the previous five 
years. For the Residential Grant Program, within the 5 program years following approval of a grant, a 
grant for the same property will not be considered until September of each program year.

o The maximum amount of the reimbursement grant for a specific property will be set forth in a 
Facade Improvement Agreement between the City and the property owner or tenant.  If the 
actual costs exceed the original final estimates submitted with the application and used to determine 
the final total amount of reimbursement within the Agreement, the property owner or tenant will be 
responsible for the full amount of the excess.  The City cannot reimburse more than the total amount 
specified in the Agreement. 

o Reimbursement grants are subject to Federal and State taxes, and are reported to the Internal 
Revenue Service on Form 1099.  You are required to provide your taxpayer ID number or social 
security number as part of the Façade Improvement Agreement.  Property owners and tenants should 
consult their tax advisor for tax liability information. 

o The following items are not considered “improvements” and therefore they are not eligible for 
reimbursement: 

Building Permit fees and related costs. 
Extermination of insects, rodents, vermin and other pests. 
Title reports and legal fees. 
Acquisition of land or buildings. 
Financing costs. 
Sweat equity. 
Working capital for businesses. 

o Work that has been initiated prior to the approval of the Facade Improvement Agreement by the 
City Council is NOT eligible for grant reimbursement.   

o All improvements must be completed prior to the end of the program year on April 30.  If the 
work is not complete by the end of the program year, the City’s remaining obligation to reimburse the 
owner or tenant for the project terminates. The City may, its sole discretion, grant a single one-year 
extension due to unforeseen circumstances that have prevented the completion of the project. 

o The property owner and tenant shall be responsible for maintaining the facade improvements 
without alteration for five (5) years.  A restrictive covenant limiting alterations may be required by 
the City Council at the time of approval of the Facade Improvement Agreement. 

o Any project changes must be approved by the City. Major changes or elimination of improvements 
must be approved by the City Council.  Minor revisions must be approved by the Historic Preservation 
Commission.   

o This is a reimbursement program -- you must pay your architect, contractors and suppliers 
before you receive payment from the City.   







 



 









APPENDIX A

Cocroft Porch Remodel 307 Illinois Avenue, St. Charles IL 60174

Category Scope Description  General Estimate 

Exterior Work *this is a rough estimate and not an official proposal

Removal of Back Deck Complete tear out and removal of back deck  $                    1,040.00 
Hauling Removing and disposing of all construciton debris offsite  $                       250.00 
Concrete Work Remove stoop, remove cracked slab, haul off and grind down raised portion of driveway  $                    1,400.00 
New Concrete work Pour 2 piers to support stoop and and slab to receive risers down to patio  $                       700.00 

Construct new Landing and stairs Materials and labor to build landing, railing and grab rail down from side entry (No. 1 Treated Pine)  $                    1,900.00 

Exterior door Supply Supply and install matching exterior door for front porch entry, including hardware and closer  $                    1,800.00 
Exterior Trim and siding Remove existing vinyl siding, supply and install exterior siding/trim materials; north façade and 2nd 

story west facing elevation to the return of front porch building line, includes 1/4" foam board and 
Tyvek or equal vapor barrier

 $                    8,250.00 

Landscaping/Patio work Install paver patio where old deck was removed, 12' by 6' with mulch bed perimeter  $                    3,500.00 
Window sash repair Repair Broken window pane  $                       450.00 
Carpentry Labor Install 1 exterior door & hardware, porch flooring and proch ceiling boards  $                    1,400.00 
Exterior Painting touch up and prep all exterior trim elements at front façade, re-seal and paint  $                    2,100.00 
Re-configure concrete at front entry Due to leveling of porch floor, tear out or re-work front concrete walk/steps to due to increase in  $                    1,900.00 
General Contracting & Project Admin. Materials purchase/delivery, financials, subcontractor scheduling, design and implementation  $                    2,000.00 

Subtotal for all Exterior Work  $                  26,690.00 

Interior Work

Construction Debris Container Estimation of 1 20 yard container for all construction waste over course of project  $                       450.00 
General Contracting Project Admin. Materials purchase/delivery, financials, subcontractor scheduling, design and implementation  $                    1,520.00 
General Demolition and Removal Remove porch parition walls, flooring, drywall, cabinetry, ceiling boards etc.  $                    2,630.00 
Framing of porch floor Labor to complete rough framing (to level) and sheathing of porch floor  $                    1,560.00 
Framing materials 2*6 floor joists, 3/4" T&G subfloor, required misc. materials and hardware  $                       780.00 
Insulation Work * before installing 
subfloor

Supply and install ceiling and flooring insulation batts, supported by 1/2" foam insulation board from 
beneath

 $                    1,940.00 

Porch Ceiling Supply and install 1*4 T&G ceiling boards Pine or fir  $                    1,900.00 
Misc. drywall repair and painting Mold/mildew resistant drywall materials for all repairs  $                    1,400.00 
New porch Flooring Supply and install Luxury Vinyl plank flooring over installed subfloor  $                    1,100.00 

Subtotal for all Interior Work  $                  13,280.00 

General Estimate for Costs for Scope as outlined above  $                  39,970.00 

Window sash repair Repair Broken window pane $ 450.00 

Exterior Trim and siding Remove existing vinyl siding, supply and install exterior siding/trim materials; north façade and 2nd
story west facing elevation to the return of front porch building line, includes 1/4" foam board and 
Tyvek or equal vapor barrier

8,250.00 

Exterior Painting touch up and prep all exterior trim elements at front façade, re-seal and paint $ 2,100.00 




