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Executive Summary (if not budgeted please explain):
During a discussion regarding the extension of outdoor dining on public property at the October 19th
City Council Meeting, the question of outdoor fire features on public property, namely fire pits, was
brought up. With indoor dining temporarily closed as a mitigation measure for COVID-19 some
restaurants are encouraging the use of outdoor dining, which is regulated separately from indoor dining
per the state guidelines. However, with the weather cooling down dramatically, businesses are getting
creative in their proposals to keep diners comfortable. When it comes to the use of public property, La
Mesa would like to place wood burning fire pits in their outdoor dining area on the plaza and while
Flagship on the Fox was originally requesting fire pits on Walnut Avenue, they have since withdrawn
that proposal.
Any entity already using the City’s property for outdoor dining has gone through an administrative
approval process for their use of the public property. Permit approval includes providing a signed
indemnification form holding the City harmless and an up-to-date certificate of insurance with a
minimum $1 million/occurrence and $2 million aggregate policy that lists the City as additionally
insured. If fire features are included on public property, either in the right-of-way or on the plaza, staff
recommends that the establishment also provide an additional $2 million umbrella policy. It is worth
noting that all five of the restaurants adjacent to the First Street Public Plaza already have umbrella
policies that meet or exceed this additional requirement.
The review and approval for outdoor dining on public property has not included the approval of fire
features such as fire pits at this time. The placement of fire features requires property owner
authorization, and in the case of public property, the City’s authorization is required before any fire
feature is placed on public property and it is subject to a permit and administrative staff review.
2015 International Fire Code
Section 307 of the IFC 2015, which has been adopted by the City of St. Charles, regulates open
burning, recreational fires and portable outdoor fireplaces. Regarding fire pits and fire places, the code
says the following: “Fires in approved containers and portable outdoor fireplaces must be used in
accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions and shall not be operated within 15 feet of a structure
of combustible material.”
City staff has reached out to neighboring communities such as Geneva, Batavia, Downers Grove,
Woodridge, Oswego to understand their position on fire pits on public property – all have stated no fire
pits of any kind are permitted on public property.
Patio Heaters vs. Fire Pits
Staff’s recommendation is that only spark-free/smoke-free propane or electric patio heaters and fire
tables be permitted on public property and not permit open burning fire pits fueled by wood, charcoal

or other organic or synthetic materials which produce smoke, embers and ash and pose a higher
nuisance and risk. Whether the establishment’s goal is a product that produces heat for comfort or the
glow of fire for ambiance, there is a variety of patio heater designs to meet individual goals and
preferences. See the attached document for examples of spark-free/smoke-free units.
So long as distance requirements are adhered to (15 feet from a structure in most cases), the quantity of
heaters is dependent upon available space and distancing between parties. No propane or natural gas
heating element is permitted under any enclosure or structure such as a tent, canopy or roof and electric
heating elements will be evaluated on a case-by-case basis.
Attachments (please list):
Examples of patio heaters (recommended) vs. fire pits/open fires (not recommended)
IFC 2015 Chapter 3 Section 307
Recommendation/Suggested Action (briefly explain):
Recommendation to authorize placement of spark-free/smoke-free patio heaters on public property,
subject to administrative staff review and compliance with applicable codes.

Examples of Spark-free/Smoke-free Patio Heaters
(recommended)

Fire pits/open fires
(not recommended)

Wood Burning Fire Pit with Cover

Propane Patio Heater-Gas Fire Pit Tube Lamp

Propane Fire Table

Traditional Propane Patio Heater
Wood Burning Fire Pit without Cover

Propane Fire Table

Charcoal Fire Barrel

