
AGENDA ITEM EXECUTIVE SUMMARY Agenda Item number:  IIA3 

Title: 

Recommendation to approve a Late-Night Permit for the 

RAM Restaurant Group/dba “The Grandstander” located 11 

N. 3rd Street (Class B). 

Presenter: Jim Keegan, Police Chief 

Meeting:  City Council   Date:  April 16, 2018 

Proposed Cost:  $ Budgeted Amount:  $ Not Budgeted:     ☐ 

Executive Summary (if not budgeted please explain): 

This is a late night permit request for the RAM Restaurant Group/dba “The Grandstander” located at 11 

N. 3
rd

 Street.

Pursuant to this item being presented at the Government Operations Committee meeting on Monday, 

April 16, 2018 to seek approval; it will be brought before the Liquor Control Commission at a meeting 

scheduled at 4:30 p.m., the same day, to process and move it forward to this Committee.  This item will 

then continue on to the City Council meeting scheduled on May 7, 2018 for final approval.   

This item was presented at the April 16, 2018 Government Operations Committee meeting where it 

received a vote of 7-2 in favor. 

Attachments (please list): 

Memo 

Letter  

Recommendation/Suggested Action (briefly explain): 

Recommendation to approve a Late-Night Permit for the RAM Restaurant Group/dba “The 

Grandstander” located 11 N. 3rd Street (Class B). 



Memo 
Date: April 9, 2018 

To: Raymond Rogina, Liquor Commissioner 

From: James Keegan, Chief of Police 

CC: Mark Koenen, City Administrator 

Re: RAM Restaurant Group INC/dba “The Grandstander” 11 N. 3rd Street/Late-Night 
Permit Request (Formerly Abby’s) 

I’ve had a chance to review the application material of “The Grandstander” and the 
associated written documentation.   

The Grandstander is seeking approval of a late-night permit to operate as a bar/restaurant 
with a full-service kitchen. According to their application, the RAM Restaurant Group 
Inc. (Mr. Robert Mondi-formerly Abby’s) is looking to transition “The Grandstander” 
concept from Geneva to St. Charles. Mr. Mondi is looking to partner with Chef David 
Reyes (owner and operator of the Finery in St. Charles) as a local manager. They will be 
focusing on food with a barbeque/smoker theme. The business plans on hosting weekly 
men’s, women’s and co-ed dart leagues (7 dart boards) and offer other bar games such as 
Golden tee, Claw machine and Deer Hunter.  The Grandstander is seeking video gaming 
machines. 

The business would like to be open Monday through Thursday 11:00am to 1:00am, 
Friday 11:00am to 2:00am, Saturday 10:00am to 2:00am, and Sunday 10:00am to 
1:00am. The Grandstander is seeking a late-night permit which the Abby did not have but 
was licensed until midnight pursuant to a Class B license.   

The police department could not find anything of a derogatory nature concerning Abby’s 
or The Finery has not had any problems associated with either of their licenses. The 
police department supports and recommends in favor of both a dba change and the 
aforementioned late-night permit. 

As always, I can answer any questions or concerns.  
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Memo   
Date:   04/09/18 

To: Chief Keegan 

From: Commander Pierce 

Re: Review of D.B.A. from Abby’s to The Grandstander 

The purpose of this memo is to outline my review for the change of  D.B.A. that was 
once Abby’s to a new business name called, The Grandstander. Both business have been 
and will be located at 11 N. 3rd Street.  

On 03/22/18, Mr. Robert Mondi came to the City and filled out an application to change 
the name on his liquor license from “Abby’s” to “The Grandstander”. Mr. Mondi 
currently holds a Class B liquor license under the name Abby’s with the parent company 
being RAM Restaurant Group INC. The Grandstander will also be run under the RAM 
Restaurant Group. According to Mr. Mondi, Abby’s closed in October of 2017. Mr. 
Mondi has filed a letter with the Commission asking for the name change. The following 
is a quick overview Abby’s application when it was first submitted and The 
Grandstander’s application.  

 
In the application for Abby’s dated 3/05/15, Mr. Mondi included a business plan that 
touted Abby’s as a breakfast and lunch restaurant with a focus on breakfast due to St. 
Charles not having a downtown breakfast restaurant. The hours of operation were from 
7:30am to 3:30pm, 7 days a week. In the application they noted the desire to have a 
liquor license so they could sell, “Bloody Marys, Mimosas, wine, and a few craft beers 
with lunch and breakfast”. On this application Mr. Mondi and a subject named James 
McCoy were listed as the only managers and subjects who were Basset trained. The lease 
for 11 N. 3rd St. was dated 03/01/15 to 02/28/2025. As stated above Abby’s was closed in 
October of 2017. 
 
In the application for The Grandstander dated 03-22-18, Mr. Mondi included a business 
plan. The Grandstander is a Bar/Restaurant according to the application. The application 
indicates that The Grandstander was a bar located in Geneva which has now closed. Mr. 
Mondi would like to move The Grandstander to St. Charles. He will be partnering with 
David Reyes who according to the application owns the Finery in St. Charles and owned 
The Grandstander when it was in Geneva. The business would like to be open Monday 
through Thursday 11:00am to 1:00am, Friday 11:00am to 2:00am, Saturday 10:00am to 
2:00am, and Sunday 10:00am to 1:00am. The Grandstander is asking for a late-night 
permit which the Abby did not have. Mr. Mondi has indicated he has an application 
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pending for 5 video gaming machines. The bar will also have 7 dart boards and other bar 
games such as Golden tee, Claw machine and Deer Hunter. The business plans on hosting 
a weekly men’s, women’s and co-ed dart league. They will be selling food with a focus 
on barbeque and smoked food. The lease for the building is the same as the one turned in 
for Abby’s dated until 02/28/2025.  
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