
 

City of St. Charles, Illinois  

Ordinance No. 2024-Z-___ 
 

An Ordinance Designating Certain Property as A Landmark 

(304 N. 2nd Avenue – Hulburd-Ferson House) 
 

 WHEREAS, a nomination for Landmark Designation for the real estate legally described in 

Exhibit "A", attached hereto and made a part hereof (“Subject Realty”), commonly known as 304 N. 

2nd Avenue, was filed with the City of St. Charles (“City”) on or about February 23, 2024, by 

Claire and Dean Bemis (“Petitioner”), Record Owners of the Subject Realty; and, 

 WHEREAS, Notice of Public Hearing on said nomination was published on or about March 

18, 2024, in a newspaper having general circulation within the City, to-wit, the Daily Herald 

newspaper, as required by Section 17.32.060 of the St. Charles Zoning Ordinance; and, 

 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to said notice, the Historic Preservation Commission conducted a 

public hearing on April 4, 2024, on said nomination, as required by Section 17.32.060 of the St. 

Charles Zoning Ordinance; and, 

 

 WHEREAS, at said Public Hearing, the Petitioner presented testimony in support of said 

nomination and all interested parties had an opportunity to be heard; and, 

 

 WHEREAS, the Historic Preservation Commission made the required findings and 

recommended approval of the nomination on April 4, 2024; and, 

 

 WHEREAS, the Planning and Development Committee of the City Council recommended 

approval of the nomination on April 8, 2024; and, 

 

 WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of St. Charles received the recommendations of 

the Plan Commission and the Planning and Development Committee, and has considered the 

same; and, 

 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of St. Charles hereby makes the following 

findings: 

 

1. That the property has character, interest or value which is part of the development, 

heritage or cultural character of the community, county or nation.   

The house is one of the earliest residences to be built in St. Charles, in 1854. The house was 

home to George Ferson, a prominent citizen and son of one of the founding families of St. 

Charles. George and his five brothers were among the first settlers in the Fox River Valley. The 

home remained in the Ferson family from 1857 to 1963.  

 

2. That the property is identified with a person who significantly contributed to the 
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development of the community, county, or nation.  

George Ferson was a son of one of the founding families of St. Charles. Brothers Dean and Read 

Ferson arrived from Vermont in 1834, marking the beginning of settlement of St. Charles. In 

1839, George Ferson, then age 15, arrived in St. Charles to join his family. George Ferson was 

active in public service, having served two terms as Supervisor of St. Charles, a village trustee 

several times, held several township offices, and served on the Kane County Board of 

Supervisors. George was married to Elmira Butler, sister to Oliver M. and Julius W. Butler, two 

very prominent businessmen in St. Charles. 

 

3. That the Structure embodies distinguishing characteristics of an architectural style 

valuable for the study of a period, type, method of construction or use of indigenous 

materials.  

-AND- 

The Structure embodies elements of design, detailing, materials, or craftsmanship that are 

of architectural significance. 

 

The house is a fine example of Midwestern Greek Revival style, distinguished by a gable roof of 

a low pitch, symmetrical façade, wide band of trim under the eaves, front door surround with 

transom and side lights, porch with Doric style columns, attic windows in the frieze on the side, 

pediment over window and doors, cresting on door and window crowns, and very simple interior 

design. Hand-hewn floor joists are visible in the basement. 

 

4. The property has a unique location or physical characteristics that make it a familiar 

visual feature. 

The property is prominently situated on the corner of North Second Avenue and Chestnut 

Avenue, at the crest of a hill overlooking downtown and the Fox River valley in the Central 

Historic District. The house was built at the same time as the neighboring brick Greek Revival 

style house to the north, the Andrew Weisel House, which is designated as a local landmark and 

is on the National Register of Historic Places. 

 

5. That the property is suitable for preservation or restoration. 

Past owner and architect Glenn Craft and current owners Claire and Dean Bemis have 

authentically restored the house. 

 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 

OF ST. CHARLES, KANE AND DUPAGE COUNTIES, ILLINOIS, as follows: 

 

1. The preambles and findings set forth hereinabove are incorporated herein as 

substantive provisions of this Ordinance as if fully set out in this Section One. 

2. That the real estate legally described in Exhibit "A", commonly known as 304 N. 2nd 

Avenue, is hereby designated as a Landmark pursuant to the St. Charles Municipal Code, Title 

17 “Zoning”, Chapter 17.32 “Historic Preservation”. 
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3. That this ordinance shall become effective from and after its passage and approval in 

accordance with law. 

 4.  That after the adoption and approval hereof the Ordinance shall (i) be printed or 

published in book or pamphlet form, published by the authority of the Council, or (ii) within 

thirty (30) days after the adoption and approval hereof, be published in a newspaper published in 

and with a general circulation within the City of St. Charles. 

 

 

 PRESENTED to the City Council of the City of St. Charles, Illinois, this 15th day of 

April 2024. 

 

 PASSED by the City Council of the City of St. Charles, Illinois, this 15th day of April 

2024. 

 

 APPROVED by the Mayor of the City of St. Charles, Illinois, this 15th day of April 

2024. 

 

 

 

       ______________________________ 

Lora A. Vitek, Mayor 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

____________________________ 

Nancy Garrison, City Clerk 

 

COUNCIL VOTE: 

Ayes: 

Nays: 

Absent: 

Abstain 
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EXHIBIT “A” 

 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION  

 

 

LOT 5 (EXCEPT THE NORTHERLY 13 FEET) AND LOT 6 (EXCEPT THE 

NORTHERLY 13 FEET AND EXCEPT THE EASTERLY 28 FEET) IN BLOCK 33 OF 

THE ORIGINAL TOWN OF ST. CHARLES, KANE COUNTY, ILLINOIS. 

 

COMMONLY KNOWN AS 304 N. 2ND AVENUE, ST. CHARLES, ILLINOIS. 

PIN # 09-27-336-007 



EXHIBIT “B” 

 

LANDMARK NOMINATION 

 

(34 Pages)  

 



















Original Narrative 
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ST. CHARLES HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

ARCHITECTURAL SURVEY
CENTRAL HISTORIC DISTRICT

ST. CHARLES, ILLINOIS

Primary Structure 

ADDRESS    304 N 2nd Ave 

1994 Photo
Roll: 15, 4 
Negative: 9, 22

    Photo: Aug. 2003 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE
�� Significant 
�� Contributing 
�� Non-Contributing 
�� Potential for Individual National Register Designation 

BUILDING CONDITION
�� Excellent 
�� Good 
�� Fair
�� Poor

ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION 

Architectural Style/Type: Greek Revival Exterior Walls (Current): Clapboard
    

Architectural Features:  Exterior Walls (Original): Clapboard 
    

Date of Construction: 1850-1870 Foundation:  
Source:  Roof Type/Material:  

    
Overall Plan Configuration:  Window Material/Type:  

    
ARCHITECTURAL FEATURES: Two-story gable front with one story side wing and porch. Classical details at entry. Front 
door has side and transom lights. George Ferson was original owner. 

ALTERATIONS:  None 
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ST. CHARLES HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

ARCHITECTURAL SURVEY
CENTRAL HISTORIC DISTRICT

ST. CHARLES, ILLINOIS

Continuation Sheet 

HISTORIC INFORMATION:

ARCHITECT: 
Source

BUILDER: 
Source

ASSOCIATED EVENTS, PEOPLE & DATES: George Ferson, original owner 
Source

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING 
SURVEYS:

FEDERAL:
STATE:

COUNTY: 
LOCAL: Yes






















