
 HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION  

AGENDA ITEM EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Agenda Item 

Title/Address: 

Eligibility of Property for Landmark Designation: 

838 N 5th Ave. 

Significance: N/A  

Petitioner: Joyce Cregier  

 Project Type: Landmark  

             

PUBLIC HEARING 

10/18/23 
X 

MEETING 

10/18/23 
X 

Agenda Item Category: 

 Preliminary Review   Grant  

 Certificate of Appropriateness (COA)  Other Commission Business 

X Landmark/District Designation  Commission Business 

Attached Documents: Additional Requested Documents:  

Application   

Project Description: 

 

A landmark nomination has been submitted for the structure located at 838 N. 5th Ave.   

 

Conduct a Public Hearing to determine eligibility of the property.  

Staff Comments:  

 

 

Recommendation / Suggested Action: 

Conduct the public hearing and close if all testimony has been taken. 

 

The landmark recommendation is listed on the meeting agenda for consideration after the public 

hearing is closed. 

 















838 N. 5th Avenue – Descrip�on 
 

“Saxony Terrace”, built near the end of 1913 for Charles and Lillie 
Schmidt, is a fine example of the Prairie Style Architecture (A Field 
Guide to American Houses – pages 438++) influenced by Frank Lloyd 
Wright and others. The current owners believe that August and Oscar 
Wilson (Chicago Tribune May 18, 2008) built this home. The Wilson 
Brothers worked with Wright and built as many as 100 structures 
throughout the valley during the first half of 1900 under their own 
Wilson name.  

The home remains original both exterior and interior with any interior 
improvements keeping within the prairie style architecture. An 
interes�ng item is that the current ceramic �les covering the roof which 
was added in 1926 s�ll covers the original shake material when the 
home was constructed in 1913. Exterior brick, stucco, wood 
windows/doors/storms remain today. Carol and Gertrude Norris 
(parents of Lester) purchased the home from the Schmidt’s in 1924 
however they did not live in this structure. However, Lester and Dellora 
did reside in this structure.  

Today, Joyce Cregier (remember the Early Modern – auto driven growth 
of the city west of Third Street and south of Prairie Street in the 1920’s-
30’s was the Cregier Addi�on is the current owner for 47 years. She has 
been an excellent caretaker for this site.  

The criteria used is as follows: 

#1 Property has character, interest, or value which is part of the development 
of the community. In the early por�on of the 20th century, Route 25 or 5th Avenue 
was a spur for the Chicago Aurora and Elgin Railroad. This was an electric rail line 
which was known as a first-class opera�on providing high speed service to 
Chicago. This rail line ran down this very prominent, brick paved street in the City 



of St. Charles. When this home was built electricity was put on entry columns at a 
�me when electricity was in its very early stages and common homes s�ll had not 
installed this feature. Today 5th Avenue is s�ll a main entry point into the city 
where this home sits proudly. By 1924 the motor car would have been entering 
the property to the amazement and curiosity of the public. 

#3 Property is iden�fied with a person who significantly contributed to the 
development of the community. 

#4 Structure embodies dis�nguishing characteris�cs of an architectural style 
valuable for the study of a period, type, or use of indigenous materials. The 
iden�fying features are low pitched, hipped roof; wide overhanging eaves; two 
story with one story porch or wing; eaves; cornices; horizontal lines; and square 
porch supports. 

#5 Property is iden�fied with the work of a master builder, designer whose 
work has influenced the development of the area, the county, the state, and the 
na�on. While no proof has surfaced yet, the owners believe the Wilson Brothers 
built this home.  

#6 Structure embodies elements of design, detailing, materials, or 
cra�manship that are of architectural significance. Massive square piers to 
support the porch roof; horizontal decora�ve emphasis; small pane window 
glazing; broad flat chimney; contras�ng wall and trim materials that emphasize 
the upper story; and decora�ve door surrounds. 

#8 Property has a unique loca�on of physical characteris�cs that make it a 
familiar visual feature. The landscape provides the proper mass, size, and space 
required for this structure, which should be considered as part of the overall 
landmark designa�on. 

#10 Property is suitable for preserva�on. 








































