
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION  
AGENDA ITEM EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Agenda Item 
Title/Address: Variance Recommendation: 303 N 3rd Ave 

Significance: Contributing  

Petitioner: Matthew & Bernadette Sweeney  
 Project Type: Residential  
             

PUBLIC HEARING 
 

 MEETING 
4/19/23 X 

Agenda Item Category: 

 Preliminary Review   Grant  

 Certificate of Appropriateness (COA)  Other Commission Business 

 Landmark/District Designation X Commission Business 

Attached Documents: Additional Requested Documents:  
Variance Application, Plat of Survey, Building 
Designs, Architectural survey   

Project Description: 
Matthew & Bernadette Sweeney, the applicants, are requesting to add a garage and addition to the property.  
 
 Construction of the proposed additions will require a variation to two requirements: 
 

1. Reduce the rear yard setback from 30ft. to 7.3ft  
2. Allow 34.44% of building coverage (9.44% over the maximum allowed 25%) for an additional 

472sf  
 
The formal Zoning Variation application has been forwarded for the Commission to make a recommendation to 
the Zoning Board of Appeals. 
 
Per the Zoning Ordinance, the Commission’s recommendation is to address the potential impact of the variation 
on the historic resources of the City, particularly with regard to designated landmarks and historic districts 
directly affected. Drainage and safety comments are outside of the scope of review for the Historic Commission.  
 
Preliminary floor plans and elevations have been provided. The Historic Commission has already worked with 
the applicant on the design.  
Staff Comments:  
Note: Applicants intend to present two options for the connection to the garage. One is a breezeway with doors 
and the other is more of an enclosed structure.  
 
The Commission’s recommendation should provide specific examples of how the project does or does not affect 
the surrounding structures in terms of architectural design.  
Recommendation / Suggested Action: 

 
 Provide comments and a recommendation to the Zoning Board of Appeals regarding the variation. 
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