MINUTES
CITY OF ST. CHARLES, IL
TREE COMMISSION
WEDNESDAY, MAY 11, 2011
Members Present: Chair. Jim Nau, Vice-Chair. Suzi Myers, Bill Bangs, Ralph Grathoff, Pam
Otto, Chris Scott, Ron Ziegler
Members Absent: Valerie Blaine, Phil Zavitz
Others Present: Ben Deutsch, Pat Konishi, Peter Suhr
1. Opening of Meeting
The meeting was convened by Chair. Jim Nau at 6:35 p.m.
2.

Roll Call

3.
Introductions of Visitors and Comments and Concerns
Resident Gerry Schroeder of 604 Jackson Avenue attended the meeting to address concerns and
suggestions he had regarding tree care and replacement activities. He provided the following
document Subject: Tree Care & Replacement outlining his ideas.
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He proposes an inter-governmental effort to support a large tree program, to combat the loss of
trees for a variety of reasons. Points and comments:
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

•
•

•
•

Plan for repair of trees does not exist. New growth trees have problems that are not being
addressed.
Each group or agency (i.e. Public Works, Park District, Library, Police Dept., Fire Dept.,
etc.) have their own individual plans. Would like to see a program that is from grass
roots up, rather than from government groups down.
Would like to see the Tree Commission take an independent initiative to bring the trees in
the city to 2040’s. Stated that Kane County had such a program.
Indicated City of Elgin had received a $20 million grant to establish a program and used
an outside contractor to provide GPS mapping of trees.
Indicated that other residents were willing to lend assistance. Key is to develop an
ownership relationship with volunteer residents who could then be trained in proper care
of trees. Feels if volunteers were requested, the response would be significant.
One idea he borrowed from another municipality is to have trained volunteers go
door-to-door instructing residents in the proper care of newly planted trees. Ben Deutsch
indicated the City does provide care instructions for residents when new parkway trees
are planted.
Mr. Schroeder indicated once a program is established, he has ideas regarding funding.
He understands that the current economic conditions present challenges. He would like to
see a program that would not add cost to the City, but it would require direction and
coordination possibly from the Tree Commission.
Feels the Library and the Park District are very supportive of an inter-governmental
program.
Feels that money spent from City budgets would be better provided for through grants.
Peter Suhr responded that Public Services is continually researching grant availability
and applying when appropriate. This year the City applied for three grants for treatment
of trees infested with Emerald Ash Borer (EAB).
Mr. Schroeder is concerned about the loss of trees owing to development (such as at the
Library) and also as trees age in established areas.
Another related area of interest is Langum Park. He would like to see signage or
explanations of who Mayor Langum was, recognition at the three entrances that it was
site of Camp Kane during the Civil War, improvements to parking area to make it more
presentable, etc. Suggestion made to enlist Civil War groups in these activities, including
funding.

Tree Commission
May 11, 2011
Page 10
Following Mr. Schroeder’s presentation Peter Suhr stated that the letter provided additional
impetus to care for trees. Peter Suhr feels that the City has a robust tree program.
•
•
•
•
•

City plants 300 trees a year in two (2) planting sessions, spring and fall.
Five (5) Public Services staff members our dedicated to the tree program.
The City maintains all City owned trees; this accounts for 20% of St. Charles trees that
are primarily on parkways.
Peter Suhr restated Mr. Schroeder’s comments saying he hears Mr. Schroeder would like
to expand current programs out from the City to include other governmental entities as
well as private property owners and residents.
Feels a number of issues could be covered under the Urban Forestry Plan.

Chair. Nau summarized the presentation saying he hears s request for a plan enlisting
homeowners and residents to assume a more active role in the care of trees. The Tree
Commission could provide a means of obtaining and disseminating information and education.
•
•
•
•
•

Indicated the Tree Commission is currently in the development stages of creating an
Urban Forestry Plan, one topic to be covered is legacy trees.
Tree Commission recently conducted a cleanup program in Langum in coordination with
a school program through the Park District. There is interest with both parties on
conducting a similar program in the fall.
Chair. Nau stated the Commissioners would review the document presented probably
prior to the July meeting.
Members of the Tree Commission have been meeting with Peter Suhr and Ben Deutsch
in developing an Urban Forestry Plan. Issues and concerns raised in the presentation will
be addressed where appropriate as the development of the Urban Forestry Plan continues.
Jim Nau indicated the objective is to present the plan to the City Council as a total
document, as opposed to approaching each subject individually.

Omnibus Vote
4.

Recommend approval of October 2010 Minutes

Motion by Suzi Myers, second by Chris Scott to accept the October 2010 Minutes (Joint Meeting
with Batavia) as presented.
Voice vote: unanimous; Nays – None; Absent: Valerie Blaine, Phil Zavitz - Motion carried.
4a.

Recommend approval of March 2011 Minutes

Motion by Ron Ziegler, second by Chris Scott to accept the March 2011 Minutes as presented.
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Voice vote: unanimous; Nays – None; Absent: Valerie Blaine, Phil Zavitz - Motion carried.
4b.

Recommend approval of April 2011 Minutes

Motioned by Suzi Myers, second by Chris Scott to approve the April Minutes as amended.
Amend Section 6D New Commissioner, first sentence as follows: Delete the name “Peter
Grathoff” and replace with the name “Ralph Grathoff”.
Voice vote: unanimous; Nays – None; Absent: Valerie Blaine, Phil Zavitz - Motion carried.
5.

Old Business

A.

Langum Park Follow-Up; Cleanup Project

Suzi Myers presented. The work day on April 21 to cleanup Langum Woods was successful.
This project was done by students from Haines Middle School through a Park District Program.
The students were divided into teams of 10 with two (2) adults per team. The work areas were
sectioned off and teams assigned to each. Ben Deutsch added that the Park District and the
naturalists did an excellent job in directing the students, explaining the objectives and what was
to be done. The Park District provided all the safety supplies and tools for the teams and
performed an Earth Day skit. Suzi Myers thanked the students for their efforts and felt that the
students were pleased with the work as they were able to see the results.
Afterwards, Public Services sprayed the stumps of the invasive plants and will clear these stumps
at a later date.
The sixth grade teacher expressed an interest in involving that grade level in a similar project at
Langum Woods in the fall. If that were accomplished, Langum Woods would be cleaned up
twice a year, in the spring and then in the fall. Ben Deutsch indicated this would be a great
starting point to build from with the objective of reclaiming Langum Woods.
Based on the progress made during this project, Jim Nau questioned how long it would take to
reclaim Langum Woods. Ben Deutsch responded saying this one day project was a great start,
barely a quarter of the area was cleared and to reclaim the woods would take several years. A
few issues to be considered during the process would be handling of trees that present a safety
hazard, poison ivy, treatment for invasive species, etc.
B.

Discussion on City Forestry Plan/Ordinance

Jim Nau presented. Public Works has gathered numerous plans from other entities that will
serve as a guide for developing the City Forestry Plan. There is nothing new to present at this
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time because the March and April meetings were dedicated to Arbor Day activities. Once a
general plan is prepared, a presentation will be made to the Government Services Committee
(GSC) with an outline providing ideas, suggested course of action and a schedule. This will not
be the actual Forestry Plan; this presentation is to keep GSC informed as to what the
Commission is working on. When the City Forestry Plan document is developed it will be
presented to the City Council.
6.

New Business

A.

Update on the Emerald Ash Borer (EAB)

Ben Deutsch presented. At the present time, 61 additional ash trees are scheduled for removal.
The majority of the removals will be in the northeast quadrant of the City; the City tries to group
this activity as it is more cost effective for removals and re-planting.
The damage to trees in the City is extensive, with 80 more trees being confirmed as EAB
infected. As the trees are budding out, our crews are identifying additional infected trees.
Skyline Tree Service, a new contractor for tree trimming and removal, also notifies Public
Services of infected trees they identify. Of the City’s 5,400 ash trees, approximately 4,000
remain.
A purple dot painted on a parkway tree indicates it is infected with EAB, a pink dot indicates the
tree is scheduled to be removed. If a resident requests an infected parkway tree be removed
when it is confirmed (purple dot), the City will remove it. If a resident notifies the City that a
parkway tree scheduled for removal is being treated, we will work with the resident to determine
the effects of treatment before removal.
If an ash tree on private property is confirmed as infected with EAB and it poses a safety hazard,
the resident will be notified that the tree must be removed and provided a time frame. This
process is similar to private trees with Dutch elm disease. If requested the City will provide the
resident with contact information for three services; this information is not a referral. The City
also recommends that several services be contacted for quotes. The first of these letters for trees
infected with EAB will be sent in the next week or two.
B. Spring Planting Update
At this time, all residential parkway trees removed are being replaced. In the spring 240 trees
will be planted; in the fall approximately 300 trees will be planted.
C.
None

News and Concerns from Public Works
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D.

New Commissioners

Chair. Jim Nau officially welcomed two newly appointed commissioners Ralph Grathoff and
Bill Bangs, Jr. to the Tree Commission. Both were appointed on 5/2/11 by the Mayor.
7.

Committee Reports

A.
Education Committee
No report.
B.
Publicity Committee
No report.
C.

Arbor Day Committee

Presented by Jim Nau. Take this opportunity to review the Arbor Day activities and look for
possible improvements or changes.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

The day went very well with approximately 75 people including children in attendance.
May want to consider getting a list of speakers created rather than relying on Morton
Arboretum every year.
Suzi Myers preferred the table with donated plants from Midwest Groundcovers
positioned outside of the tent. She felt it was more accessible.
The aerial tree rescue presentation involving the Boy Scouts was very well received.
The involvement of the Boy Scouts with the veterans for presentation and retiring of the
flags was also well received.
It was agreed that Suzi Myers memorial presentation for Peter Grathoff was an excellent
remembrance. Ralph Grathoff expressed his and the family thanks for the tribute. The
memorial tree will be planted on the Freedom Walk and a plaque installed.
A display case on the second floor of the Municipal Building was created after Arbor
Day with the coloring contest drawings, the photo event entry, and a variety of
information and plaques on trees and Arbor Day.
Thank-you letters will be sent to all who made donations (perennial plants, sundae gift
certificates, trees, musician, speaker, etc.) or assisted in some way. The pictures
submitted for the coloring contest will be signed by the Mayor and returned to the child
with a gift certificate for a sundae from Colonial Ice Cream.
Because of the changes with Weekly Wire and the Den, being combined and made
electronic, discussion was held regarding publicity for Arbor Day in general and specific
events. A deadline date will be obtained and the timing of submissions determined. This
will be done in an effort to make the best use of resources available.
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8.

Communications

Electric Division/Tree Activity Reports
Motion by Suzi Myers, second by Chris Scott to accept the January/February 2011
Communications-Electric Division/Tree Activity Report as presented.
Voice vote: unanimous; Nays – None; Absent: Valerie Blaine, Phil Zavitz - Motion carried.
Motion by Suzi Myers, second by Pam Otto to accept the March/April 2011 CommunicationsElectric Division/Tree Activity Report as presented.
Voice vote: unanimous; Nays – None; Absent: Valerie Blaine, Phil Zavitz - Motion carried.
9.

Comments

A.

Commissioners

Suzi Myers welcomed Ralph Grathoff and Bill Bangs to the Commission, and discovered that
Bill knew both Peter and Ralph Grathoff for a long time. Bill has always had an interest in trees
and following a recent move into the City limits applied to be commissioner.
Ralph Grathoff thanked the Commission for its welcome and reiterated his interest and
willingness to participate and help.
Bill Bangs indicated that another reason for his interest in trees was that the founder of Arbor
Day, J. Sterling Morton, was his great-great-grandfather.
Guest Jerry Schroeder thanked the Commission for allowing him to make his presentation and
asked if anyone identified errors in the content to advise him. He also complimented the Arbor
Day celebration.
B.
Staff
None
10.

Adjournment

Motion by Chris Scott, second by Pam Otto to adjourn meeting at 7:35 p.m.
Voice vote: unanimous; Nays – None; Absent: Valerie Blaine, Phil Zavitz - Motion carried.
/pjk

