
 

AGENDA ITEM EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Title: Consideration of a Downtown Overlay Office Certification Appeal for 

ALE Solutions- 1 Illinois St. 

Presenter: Russell Colby 

Please check appropriate box: 

 Government Operations        Government Services 

X Planning & Development – (4/14/14)    City Council 

 Public Hearing   
 

Estimated Cost:  N/A Budgeted:      YES  NO  

If NO, please explain how item will be funded: 
 

Executive Summary: 

 

Background: 

In November 2013, the City Council approved an amendment to the Zoning Ordinance to modify the Downtown 

Overlay District requirements to allow for certain types of office uses to occupy the ground floor of buildings, 

subject to receiving an Office Certification for each specific business. The certification process requires the 

business to provide information to demonstrate it will meet certain criteria and therefore meet the purpose of the 

Downtown Overlay District, which is to allow for businesses that generate pedestrian activity and businesses that 

are compatible with a pedestrian oriented shopping area. 

 

ALE Solutions is located in the Fox Island Square Building, 1 Illinois St., and their offices occupy the entire 

second and third floors of the building. ALE began occupying Unit #120 on the ground floor of the building 

earlier this year. Staff became aware of the business occupying the ground floor space in early February and sent 

a letter to the property owner, Shodeen, and ALE Solutions CEO Robert Zimmers informing them that an Office 

Certification was required for the business to occupy the ground floor unit. 

 

Office Certification: 

ALE Solutions submitted a request for Office Certification on Feb. 28, 2014. Correspondence between ALE 

Solutions and City Staff is attached. Staff concluded on March 21, 2014 that the information submitted was not 

sufficient to demonstrate that the business would meet criteria “b”, that the function of the business conducted in 

Unit #120 is to primarily provide services to customers that are physically present. 

 

Appeal: 

The Zoning Ordinance provides for an appeal process for an Office Certification request that has been denied by 

staff. ALE Solutions has requested an appeal of the staff decision. 

 

The ordinance states that the City Council shall only consider the criteria listed in the ordinance and may uphold 

or reverse the decision of the Director of Community & Economic Development.  The criteria is attached. 

 

Attachments: (please list) 

Office Certification Ordinance text, Correspondence between the City and ALE Solutions. 

Recommendation / Suggested Action (briefly explain): 

Consider the Downtown Overlay Office Certification Appeal for ALE Solutions- 1 Illinois St. 
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