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Executive Summary: 

Background 

In August of 2013, Governor Quinn signed into law the “Compassionate Use of Medical Cannabis Pilot Program 

Act” hereafter referred to as the “State Act”.  The majority of the law pertains to the sales, distribution, and 

eligible users of medical cannabis.  However there are specific provisions that relate to the location of Medical 

Cannabis Cultivation Centers and Medical Cannabis Dispensing Organizations.   

 

Proposal 

Staff is proposing to establish the following regulations and criteria for the location of Medical Cannabis 

Cultivation Centers and Medical Cannabis Dispensing Organizations: 

 Establish these facilities as permitted uses in the M-2 Limited Manufacturing District. 

 Create location standards that replicate those established in the State Act.   

 Create parking standards for these uses. 

 Establish use definitions for these facilities that replicate those established in the State Act.   

 

Plan Commission Comments and Recommendation 

The Plan Commission opened a public hearing on the proposed amendments on 2/4/2014.  During that hearing, 

the Commission commented that Dispensing Organizations should be considered in the retail or office Zoning 

Districts as these facilities are similar to retail/office uses.  The Plan Commission asked staff and legal counsel to 

examine the business and office Zoning Districts in town and determine if a Dispensing Organization could be 

located in these districts.  Staff presented the revised information to the Plan Commission on 3/18/2014.   

 

Based on the revised information, the Plan Commission recommended approval of the General Amendment with 

the condition that Medical Cannabis Dispensing Organizations are listed as a permitted use in the BR-Regional 

Business Zoning District in addition to the M-2 District.   The vote was 7-aye to 1-nay. 

 

Staff Recommendation 

Staff recommends approval of the General Amendment Application as originally proposed during the 2/4/2014 

public hearing. (Dispensing Organizations only permitted in the M-2 District) 

Attachments: (please list) 

Map of State of Illinois Police Districts; Map 1: Properties Within 2,500  Feet Buffer Map; Map 2: Properties 

Within 1,000 Feet Buffer Map; Legal Opinion for John McGuirk; dated 1/2/2014; Legal Opinion for John 

McGuirk; dated 2/11/2014 

Recommendation / Suggested Action (briefly explain): 

Recommend approval of the proposed application for a General Amendment to Title 17. 

For office use only: Agenda Item Number: 5h  

 



 
 
 
 
 
STAFF REPORT 
  
TO:  Chairman Daniel P. Stellato  
  And Members of the Planning and Development Committee 
  
FROM: Matthew O’Rourke, AICP, Planner   
 
RE:  General Amendments to Title 17 (Zoning Ordinance) Requirements for Medical Cannabis 

Cultivation Centers and Medical Cannabis Dispensing Organizations.   
 
DATE:  April 4, 2014 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
I. GENERAL INFORMATION 
 

Project Name: General Amendments to Title 17 (Zoning Ordinance) - Requirements for 
Medical Cannabis Cultivation Centers and Medical Cannabis Dispensing 
Organizations 

 
Applicant:  City of St. Charles, Planning Division 

 
Purpose: Create regulations for Medical Cannabis Cultivation Centers and 

Medical Cannabis Dispensing Organizations in accordance with State 
Law “Compassionate Use of Medical Cannabis Pilot Program Act” 

 
II. BACKGROUND 

 
In August of 2013, Gove rnor Quinn signed into la w the “Compassionate Use of Medical 
Cannabis Pilot Program Act” hereafter referred to as the “St ate Act”.  The majority of the law 
pertains to the sales, distri bution, and eligible  users of m edical cannabis.  However there are  
specific provisions that relate to the location of Medical Can nabis Cultivation Centers and  
Medical Cannabis Dispensing Organizations.   

 
A. RELEVANT PROVISIONS OF THE “COMPASSIONATE USE OF MEDICAL 

CANNABIS PILOT PROGRAM ACT” 
 
The Act contains certain provisions related to the number of medical cannabis facilities in the 
State and location criteria regarding these facilities.  The following is a list of all pertinent 
requirements that are related to zoning regulations: 

 
 “A unit of local government may enact reasonable zoning ordinances or resolutions, not 

in conflict with this Act or with Department of Agriculture or Department of Public 
Health rules, regulating registered medical cannabis cultivation centers or medical 
cannabis dispensing organizations. No unit of local government, including a home rule 
unit, or school district may regulate registered medical cannabis organizations other than 
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as provided in this Act and may not unreasonably prohibit the cultivation, dispensing, and 
use of medical cannabis authorized by this Act. This Section is a denial and limitation 
under subsection (i) of Section 6 of Article VII of the Illinois Constitution on the 
concurrent exercise by home rule units of powers and functions exercised by the State.” 

 The State of Illinois Department of Agriculture may not issue more than 22 cultivation 
center licenses.  Only 1 Medical Cannabis Cultivation Center will be permitted in each 
State of Illinois Police District.  There are 22 State Police Districts.  The following 
location standards are established in the State Act: 
o “A registered cultivation center may not be located within 2,500 feet of the property 

line of a pre-existing public or private preschool or elementary or secondary school 
or day care center, day care home, group day care home, part day child care facility, 
or an area zoned for residential use.” 

 The State of Illinois Department of Agriculture may not issue more than 60 Dispensing 
Organization Licenses.  The following location standards are established in the State Act: 
o “A dispensing organization may not be located within 1,000 feet of the property line 

of a pre-existing public or private preschool or elementary or secondary school or day 
care center, day care home, group day care home, or part day child care facility. A 
registered dispensing organization may not be located in a house, apartment, 
condominium, or an area zoned for residential use.” 

 
B. PROPOSAL 

Staff is proposing to establish the following regulations and criteria for the location of 
Medical Cannabis Cultivation Centers and Medical Cannabis Dispensing Organizations: 
 Establish these facilities as permitted uses in the M-2 Limited Manufacturing District. 
 Create location standards that replicate those established in the State Act.   
 Create parking standards for these uses. 
 Establish use definitions for these facilities that replicate those established in the State 

Act.   
 

III. PROPOSED AMENDMENTS 
A. STAFF ANALYSIS  

 
1. Use Standards and Location Criteria 

 
Staff used the distance criteria established in the State Act for cultivation centers and 
dispensing organizations to generate maps illustrating which properties these uses could 
not be located on based on their proximity to residential zoning, daycares, schools, etc.  
These maps are attached to this memo as Attachments 1 and 2.  There are residential 
areas outside of the City’s limits that are not shown on these maps.  However, these 
properties will impact the location of any cannabis related uses.   
 
Based on this analysis there is limited number of properties that are outside the distance 
requirements stated in the State Act. 
 Cultivations Centers – These facilities could only be located on a small number of 

properties in the industrial area on the east side of town.  All of these properties are 
zoned M-2 Limited Manufacturing. 

 Dispensing Facilities – There are an increased number of eligible properties for 
dispensing facilities per the standards of the State Act.  These properties are typically 
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in the commercial and manufacturing areas.  However, a number of these commercial 
properties are located within close proximity to residentially zoned parcels.  The 
downtown CBD-1 and CBD-2 Zoning Districts are considered residential for 
purposes of this amendment.   

 
B. AMENDMENTS TO TABLE 17.16-1 OFFICE/RESEARCH, MANUFACTURING AND 

PUBLIC LANDS PERMITTED AND SPECIAL USES  
 
Based on the eligible location analysis, Staff is proposing that Table 17.16-1 
Office/Research, Manufacturing and Public Lands Permitted and Special Uses of the 
Zoning Ordinance be amended to permit Medical Cannabis Cultivation Centers and Medical 
Cannabis Dispensing Organization in the M-2 Limited Manufacturing District.   
 
Cultivation Centers- Based on the 2,500 foot buffer map these uses can only be permitted in a 
small section of the M-2 Zoning District.   
 
Dispensing Organizations- Staff is proposing that Dispensing Organizations be permitted 
uses only in the M-2 Zoning District.  Staff is proposing that all medical cannabis related 
activities be situated in one district.  Staff wants to ensure that these uses are located in a 
specific area.  This will aid City staff in terms of reviewing the location of these uses, should 
a license be issued by the State. 
 

C. AMENDMENTS TO CHAPTER 17.20 USE STANDARDS 
 
Staff is proposing to amend section 17.20.030 Standards for Specific Uses of the Zoning 
Ordinance.  The use standards established will replicate those established in the State Act.  
This amendment will create the following use standard categories: 
 
1. Medical Cannabis Cultivation Center 

 
Medical Cannabis Cultivation Centers are subject to the following standards: 
A registered cultivation center may not be located within 2,500 feet of the property 
line of a pre-existing public or private preschool or elementary or secondary school 
or day care center, day care home, group day care home, part day child care facility, 
or an area zoned for residential use. 

 
2. Medical Cannabis Dispensing Organization 

 
Medical Cannabis Dispensing Organizations are subject to the following standards: 
A dispensing organization may not be located within 1,000 feet of the property line of 
a pre-existing public or private preschool or elementary or secondary school or day 
care center, day care home, group day care home, or part day child care facility. A 
registered dispensing organization may not be located in a house, apartment, 
condominium, or an area zoned for residential use. 

 
D. AMENDMENTS TO CHAPTER 17.24 OFF-STREET PARKING, LOADING  & ACCESS 

 
Staff is proposing to amend Table 17.24-3 Required Off-Street Parking to create new 
parking categories for Medical Cannabis Cultivation Centers and Medical Cannabis 
Dispensing Organizations.   
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A. Medical Cannabis Cultivation Centers 
 

Staff is proposing that Medical Cannabis Cultivation Center be added to the Industrial 
and Office Uses listed in Table 17.24-3.  The proposed parking requirement is 1 space 
per every 1,000 Square Feet of gross floor area.  This is the same parking requirement for 
manufacturing and warehouse uses. 

 
TABLE 17.24-3 

REQUIRED OFF-STREET PARKING 

USE PARKING REQUIREMENT 

INDUSTRIAL AND OFFICE USES 

Medical Cannabis Cultivation Centers 1 per 1,000 of GFA 

 
B. Medical Cannabis Dispensing Organizations 
 

Staff is proposing that Medical Cannabis Dispensing Organization be added to the Retail 
and Service Uses section of Table 17.24-3.  The proposed parking requirement is 4 
spaces per every 1,000 square feet of gross floor area.  This requirement is the same for 
all uses classified as Retail Sales establishments.   

 
TABLE 17.24-3 

REQUIRED OFF-STREET PARKING 

USE PARKING REQUIREMENT 

RETAIL AND SERVICE USES 

Medical Cannabis Dispensing Organizations 4 per 1,000 of GFA 

 
E. AMENDMENTS TO CHAPTER 17.30 “DEFINITIONS” 

 
Staff is proposing to amend Section 17.30.020 “Use Definitions” to create the following new 
use definitions for Medical Cannabis Cultivation Centers and Medical Cannabis Dispensing 
Organizations: 
 
1. Medical Cannabis Cultivation Center - A facility operated by an organization or 

business that is registered by the State of Illinois Department of Agriculture to perform 
necessary activities to provide only registered medical cannabis dispensing organizations 
with usable medical cannabis. 
 

2. Medical Cannabis Dispensing Organization - A facility operated by an organization or 
business that is registered by the State of Illinois Department of Financial and 
Professional Regulation to acquire medical cannabis from a registered cultivation center 
for the purpose of dispensing cannabis, paraphernalia, or related supplies and educational 
materials to registered qualifying patients. 
 

The proposed definitions are the same as listed in the State Act.   
 

F. LEGAL OPINION 
 
Staff has asked the City’s Legal Counsel John McGuirk, of the Law Firm of Hoscheit, 
McGuirk, McCracken & Cuscaden, P.C., to review these proposed amendments in 
conjunction with the State Act.  Based on his review of the State Act, McGuirk has 
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determined that the proposed amendments are appropriate.  A copy of McGuirk’s legal 
opinion is attached to this memo as Attachment 3.   

 
VIII. PLAN COMMISSION COMMENTS 

  
A.  2/4/2014 PUBLIC HEARING 
 

The Plan Commission held a public hearing on the proposed amendments on 2/4/2014.  
During that hearing, the Commission commented that Dispensing Organizations should be 
considered in retail or office Zoning Districts since these facilities are similar to retail/office 
uses.  The Plan Commission asked staff and legal counsel to examine the business and office 
Zoning Districts in town and determine if a Dispensing Organization could be located in 
these districts.  In particular, the Commission asked staff and counsel to determine if any 
residential use is permitted in a Zoning District by right, would that mean a Dispensing 
Organization could not be located in that District.   
 
The City’s legal counsel John McGuirk has provided a follow-up opinion (Attachment 5).  
McGuirk’s opinion states “the statute provides that a dispensing organization may not be 
located in ‘an area zoned for residential use’ (410 ILCS 130/130(d)). My interpretation of that 
language is that it prohibits a dispensing organization from being located in any zoning 
district that allows for residential use.”   
 
The following table illustrates what potential residential uses are permitted in a designated 
Zoning District.   

 
Zoning District Residential Uses Permitted 

BL- Local Business  Dwelling, Upper Level 
 Dwelling, Single-Family 

BC-Community Business  Assisted Living Facility (Special Use) 

BR-Regional Business  No Residential Uses Permitted 

CBD-1 Central Business 

 Artist Live/Work Space 
 Assisted Living Facility (Special Use) 
 Dwelling, Upper Level 
 Dwelling, Multi-Family 

CBD-2 Central Business 

 Artist Live/Work Space 
 Assisted Living Facility 
 Dwelling, Upper Level 
 Dwelling, Auxiliary 
 Dwelling, Multi-Family 
 Dwelling, Townhouse 
 Dwelling, Two-Family 
 Dwelling, Single-Family 
 Group Home, Large 
 Group Home, Small 
 Independent Living Facility 

OR- Office/Research  Assisted Living 

M-1 Special Manufacturing  Artist Live/Work Space 
M-2 Limited Manufacturing  No Residential Uses Permitted 
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The two Zoning Districts that do not permit any residential uses are the BR-Regional 
Business District and the M-2 Limited Manufacturing District.  It should also be noted that 
many of the properties in the BR District are also in Planned Unit Developments.  In many 
instances these PUDs have specific use lists approved as part of the PUD.  Therefore, a 
Dispensing Organization would have to propose to amend the PUD to permit the use in that 
PUD.   

 
B. 3/18/2013 PUBLIC HEARING 

 
The Plan Commission considered the amendment at the continued public hearing on 
3/18/2014.  Staff presented the revised information as stated in the previous section.   

 
IX. PLAN COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION 

 
Based on the revised information, the Plan Commission recommended approval of the General 
Amendment with the condition that Medical Cannabis Dispensing Organizations are listed as a 
permitted use in the BR-Regional Business Zoning District.   The vote was 7-aye to 1-nay.  The 
vote was 7-aye and 1-nay.    
 

X. RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends approval of the General Amendment Application as originally proposed during 
the 2/4/2014 public hearing and has provided the attached draft Findings of Fact to support that 
recommendation. 
 

XI. ATTACHMENTS 
  

1. Map of State of Illinois Police Districts 
2. Map 1: Properties Within 2,500  Feet Buffer Map 
3. Map 2: Properties Within 1,000 Feet Buffer Map 
4. Legal Opinion for John McGuirk; dated 1/2/2014 
5. Legal Opinion for John McGuirk; dated 2/11/2014 
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FINDINGS OF FACT 
GENERAL AMENDMENT 

 
(Amendments to the Requirements for Medical Cannabis Cultivation Centers and Medical Cannabis 

Dispensing Organizations) 
 

1. The consistency of the proposed amendment with the City’s Comprehensive Plan.  
 
Medical Cannabis Cultivation Centers and Medical Cannabis Dispensing Organizations are 
not directly addressed in the Comprehensive Plan.  These uses are proposed in the M-2 
Limited Manufacturing Zoning District, which is designated as “Industrial/Business Park” 
on the Future Land Use Map. 
 

2. The consistency of the proposed amendment with the intent and general regulations of this 
Title. 
 
The proposed amendments fit within the structure of the Zoning Ordinance and do not change the 
intent of the existing ordinance requirements.  The changes to Table 17.16-1 Office/Research, 
Manufacturing and Public Lands Permitted and Special Uses, Section 17.20.030 Specific 
Use Standards, Table 17.24-3 Required Off-Street Parking, and 17.30.020 “Use Definitions” 
create regulations for the new uses of Medical Cannabis Cultivation Centers and Medical 
Cannabis Dispensing Organizations.  These amendments are consistent with the framework 
created in Title 17 the Zoning Ordinance for all permitted uses.   
  

3. Whether the proposed amendment corrects an error or omission, adds clarification to 
existing requirements, is more workable than the existing text, or reflects a change in policy. 
 
The proposed amendments will establish new permitted uses in relation to a change in State 
of Illinois policy.  The proposed amendments create new permitted uses and standards for 
use categories that were recently created by the Compassionate Use of Medical Cannabis 
Pilot Program Act.   

 
4. The extent to which the proposed amendment would be in the public interest and would not 

serve solely the interest of the applicant. 
 

The amendment has been proposed by the City of St. Charles in response to a State law.  
Providing reasonable zoning regulation consistent with the law is in the public interest.   
 

5. The extent to which the proposed amendment creates nonconformities. 
 
The proposed amendments will not create any new nonconformities.  The proposed amendments 
are for two new use categories that did not previously exist in the Zoning Ordinance and were 
only recently permitted in the State of Illinois.  There are no existing Medical Cannabis 
Cultivation Centers or Medical Cannabis Dispensing Organizations in the City; therefore, no 
nonconformities can be created.   

 
 6. The implications of the proposed amendment on all similarly zoned property in the City. 

 
These amendments will apply to all properties in the M-2 Limited Manufacturing Zoning District, 
subject to the proposed use standards.   



Staff Report –General Amendments 
4/4/2014 
Page 8 

 

Map of Police Districts – State of Illinois 
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GD\FDUH�FHQWHU��GD\FDUH�KRPH��JURXS�GD\FDUH�KRPH��RU�SDUW�GD\�FKLOGFDUH�IDFLOLW\���$�UHJLVWHUHG�
GLVSHQVLQJ� RUJDQL]DWLRQ� PD\� QRW� EH� ORFDWHG� LQ� D� KRXVH�� DSDUWPHQW�� FRQGRPLQLXP� RU� LQ� DUHDV�
]RQHG�IRU�UHVLGHQWLDO�XVH���$JDLQ��WKDW�GHILQLWLRQ�HOLPLQDWHV�D�EURDG�VFRSH�RI�JHRJUDSKLFDO�DUHD�RI�
WKH�FLW\�DQG�WKDW�KDV�EHHQ�ODLG�RXW�LQ�GHWDLO�E\�WKH�VWDII�LQ�WKH�YDULRXV�PDSV���

7KH� 'HSDUWPHQW� RI� $JULFXOWXUH�� WKH� 'HSDUWPHQW� RI� 3XEOLF� +HDOWK� DQG� WKH� 'HSDUWPHQW� RI�
)LQDQFLDO�DQG�3URIHVVLRQDO�5HJXODWLRQ�DUH�FKDUJHG�ZLWK�HVWDEOLVKLQJ�FHUWDLQ�UXOHV�DQG�UHJXODWLRQV�
ZLWKLQ�����GD\V� IURP� WKH�HIIHFWLYH�GDWH�RI� WKH�$FW�� �6RPH�RI� WKH� LQIRUPDWLRQ� WKDW� ,�KDYH�VHHQ�
IURP� WKH� ,OOLQRLV�0XQLFLSDO� /HDJXH�$WWRUQH\V� )RUXP� LQGLFDWHV� WKDW�PDQ\� RWKHU�PXQLFLSDOLWLHV�
KDYH�WDNHQ�WKH�SRVLWLRQ�WKDW�WKH\�ZRXOG�QRW�EH�DGGUHVVLQJ�DQ\�LVVXH�UHODWLQJ�WR�WKH�$FW�XQWLO�WKRVH�
UXOHV�DUH�DGRSWHG�E\�WKRVH�VWDWH�DJHQFLHV��0RVW�OLNHO\�WKH�ILQDO�UXOHV�DQG�UHJXODWLRQV�ZLOO�QRW�EH�
FRPSOHWHG�XQWLO�$SULO������

7KH�$FW�GRHV�SURYLGH�WKDW�PXQLFLSDOLWLHV�PD\�HQDFW�UHDVRQDEOH�]RQLQJ�RUGLQDQFHV�RU�UHVROXWLRQV�
QRW� LQ�FRQIOLFW�ZLWK� WKH�$FW�� � ,W� VSHFLILFDOO\�VWDWHV� WKDW� ORFDO�JRYHUQPHQWV�� LQFOXGLQJ�KRPH�UXOH�
XQLWV��PD\� QRW� UHJXODWH� WKH�PHGLFDO� FDQQDELV� RUJDQL]DWLRQV� RWKHU� WKDQ� DV� SURYLGHG� LQ� WKH�$FW�
DQG� PD\� QRW� XQUHDVRQDEO\� SURKLELW� WKH� FXOWLYDWLRQ�� GLVSHQVLQJ� DQG� XVH� RI� PHGLFDO� FDQQDELV�
DXWKRUL]HG� E\� WKH�$FW�� � ,W� LV� VSHFLILFDOO\� QRWHG� LQ� WKH�$FW� WKDW� LW� LV� D� GHQLDO� DQG� OLPLWDWLRQ� RQ�
FRQFXUUHQW�H[HUFLVH�RI�KRPH�UXOH�XQLWV�RI�SRZHU�DQG�IXQFWLRQV�H[HUFLVHG�E\�WKH�VWDWH���

%DVHG�RQ�P\�UHYLHZ�RI�WKH�UHFRPPHQGDWLRQ�RI�WKH�VWDII�WKDW�FHUWDLQ�DPHQGPHQWV�EH�PDGH�WR�WKH�
]RQLQJ� FRGH� VSHFLILFDOO\� DOORZLQJ� IRU� FXOWLYDWLRQ� FHQWHUV� DV� SHUPLWWHG�XVHV� LQ� WKH�0���GLVWULFW��
,�ZRXOG�DJUHH�WKDW�WKDW�W\SH�RI�DPHQGPHQW�PDNHV�VHQVH�JLYHQ�WKDW�LW�VHHPV�WR�EH�WKH�RQO\�DUHD�
WKDW� IDOOV� RXWVLGH� WKH� ������ DQG� ������ IRRW� OLPLWDWLRQV� IRU� GLVSHQVDULHV� DQG� FXOWLYDWLRQ� FHQWHUV�� �
$� �TXHVWLRQ�ZDV�DOVR�UDLVHG�DERXW�UHTXLULQJ� WKH�XVH�RI�VSHFLILF� W\SHV�RI�VHFXULW\�V\VWHPV�DQG�,�
DVVXPH� WKDW� WKDW� TXHVWLRQ� LV� DGGUHVVHG� SULPDULO\� WR� GLVSHQVDULHV�� � 6LQFH� VXFK� VHFXULW\� V\VWHPV�
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ZRXOG� QRW� EH� XQUHDVRQDEOH� RU� DW� OHDVW� GR� QRW� DSSHDU� WR� EH� XQUHDVRQDEOH�� LQ� P\� YLHZ� VXFK� D�
UHTXLUHPHQW� LV�SHUPLWWHG�� �$OVR�� WKHUH�ZDV�D�TXHVWLRQ�DV� WR�ZKHWKHU�RU�QRW�ZH�FRXOG� LPSRVH�D�
KRPH� UXOH� VDOHV� WD[� RQ�PHGLFDO� FDQQDELV�� � 7KDW� LV� OHVV� FOHDU�� � 7KHUH� LV� D� SURYLVLRQ� LQ� WKH�$FW�
WKDW�UHTXLUHV�FXOWLYDWLRQ�FHQWHUV�WR�SD\�D����VDOHV�WD[���7KDW�SURYLVLRQ�VSHFLILFDOO\�SURYLGHV�WKDW�
WKH�WD[�LV�QRW�WKH�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�RI�WKH�GLVSHQVLQJ�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�RU�D�TXDOLI\LQJ�SDWLHQW���7KH�$FW�
IXUWKHU� VWDWHV� WKDW� WKH� VDOHV� WD[� VKDOO� EH� LQ� DGGLWLRQ� WR�RWKHU� WD[HV� LPSRVHG�E\� WKH� VWDWH�RU� DQ\�
PXQLFLSDO�FRUSRUDWLRQ���7KHUHIRUH��LW�VHHPV�FOHDU�WKDW�D�FXOWLYDWLRQ�FHQWHU�FRXOG�EH�WD[HG�EXW�OHVV�
FOHDU�DV�WR�ZKHWKHU�D�GLVSHQVDU\�FRXOG�EH�VXEMHFW�WR�D�KRPH�UXOH�VDOHV�WD[�� �7KDW�LVVXH�UHTXLUHV�
PRUH�LQ�GHSWK�UHVHDUFK�

,Q�FRQFOXVLRQ��PDNLQJ�YDULRXV�FKDQJHV�LQ�WKH�]RQLQJ�RUGLQDQFH�WR�SHUPLW�FXOWLYDWLRQ�FHQWHUV�DQG�
GLVSHQVDULHV�LQ�FHUWDLQ�DUHDV�LV�SUXGHQW���,�KDYH�UHDG�QHZV�H[FHUSWV�IRU�RWKHU�PXQLFLSDOLWLHV�ZKR�
KDYH�GHDOW�ZLWK�WKLV�LVVXH�LQFOXGLQJ�1DSHUYLOOH���,Q�RQH�RI�WKH�VXPPDULHV�WKDW�,�UHDG��LW�LQGLFDWHG�
WKDW�1DSHUYLOOH� DGRSWHG� DQ� RUGLQDQFH� DOORZLQJ� IRU� GULYH�WKUX� SLFN� XS� RI�PHGLFDO�PDULMXDQD� DW�
GLVSHQVDULHV��,W�DOVR�IXUWKHU�OLPLWHG�WKH�ORFDWLRQ�RI�GLVSHQVLQJ�IDFLOLWLHV�E\�SURYLGLQJ�WKDW�WKH\�FDQ�
RSHQ�LQ�LQGXVWULDO�DUHDV�ZLWKRXW�D�KHDULQJ��ZKLFK�,�DVVXPH�PHDQV�WKH\�KDYH�GHILQHG�GLVSHQVDULHV�
DV� D� SHUPLWWHG� XVH� ZLWKLQ� LQGXVWULDO� DUHDV�� EXW� ZRXOG� UHTXLUH� D� KHDULQJ� LQ� RWKHU� UHWDLO� DUHDV�
RXWVLGH�WKH�GRZQWRZQ���,�WKLQN�WKH�SRLQW�RI�ZKDW�,�ZDV�UHDGLQJ�ZDV�WKDW�WKH\�ZHUH�WU\LQJ�WR�PDNH�
WKH�RSHQLQJ�RI�WKH�GLVSHQVDU\�RXWVLGH�RI�WKH�LQGXVWULDO�DUHDV�PRUH�GLIILFXOW�ZKLFK�FDQ�EH�GRQH�LQ�
D�QXPEHU�RI�ZD\V�LQFOXGLQJ�LQFUHDVLQJ�WKH�DUHD�RI�UHVWULFWLRQ�DURXQG�VFKRROV�RU�UHVLGHQWLDO�DUHDV���
+RZHYHU��LW�DSSHDUV�IURP�P\�UHYLHZ�RXU�VWDII¶V�UHVHDUFK�WKDW�WKH�OLPLWDWLRQV�WKDW�DUH�SURYLGHG�E\�
WKH�$FW�DUH�VXIILFLHQW�JLYHQ�WKH�ORFDWLRQ�RI�RXU�VFKRROV�DQG�UHVLGHQWLDO�DUHDV�DQG�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�QR�
QHHG�WR�SURYLGH�DQ\WKLQJ�PRUH�VWULQJHQW�WKDQ�ZKDW�WKH�VWDWH�VWDWXWH�SURYLGHV���

,�ZRXOG� EH� KDSS\� WR� GLVFXVV� DQ\� TXHVWLRQ� RU� FRQFHUQV� WKDW� \RX�PD\� KDYH�ZLWK� UHVSHFW� WR� WKH�
$FW�� $� GHWDLOHG� 5HIHUHQFH� 6KHHW� SUHSDUHG� E\� WKH�0DULMXDQD� 3ROLF\� 3URMHFW� VHWWLQJ� RXW� DOO� WKH�
SURYLVLRQV�RI�WKH�$FW�LV�DWWDFKHG�IRU�\RXU�UHIHUHQFH�
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