
 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION  
AGENDA ITEM EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Agenda Item 
Title/Address: 

Historic Sign designation: 2520 W. Main St.  
(St. Charles Bowl) 

Proposal: Historic Sign designation 

Petitioner: Dorothy Heck / William Manson, St. Charles Bowl 

 Please check appropriate box (x) 
            PUBLIC HEARING 

 
 

MEETING 
7/16/14 

X 

AGENDA ITEM CATEGORY: 

 Certificate of Appropriateness (COA)  Façade Improvement Plan 

 Preliminary Review  Landmark/District Designation 

 Discussion Item X Commission Business 

ATTACHMENTS: 

Zoning Ordinance Section 17.28.070 “Historic Signs” 

Letter requesting Historic Sign Designation 

Plat of Survey showing proposed addition 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 

 
The 2006 Zoning Ordinance requires all existing building-mounted and freestanding signs to be 
brought into conformance with current sign standards by October 16, 2014, or 15 years after the sign 
was constructed, whichever is later. Existing signs that don’t comply with the ordinance standards for 
sign face area, height or setback are being required to be brought into compliance by this deadline. 
 
The ordinance provides for signs that meet certain criteria to be designated as “historic signs.” The 
“historic sign” designation simply allows a non-conforming sign that has been found to meet the 
applicable criteria to remain in place past the deadline. (The designation does not prevent the sign from 
being removed in the future). 
 
Existing signs for the Arcada Theatre and Zimmerman Ford were designated as “historic signs” when 
the Zoning Ordinance was adopted in 2006.  
 
The St. Charles Bowl, 2520 W. Main St., has requested a historic sign designation for their freestanding 
sign and has submitted documentation to substantiate that it meets the applicable criteria. The 
ordinance calls for the Historic Commission to provide a recommendation to the City Council on 
whether the standards to designate a historic sign have been met. 
 

RECOMMENDATION / SUGGESTED ACTION: 

Provide comments and a recommendation to the City Council regarding the request for Historic Sign 
designation. 

 



Excerpt from the Zoning Ordinance: 

17.28.070 Historic Signs 

A small number of existing signs in the City may be closely identified with a cultural or commercial entity 

or building that forms a part of the character or history of the community. Such signs, however, may 

have been erected under a previous code and may not conform to all of the provisions of this Chapter. 

The intent of this Section is to permit such signs to be maintained. Therefore, a sign erected prior to 

January 1, 1966 that does not conform to one or more provisions of this Chapter may continue to be 

maintained and shall not be subject to the amortization provisions of this Title, if the City Council 

determines, upon the recommendation of the Historic Preservation Commission, that all of the following 

standards have been met: 

A. The sign was lawfully erected prior to January 1, 1966, and has been continuously maintained in 

the same location since that date. 

B. The sign: 

a. Is attached to a significant historic building or landmark, and has come to be identified 

with that building or landmark, whether or not it is original to it; or 

b. Is located on a site that has been continuously operated for the same business use since 

January 1, 1966 or earlier. 

C. The sign is of a unique shape or type of design representative of its era, and that is not 

commonly found in contemporary signs. 

D. The sign identifies a building or business that is associated with a family, business or 

organization that was noteworthy in the history of the St. Charles community. 

E. The sign does not violate Section 17.28.080, Prohibited Signs. 

 



 














