
 

AGENDA ITEM EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Title: Recommendation to approve historic landmark designation for Camp Kane 
and the Jones Law Office 
  

Presenter: Russell Colby 

Please check appropriate box: 

 Government Operations        Government Services 

X Planning & Development – (4/13/15)    City Council 

 Public Hearing   
 
Estimated Cost:  N/A Budgeted:     YES  NO  
If NO, please explain how item will be funded: 
 

Executive Summary: 
 

On 11/17/14, the City Council voted to direct staff to file a historic landmark nomination for Camp Kane and the 
Jones Law Office. The property proposed for landmark designation is a portion of Langum Park, which is City 
owned and located at the northeast corner of IL Rt. 25/Riverside Ave. and Devereaux Way, adjacent to the City’s 
Public Works Facility. 
 
The nomination would designate two landmarks: 

 Camp Kane site, a Civil War training ground, covering a portion of Langum Park. 
 The Stevens S. Jones Law Office building, which was relocated to the proposed Camp Kane site in 2014. 

 
The proposed boundaries of the landmark designation area are shown on the attached aerial photo. The 
boundaries roughly include the southern half of the Riverside Ave. frontage of Langum Park, extending to the 
existing fence line west of the Public Works Facility. 
 
Within the boundaries of a Historic District or Landmark site, a Historic Preservation Certificate of 
Appropriateness (COA) is required prior to the issuance of any building permit for exterior alterations to a 
building or site.  Should the landmark nomination be approved, a COA will be required prior to any site 
improvements at the property or for any modifications to the Jones Law Office building.  
 
In accordance with the Zoning Ordinance, the Historic Preservation Commission held a public hearing on the 
landmark nomination on 4/1/15. The Commission recommended approval of the landmark nomination in a 4-0 
vote, with two members abstaining due to their affiliation with the Camp Kane Heritage Foundation. 
 
When the nomination was discussed by the Committee in November 2014, there were comments that the 
Committee may wish to designate a smaller portion of the site than is currently proposed. At the Committee’s 
recommendation, staff can modify the legal description to reduce the area of the proposed landmark site. 
 

Attachments: (please list) 

Historic Commission recommendation, Landmark Nomination with map/aerial photo 

Recommendation / Suggested Action (briefly explain): 

 

Recommendation to approve historic landmark designation for Camp Kane and the Jones Law Office. 
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St. Charles Zoning Ordinance – Criteria for Landmark Designation 

17.32.060.C 

 

The Commission shall evaluate the property’s eligibility for landmark designation based on its 

historic and/or architectural significance, the integrity of its design, workmanship, materials, 

location, setting and feeling, and the extent to which it meets one (1) or more of the following 

criteria: 

1. Has character, interest or value which is part of the development, heritage or cultural 

character of the community, county, state or nation. 

2. Is the site of a significant local, county, state or national event. 

3. Is identified with a person who significantly contributed to the development of the 

community, county, state or nation. 

4. Embodies distinguishing characteristics of an architectural style valuable for the study of 

a period, type, method of construction or use of indigenous materials. 

5. Is identified with the work of a master builder, designer, architect or landscape architect 

whose work has influenced the development of the area, the county, the state or the 

nation.  

6. Embodies elements of design, detailing, materials, or craftsmanship that are of 

architectural significance.  

7. Embodies design elements that make it structurally or architecturally innovative.  

8. Has a unique location or physical characteristics that make it a familiar visual feature of 

the community.  

9. Is a particularly fine or unique example of a utilitarian structure with a high level of 

integrity or architectural significance.  

10. Is suitable for preservation or restoration.  

11. Is included in the Illinois or National Register of Historic Places.  

12. Has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important to prehistory, history or other 

areas of archaeological significance. 
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Photo showing Jones Law Office building at original location-NE corner of E. Main St. & N. 5th Ave.
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