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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 

 

A landmark nomination has been submitted for the structure located at 502 S. 4
th

 Ave.  

 

The Commission discussed the property with the applicant at the 3/18/15 meeting.  

 

RECOMMENDATION / SUGGESTED ACTION: 

Review the landmark nomination and provide a recommendation to set a public hearing date. 

 

 



St. Charles Zoning Ordinance – Criteria for Landmark Designation 

17.32.060.C 

 

The Commission shall evaluate the property’s eligibility for landmark designation based on its 

historic and/or architectural significance, the integrity of its design, workmanship, materials, 

location, setting and feeling, and the extent to which it meets one (1) or more of the following 

criteria: 

1. Has character, interest or value which is part of the development, heritage or cultural 

character of the community, county, state or nation. 

2. Is the site of a significant local, county, state or national event. 

3. Is identified with a person who significantly contributed to the development of the 

community, county, state or nation. 

4. Embodies distinguishing characteristics of an architectural style valuable for the study of 

a period, type, method of construction or use of indigenous materials. 

5. Is identified with the work of a master builder, designer, architect or landscape architect 

whose work has influenced the development of the area, the county, the state or the 

nation.  

6. Embodies elements of design, detailing, materials, or craftsmanship that are of 

architectural significance.  

7. Embodies design elements that make it structurally or architecturally innovative.  

8. Has a unique location or physical characteristics that make it a familiar visual feature of 

the community.  

9. Is a particularly fine or unique example of a utilitarian structure with a high level of 

integrity or architectural significance.  

10. Is suitable for preservation or restoration.  

11. Is included in the Illinois or National Register of Historic Places.  

12. Has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important to prehistory, history or other 

areas of archaeological significance. 
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Mr. Corbin said his father had a guitar store in this same location 30 years ago. 

 

Chairman Smunt noted the storefront brick has Art Deco design, so some type of Art Deco light 

fixture could be used instead of a typical gooseneck light fixture. 

 

Mr. Norris asked about the sign band material and if it is wood. Mr. Corbin said the existing 

wood panel would be covered with an aluminum panel per the sign proposal. 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Bobowiec and seconded by Ms. Malay with a unanimous voice 

vote to approve the COA.  

 

6. Discussion Item: 502 S. 4
th

 Ave. 

Joseph Stuart, owner of 502 S. 4
th

 Ave., was present. Mr. Stuart said he appeared before the 

Commission before and received positive direction about landmarking his house, but he wanted 

to wait to complete some changes to the building. 

 

Mr. Stuart said there is some ambiguity related to the age of the house. He said he has evidence 

that suggests it may be older than 1852. He provided research from previous owners and Adam 

Gibbons. He circulated photos of several houses from the 1840s that had similar design elements.  

He said he wants to be as close as he can to the correct date. 

 

Ms. Malay said it looked like early 1840s, she would guess about 1842.  Mr. Stuart noted 

similarities to the original Beith House on Prairie St. (1843) and the Beith House on Indiana St. 

(1845).  

 

Mr. Gibson said a structure appears at this location in older maps. He recalled the early owners, 

the Long family, were bricklayers that built St. Patrick’s Church. Mr. Stuart said he had more 

genealogical history on the family. 

 

Chairman Smunt said this architectural and construction style existed for several decades, so 

using only this information for dating the building is probably not adequate. He said there is a 

tendency to want to date something earlier than the hard evidence indicates, which in this case is 

1852.  He said the house could be dated “circa 1852”. Mr. Stuart said the house could also be 

dated “circa 1840s” as well.  

 

Mr. Gibson said there are earlier maps showing the house in the property, he thought from 1847. 

Chairman Smunt said that is the type of evidence needed. Mr. Gibson said otherwise there isn’t 

any mention of the structure prior to 1852. 

ejohnson
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Mr. Stuart asked the Commission to confirm that landmarking would prevent the house from 

being demolished in the future. Chairman Smunt said there is a review process required, but the 

landmarking is the same as if a structure is in a historic district. A review process is required for 

any changes to the structure and changes are evaluated based on ordinance criteria. He said 

landmark buildings are considered significant.  

 

Mr. Colby asked Mr. Stuart if he wanted input on the application form itself. Mr. Stuart asked 

about the architectural style of Greek Revival vs. National style. Chairman Smunt said Greek 

Revival is more of an architectural style, while National is more of a building form with no 

ornamentation. He said fascia returns are seen on many styles from the 19
th

 century, so that in 

and of itself does not define the house as Greek Revival. He said National style might be more 

appropriate. 

 

Mr. Gibson asked if the house was stuccoed over. Chairman Smunt said he isn’t sure when it was 

stuccoed; it could have been original to the structure or much later. Mr. Stuart questioned why 

there would be stone lintels if the house was originally stuccoed. Mr. Gibson asked if the now 

removed stucco might have contained more Greek Revival details or ornamentation. Mr. Stuart 

said there doesn’t appear to be space for decorative elements around the door. Chairman Smunt 

said in the future, if evidence is found, the Commission can amend the application. 

 

Mr. Stuart mentioned Dennis Long was a Civil War veteran. Chairman Smunt suggested 

including this in the application as a part of the City’s Civil War history. Mr. Stuart said Mr. 

Long was not in the 8
th

 Illinois Cavalry. 

 

Mr. Stuart said he would hold off with his landmark nomination until the pre-1852 map can be 

found to confirm an earlier date of construction. 

 

7. Additional Business 

 

a. Mobile Tour App Project 

Chairman Smunt said he went to a meeting with the Heritage Center and they are interested in 

collaborating with other organizations on mobile tours. He said the Heritage Center is looking at 

using a website, historypin.org, which is public photo/information database website. 

Mr. Gibson showed the Commission his site, historicstc.com, which includes all of the 

information from the Library historic buildings site. He said a public site like historypin.org 

couldn’t be controlled and the information could be changed. He said his site could do audio or 

video or host other information. He said this is a site he personally made with public data to see 

what it would look like. He said the site takes some technical skill with Word Press and he could 




