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Title: Historic Preservation Recommendation to approve historic landmark 

designation for 502 S. 4
th

 Ave., Long House 

  

Presenter: Russell Colby 

Please check appropriate box: 

 Government Operations        Government Services 

X Planning & Development – (8/10/15)    City Council 

 Public Hearing   

 

Estimated Cost:  N/A Budgeted:      YES  NO  

If NO, please explain how item will be funded: 
 

Executive Summary: 

 

Joseph Stuart has nominated his property at 502 S. 4
th
 Ave. for Landmark status.  

 

In accordance with the Zoning Ordinance, the Historic Preservation Commission held a public hearing on the 

nomination on 7/15/15. The Commission recommended approval of the landmark nomination with a vote of 5-0, 

based on the criteria listed in the attached resolution.  

 

The house was constructed circa 1852 and is an example of the National style. Dennis and Margaret Long were 

the first recorded purchasers of the property. Dennis Long worked as a mason in St. Charles. 

 

If the Landmark designation is approved by City Council, a Certificate of Appropriateness from the Historic 

Preservation Commission will be required prior to issuance of a permit for construction, alteration, repair, 

demolition, relocation, or other material change that affects the exterior architectural appearance of the structure.  

 
 

Attachments: (please list) 

Historic Commission Resolution, Landmark Nomination  

Recommendation / Suggested Action (briefly explain): 

 

Recommendation to approve historic landmark designation for 502 S. 4
th
 Ave., Long House  
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 City of St. Charles, Illinois 

 

Historic Preservation Commission Resolution No. 9-2015 

 

A Resolution Recommending Approval for Landmark Designation 

(502 S. 4
th

 Avenue – Long House) 
 

 

 WHEREAS, it is the responsibility of the St. Charles Historic Preservation Commission to 

review applications for Landmark Designation and to make recommendations to the City Council 

regarding them; and 

 WHEREAS, the Historic Preservation Commission has reviewed the application for 

designation of 502 S. 4
th
 Avenue as a landmark; and  

            WHEREAS, the Historic Preservation Commission has made the following findings:  

1. That the property has character, interest or value which is part of the development, 

heritage or cultural character of the community, county or nation.   

 

 Dennis Long and his wife Margaret were the first recorded purchasers of this property, in 

1852. Dennis Long was a mason who worked on the Illinois and Michigan Canal and 

moved to St. Charles after its completion, where he continued to work on masonry 

structures including the first St. Patrick’s Church. Dennis Long lived in the house until 

his death around 1860. His son, John, was also a mason and was deeded the house in 

1855. John, who enlisted in the Indiana Infantry during the Civil War, lived in the house 

with his wife and four daughters until his death in 1918. The house was passed on to 

John’s daughter, Agnes, and then to Agnes’ son, John. The house stayed in the Long 

family until the late 1940s.  

   

2.  That the Structure embodies distinguishing characteristics of an architectural style 

valuable for the study of a period, type, method of construction or use of indigenous 

materials. 

 -AND-                 

The Structure embodies elements of design, detailing, materials, or craftsmanship 

that are of architectural significance. 

 -AND- 

 The Structure is a particularly fine or unique example of a utilitarian structure with 

a high level of historical or architectural significance.  

 

 The structure is an example of the National style. Constructed of limestone, the original 

structure has a simple rectangular, gable-front form. The gables are low pitched, with 
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gable end cornice returns. The structure consists of two stories and an English basement. 

The south wing was added prior to 1892, and possibly as early as 1875. The wing is also 

constructed of limestone, with a unique decorative red brick surround, two courses wide.  

 

3.  That the property is suitable for preservation or restoration.  

 

 Current owner Joseph Stuart is committed to authentically preserving the structure.  

 

 

  WHEREAS, the Historic Preservation Commission finds approval of said Landmark 

 

 Designation application to be in the best interest of the City of St. Charles based on the historical  

 

and architectural significance as described in these findings; 

 

 NOW THEREFORE, be it resolved by the St. Charles Historic Preservation Commission to 

recommend to the City Council that the property known as 502 S. 4
th
 Avenue, as legally described 

in Exhibit “A”, be designated as a Landmark, and that it be referred to as the “Long House”, with a 

construction date of circa 1852.  

Roll Call Vote:  

Ayes: Malay, Bobowiec, Pretz, Smunt, Norris  

Nays: None 

Absent: Gibson, Withey  

Abstain: None 

Motion Carried. 

 

 PASSED, this 15th day of July, 2015. 

 

 

 ___________________________ 

 Chairman                    
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Exhibit “A” 

Legal Description  

 

The northerly 50 feet of the west half of Block 8 of the Minard, Ferson and Hunt’s Second 

Addition to St. Charles, in the City of St. Charles, Kane County, Illinois.  




















