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Executive Summary: 
 

Thomas and Patricia Pretz have nominated their property at 215 N. 3rd Ave. for Landmark status. The property is 
located in the Central Historic District. 
 
In accordance with the Zoning Ordinance, the Historic Preservation Commission held a public hearing on the 
nomination on 11/18/15. The Commission recommended approval of the landmark nomination with a vote of 7-
0, based on the criteria listed in the attached resolution.  
 
The house was constructed in 1898 and is an example of the Queen Anne style. The house was built for Lee and 
Laura (Locke) Marchialette on property purchased from Laura’s father, Amos E. Locke, a painter and 
paperhanger in St. Charles. Amos E. Locke’s father, Amos N., was an early settler of the area and member of the 
Kane County Anti-Slavery Society, who operated a woolen mill in St. Charles for 30 years.  
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Historic Commission Resolution, Landmark Nomination  
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Recommendation to approve historic landmark designation for 215 N. 3rd Ave., Locke-Marchialette House  
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 City of St. Charles, Illinois 

 

Historic Preservation Commission Resolution No. 12-2015 

 

A Resolution Recommending Approval for Landmark Designation 

(215 N. 3
rd

 Avenue – Locke-Marchialette House) 
 

 

 WHEREAS, per Section 17.32.060 of the St. Charles Zoning Ordinance, it is the 

responsibility of the St. Charles Historic Preservation Commission to evaluate applications for 

Landmark Designation and to make recommendations to the City Council regarding them; and 

 WHEREAS, the Historic Preservation Commission has reviewed the application for 

designation of 215 N. 3
rd

 Avenue and hereby finds that the Landmark nomination meets one or 

more of the criteria for Landmark Designation listed in Section 17.32.060.C of the St. Charles 

Zoning Ordinance based on the historical and architectural significance as described in the 

following findings: 

1. That the property has character, interest or value which is part of the development, 

heritage or cultural character of the community, county or nation.  

-AND- 

2. That the Property is identified with a person who significantly contributed to the 

development of the community, county, state or nation. 

 

The structure is located in the Original Town of St. Charles. In 1886, the property was 

purchased by Amos E. Locke, a successful St. Charles painter and paperhanger. Amos E. 

Locke was the son of Amos N. and Roxana Locke from Vermont, who first settled in 

Campton Hills in 1836. Amos N. owned a woolen mill on the east side of the Fox River 

in St. Charles for over 30 years. In 1842, he constructed a one room house on the site of 

the Moss-Norris Funeral Home. The rough-hewn beams from that structure are still 

evident in the basement of the funeral home. Amos N. was a member of Kane County 

Anti-Slavery Society. 

 

In 1893, Amos E. Locke sold the property to Lee Marchialette, who was married to 

Locke’s daughter, Laura. The home was constructed for Lee and Laura Marchialette on 

the property in 1898. Lee was a foreman at the St. Charles Milk Condensing plant on the 

east side of the Fox River.  
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3. That the Structure embodies distinguishing characteristics of an architectural style 

valuable for the study of a period, type, method of construction or use of indigenous 

materials. 

-AND- 

4. That the Structure embodies element so of design, detailing, materials or 

craftsmanship that are of architectural significance. 

The structure is an example of the Queen Anne style, built in 1898. Decorative shingles 

are incorporated on the home’s four gables. Decorative corbels are present on the south 

side of the house at the top corners of the bay window. In addition to the one-over-one 

double-hung windows, there is also a bay window and three stained glass windows.  

 

Original features of the house include double-hung windows, gable shingles, front door 

with transom window, stained glass windows, interior trim, molding, pocket doors, and 

floors, fireplace with glazed tile surround, and staircase. The original wood clapboard 

remains in place, although it is currently covered with aluminum siding. Synthetic siding 

is a noncontributing component of the structure. 

 

5. That the property is suitable for preservation or restoration.  

 

The current owners have converted the structure from a two-unit property back to a 

single-family home. They have preserved and restored many of the original features of 

the home. The original wood clapboard siding is present underneath the aluminum siding. 

The clapboard appears to be in good shape and is suitable for restoration. Synthetic siding 

is a noncontributing component of the structure and should be removed for proper 

restoration and preservation. 

 

 NOW THEREFORE, be it resolved by the St. Charles Historic Preservation Commission to 

recommend to the City Council that the property known as 215 N. 3
rd

 Avenue as legally described 

in Exhibit “A”, be designated as a Landmark, and that it be referred to as the “Locke-Marchialette”, 

with a construction date of 1898.  

Roll Call Vote:  

Ayes: Bobowiec, Malay, Gibson, Withey, Norris 

Nays: None 

Absent: None 

Abstain: Pretz 

Motion Carried. 

 

 PASSED, this 18
th
 day of November, 2015. 
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 ___________________________ 

 Chairman   
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Exhibit “A” 

Legal Description  

 

THE NORTHERLY 85 FEET OF LOT 1 AND THE NORTHERLY 85 FEET OF LOT 2 

(EXCEPT THE WESTERLY 10 FEET) OF BLOCK 27 OF THE ORIGINAL TOWN OF ST. 

CHARLES, KANE COUNTY, ILLINOIS.  

 






























































