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A Change for The Den Newsletter
With a new year, comes new opportunities. For us, that means simplifying the way we deliver our news to 
you.

We have an active subscriber base whom we email our monthly online news to each month. And we have 
listened to your suggestions on how to improve it. Over the last several months of 2021, we streamlined 
our online news format to make it easier for you to scroll through topics and get to the news you want more 
quickly. We also added more graphics to make it more visually engaging.

We have received positive feedback from our readers for our efforts. We appreciate those of you who reached 
out to let us know you noticed our improvements.

We will continue to tweak and improve our online news, as trends and reader expectations are always 
changing.

With the focus on creating a better online news experience, one that is timely, engaging, and relays important 
information, we will no longer create the printed/pdf version of the newsletter. This February 2022 issue is 
our last pdf/printed newsletter.

It takes a large amount of staff time and resources to create both the online version and the printed/pdf 
version. Furthermore, online news sign ups continue to go up, while the demand for the pdf newsletter is ever 
shrinking. 

The elimination of the printed/pdf version of our news does not change our commitment to delivering the 
latest news from the City. We continue to share our news over multiple platforms: our website, social media, 
emailed news, and traditional newspapers.

For anyone who may need help accessing our monthly news online, please contact us at 630.377.4400 and we 
can point you to resources that can help you. 

Thank you to all our readers.

Heritage. Community. Service. Opportunity. 

Meetings

Contact Us
Click to view a complete list 

of City Contacts

To see a complete list of upcoming public meetings, including City Council, Committee, and
Commission meetings, visit our website at www.stcharlesil.gov/meetings. Agendas are 

generally posted the Friday prior to the meeting. Minutes are posted after they are approved.

Ask Us Have a question you would like to ask? Send it to info@stcharlesil.gov,
and it could be answered in an upcoming issue.

www.stcharlesil.gov
https://www.stcharlesil.gov/meetings


St. Charles Restaurant Week is February 21-25, 2022
Restaurant Week is February 21 - 25 and will feature more 
than 50 restaurants! Get 15% off of your bill of $20 or more 
(excluding tax, alcohol and gratuity). In addition, if you 
dine at one of the participating restaurants, you can send 
a picture of your receipt to rgarland@stcalliance.org to be 
entered into a raffle to win $50.00 gift card to St. Charles 
restaurants.

Not only does Restaurant Week provide the community 
with great discounts, but it also comes with a big purpose 
too. January and February are some of the slowest months 
for businesses, and the pandemic has enhanced this. 

Restaurant Week gives St. Charles the opportunity to show their support and thank our restaurants and workers for 
continuously providing for the community. 

View a full list of the participating restaurants at www.stcalliance.org/restaurantweek. You can also follow the St. 
Charles Business Alliance on Facebook and Instagram to stay up to date on all things St. Charles!

William Hannah Appointed  
Director of Finance 
for the City of St. Charles
William Hannah has been appointed Director of Finance. Hannah’s 
appointment became effective Jan. 31, 2022.

Hannah comes to the City of St. Charles from the Village of North Aurora, 
where he served as Finance Director/Treasurer for more than 15 years. 
There he was responsible for the planning, directing, and execution of all 
financial operations including budget development and long-term financial 
planning, auditing and financial reporting, debt evaluation and issuance, 
and cash management and investing. He also served as Village Treasurer 
and liaison to the North Aurora Police Pension Fund.

“Bill brings solid experience leading a municipal finance department,” said City Administrator Heather 
McGuire. “He has a proven track record of successful financial management and is the perfect candidate to 
continue the City’s longstanding tradition of fiscal responsibility. And the fact that he is a 14-year resident of St. 
Charles assures a smooth transition.”

Hannah holds a Master of Public Administration from Northern Illinois University in DeKalb, Illinois, and a 
Bachelor of Arts, from Illinois Benedictine College in Lisle, Illinois. He is the Past President and Executive 
Board Member of the Illinois Government Finance Association.

William Hannah
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PUBLIC SAFETY

Look Out for Dangerous Ice
We would like to share a reminder to be careful near frozen bodies 
of water. It is often difficult to tell how thick ice truly is, especially 
if temperatures have been fluctuating. If you see a person or pet 
fall through the ice, do not venture onto the ice to attempt a rescue 
yourself. Stay calm and call 911. St. Charles Firefighters are properly 
equipped and trained to perform ice rescues, and are ready to assist 
as necessary. And remember, water showing through any part of the 
ice indicates an especially thin and dangerous ice sheet that should 
be avoided.

St. Charles Police & Fire 
Support Special Olympics 
Polar Plunge

Each year, the Polar Plunge brings together thousands of warm-heated individuals from across the state. It’s a great 
way to support Special Olympics Illinois. All funds raised go to provide programing and events for more than 23,100 
traditional athletes and 13,000 young athletes participating in Illinois. 

This year’s plunge will be on March 26, 2022. The St. Charles Team includes members of the police and fire 
departments, as well as members of the community. One fun note, the team shirts are being designed by Creative 
Threads, the new D303 Transition Program screen printing business.

We will share more details closer to the event. 

The City Welcomes these Business!

Mr. Hibachi and Sushi 
2762 E. Main St., #2445

  The Lewis Cocktail Lounge
  106 E. Main St.

Remember to Think St. Charles when you shop or purchase services.

https://www.facebook.com/mrhibachisushi/
https://www.facebook.com/TheLewisStCharles


PUBLIC SAFETY

Do You have 
Carbon Monoxide  
Detectors in Your Home?
Carbon monoxide, also known as CO, is called the “Invisible 
Killer” because it’s a colorless, odorless, poisonous gas. 
More than 150 people in the Unites States die every year 
from accidental non-fire-related CO poisoning associated 
with consumer products, such as generators. Other products 
include faulty, improperly-used or incorrectly-vented fuel-
burning appliances such as furnaces, stoves, water heaters, 
and fireplaces.

Know the symptoms of CO poisoning

Because CO is odorless, colorless, and otherwise undetectable 
to the human senses, people may not know that they are 
being exposed. The initial symptoms of low-to-moderate CO 
poisoning are similar to the flu (but without the fever). They 
include:

 •  Headache

 •  Fatigue

 •  Shortness of breath

 •  Nausea

 •  Dizziness

High level CO poisoning results in progressively more severe 
symptoms, including:

 •  Mental confusion

 •  Vomiting

 •  Loss of muscular coordination

 •  Loss of consciousness

 •  Ultimately death

Learn what you can do to protect your family from the dangers 
of Carbon Monoxide. 

Install and maintain CO alarms inside your home to provide 
early warning of CO. 

Install CO alarms in a central location outside each separate 
sleeping area and on every level of your home. 

Use portable generators outdoors in well-ventilated areas 
away from all doors, windows, and vents. 

Make sure vents for the dryer, furnace, stove, and fireplace are 
clear of snow and other debris.

Source: Consumer Product Safety Commission

Keep Lawn Debris   
Away from Streams
As we look forward to warmer weather it is important to 
remember that keeping smaller ditches and streams free 
of debris can dramatically improve the flow of water from 
low lying areas. This includes the clearing of obstructions 
such as fallen trees, leaves and beaver dams. Please note: 
It is illegal to dump materials into waterways and violators 
may be fined. 

If you are experiencing drainage or flooding problems 
and would like to schedule a site visit with City staff, 
please contact the Public Works Engineering Office at 
630.377.4486. The City has photos and flood data for 
numerous flood events which may help in the assessment 
of the drainage problems you may be experiencing.

The Arbor Day 
Celebration is April 30
Save the Date 
2022 marks the 50th anniversary of Arbor Day! Join the 
City of St. Charles Natural Resources Commission on 
Saturday, April 30, 2022, at Pottawatomie Park for the 
City’s Arbor Day celebration. More information to come. 

PUBLIC WORKS NOTES

CITY NOTES



CITY NOTES

One Thing You Can Do to Help Climate Change 
by Natural Resources Commissioner Lee Haggas
The negative effects of human-caused climate change can no longer be denied or ignored. Chicago-area 
winters have been gradually getting milder with less snow and higher average temperatures compared to 20 
years ago. In the summer, more frequent use of air conditioning is needed to maintain comfort. Numerous 
scientific studies detail the effects of our warming planet including rising sea levels caused by melting 
glaciers, flooding due to increasing intensity and duration of localized rainfall, increased carbon dioxide in 
the atmosphere and water causing oceans are becoming more acidic, and thus aquatic plants and animals 
are stressed enough that some species are not expected to survive. We are next.

A group representing most countries of the world have been meeting yearly to talk about how we can begin 
to limit the effects of climate change through government action including phasing out fossil fuels and 
relying more on renewable energy sources. This is commendable, but it’s not enough to save our way of 
life over the long term, and assume that governments and scientists will “fix” the problem.

This is destructive and naïve thinking. The only solution to the climate crises is individual action. That is, 
changing our own habits to reduce our impact on the climate. While there are many examples of this, but 
the easiest is to look at our pristine lawns being regularly manicured, excessively watered and fertilized. 
The grass we worship is a desert compared to areas comprised of native plants which do not require all that 
care, expense and fossil fuel to survive. 

Look around and notice that nature is not neat! Please think about how we as individuals can help reduce 
the release of heat-trapping emissions by making better decisions in our own backyard. Help the planet heal 
and attempt to reverse the destruction for the next generations.  

Parking Regulations When It Snows
 

When snow falls in St. Charles, please remove your parked cars 
from the street to help the plows properly clear the snow. For 
more information about parking restrictions when it snows, visit  
www.stcharlesil.gov/faq/what-are-citys-restrictions-parking-
when-it-snows

http://www.stcharlesil.gov/faq/what-are-citys-restrictions-parking-when-it-snows 
http://www.stcharlesil.gov/faq/what-are-citys-restrictions-parking-when-it-snows 


SPECIAL RECOGNITION

Four $1,000 Scholarships to be Awarded; Deadline is March 11, 2022

The City of St. Charles, in partnership with the Illinois Municipal Utilities Association (IMUA), is offering four 
$1,000 scholarships to eligible high school students.

To qualify, applicants must be high school seniors whose parents or legal guardians are residential customers of 
City of St. Charles utilities. Eligible students must submit an application and essay of 500 words or less addressing 
one of four utility-related questions. Applications and essays are due March 11, 2022.

The application, list of essay questions, and eligibility requirements can be downloaded at http://www.imea.org/
IMUA_Scholarship.aspx

The scholarship program seeks to promote and recognize scholastic achievement, as well as create greater 
awareness among young adults of the many issues facing consumers and public power municipalities. For more 
information, contact DeeDee Bunch at IMUA at 217.789.4632 or dbunch@imea.org.

2022 IMUA Scholarship Applications Available

Holiday Lights Recycling Recap
 

A BIG thank you to the St. Charles Natural Resources Commission, Blue Goose Market and to residents who participated 
in another successful season of recycling holiday lights. About 1.5 tons of lights were collected for recycling at Blue Goose 
Market and the Public Works Department and diverted from landfills.

If you still have holiday lights to recycle, please bring your lights to any of the following locations: 
• SCARCE 800 S. Rohlwing Road, Addison
• Elgin Recycling call 847-741-4100
• Scrap metal collection locations 
• Kane County Electronics Recycling, 517 E Fabyan Parkway, Batavia

Restoring Local Funding
 

The City of St. Charles has joined other municipalities in urging 
Springfield to restore local revenue payments, known as the Local 
Government Distributive Fund (LGDF). The State promised 10 percent 
of total income tax collections to municipalities on a per capita basis. 
But in recent years, the State has reduced the LGDF to 6.06 percent. 
In St. Charles, LGDF accounts for 8 percent of our annual operating 
budget. If you would like to help restore this funding to St. Charles, 
contact your legilslators. Find your legislators contact information 
here.

http://www.imea.org/IMUA_Scholarship.aspx 
http://www.imea.org/IMUA_Scholarship.aspx 
mailto:dbunch%40imea.org?subject=
https://www.elections.il.gov/electionoperations/districtlocator/districtofficialsearchbyaddress.aspx
https://www.elections.il.gov/electionoperations/districtlocator/districtofficialsearchbyaddress.aspx


COMMUNITY NEWS

Be Neighborly
When it Snows  
Keep Sidewalks and Hydrants Clear
If you know of someone who needs assistance with keeping their 
sidewalk or driveway clear, pitch in and help them out. If there is a 
fire hydrant close to your property, remember to help our firefighters 
by shoveling snow in a three-foot radius around the hydrant to keep it 
quickly accessible in case of emergency.

The Den is produced by The City of St. Charles, 2 East Main Street, St. Charles, IL 60174
Questions? Please contact Lisa Garhan, Editor at lgarhan@stcharlesil.gov 630.443.3744

Lights, Camera, Action! Movie to Film in St. Charles
Hollywood Comes to St. Charles
You may have heard that a movie, The Killer, starring Michael Fassbender and directed by David Fincher (Fight Club, 7, 
Zodiac, etc.), is filming in downtown St. Charles March 7 to 19, 2022. The movie is being filmed in Spain, South America, 
and New Orleans and wraps at the Hotel Baker. The scene featuring St. Charles is the final part of the movie. While most 
of the movie will be shot at night, some street closings are necessary to facilitate filming. Stay tuned for more 
information as it becomes available.

The St. Patrick’s Parade is back this year and 
the St. Charles Business Alliance, organizers 
of the event, is in need of volunteers. Parade 
pacers, marshals, and banner carriers are needed. 
Volunteer applications will be accepted up to the 
date of the parade. More information is at www.
stcstpatricksparade.com. 

Coming in March: The St. Patrick’s Parade!
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