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Recycle Your Holiday Lights
Through Jan. 17, 2022
Do you have strings of holiday lights that don’t work, are hopelessly tangled, or are no 
longer wanted? Don’t throw them out where they’ll sit for years in a landfill–recycle 
them! Until Jan. 17, 2022, St. Charles residents and businesses can drop off holiday lights 
(working or non-working) and extension cords to be recycled. Elgin Recycling will haul 
them away at no cost. In past collections, a ton of lights were collected–literally.

Drop Off Locations

• Blue Goose Market, 300 South Second Street
 Daily 7 a.m. -  9 p.m.

• St. Charles Public Works, 1405 South 7th Avenue
 Monday - Friday 8:00 am - 3:00 pm

For a full list of acceptable items and drop off locations, visit the St. Charles Natural Resources Commission Facebook page.

For more information, contact the Public Works Department at 630.377.4405 or email alwaysrecycle@yahoo.com.

Heritage. Community. Service. Opportunity. 

Meetings

Contact Us
Click to view a complete list 

of City Contacts

To see a complete list of upcoming public meetings, including City Council, Committee, and
Commission meetings, visit our website at www.stcharlesil.gov/meetings. Agendas are 

generally posted the Friday prior to the meeting. Minutes are posted after they are approved.

Ask Us Have a question you would like to ask? Send it to info@stcharlesil.gov,
and it could be answered in an upcoming issue.

www.stcharlesil.gov
https://www.facebook.com/STCILNaturalResourcesCommission/photos/pcb.1324742807997650/1324742467997684/
mailto:email%20alwaysrecycle%40yahoo.com?subject=
https://www.stcharlesil.gov/meetings


BUSINESS REPORT

The City Welcomes these Business!

Brian King Performance Golf 
3820 Ohio Ave

Double Take Consignment 
122 W Main St.

PetSuites St. Charles 
2790 W. Main St.

Remember to Think St. Charles when you shop or purchase services!

PUBLIC SAFETY

The Season of Giving 
Shop with a Cop
The St. Charles Police Department held its annual Shop with a Cop event 
at the Target in St. Charles. Officers shopped for presents for children 
and their families, recommended from Lazarus House Mission Services. 
Special thanks to the officers who participated on their own time, and to 
Target for donating wrapping supplies and offering a discount on gifts.

 

Fill the Boot
Fridays in December, members of our Fire Department were out around 
town collecting donations to Fill the Boot, benefitting the Muscular 
Dystrophy Association. Thanks to everyone who donated. Your generosity 
raised more than $8,000 to help children and adults in our community with 
the neuromuscular disease.

https://briankingperformancegolf.com/
https://doubletake2.business.site/
https://stcharles.petsuitesofamerica.com/


PUBLIC SAFETY

Know Your  
Winter Weather Terms
Wind Chill Advisory

Wind chill temperatures could pose a threat with prolonged exposure.

Wind Chill Warning

Wind chill temperatures could be hazardous to life with prolonged exposure.

Winter Weather Advisories

Accumulations of snow, freezing rain, freezing drizzle and sleet are expected. Be 
careful; Winter Weather Advisories could lead to life-threatening situations.

Winter Storm Watch

A blizzard, heavy snow, heavy freezing rain or heavy sleet are possible. Winter storm watches are usually issued 12-48 hours 
before a winter storm is expected to hit.

Winter Storm Warning

Hazardous winter weather with heavy snow, blizzard conditions, heavy freezing rain or heavy sleet is approaching or 
occurring.

Blizzard Warning

Sustained or gusty winds of 35 mph or more; falling or blowing snow with visibility at ¼ mile or less; these conditions 
persist for at least 3 hours.

Source: National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration



Cold Weather Can Mean  
Water Main Breaks & Frozen 
Pipes  
Water main breaks are common in the colder weather, especially with the 
conditions we have experienced this season. To report a water main break, 
call the Public Works Department at 630.377.4405. If it is after hours, you 
will be prompted to leave a voice message in the Drinking Water mailbox. 
Include your phone number and address, and the public works staff member 
on call will get back to you. 

Sometimes when a main breaks, you notice rust-colored water. If this 
happens, simply turn on the cold water tap until the water runs clear. Rust-
colored water is safe, but it may stain laundry. If that happens, keep clothes 
wet and treat them with stain remover. The City offers a stain remover at no 
cost to residents at:

 • Public Works, 1405 S. Seventh Ave.

 • City Hall, Reception Desk, 2 E. Main St.

 • Police Department, 211 N. Riverside Ave.

To avoid frozen water pipes, allow heated air to circulate around pipes and 
meters. Latch basement windows and vents to prevent drafts on pipes. When 
remodeling, do not locate water pipes against exterior concrete walls. If 
pipes have been frozen in the past, insulate problem areas, and leave cabinet 
doors open. Leave a faucet run at a fast drip to a slight trickle to allow the 
moving water to transfer heat to the pipe. If you have any questions, please 
contact the Public Works office at 630.377.4405.

Local Flood 
Awareness
St. Charles generally has not experienced 
wide spread damage due to flooding. 
However, there are local flood hazard areas 
throughout Kane County. Flooding from 
the Fox River, Ferson Creek, State Street 
Creek, 7th Avenue Creek, and Norton 
Creek usually can be forecast in advance. 
But flash flooding along these rivers and 
numerous tributaries to these waterways 
may occur suddenly and unexpectedly.

Visit the City’s website, www.stcharlesil.
gov/flood, for additional information and 
links to various flood-related sites.  You 
also can find out if your property is in the 
100-year floodplain, and access maps and 
other flood-related information at the Public 
Works Engineering Division, 1405 South 
7th Avenue.  Elevation Certificates dating 
back to the early 1990s also are available. 
Call the Public Works Engineering Division 
at 630.377.4486 for further assistance.

Enroll in CodeRED 
Emergency Notifications
Kane County offers the CodeRED 
Emergency Telephone Notification System. 
The system allows County officials to 
telephone targeted areas or the entire 
County if an emergency requires immediate 
action such as a boil water order, missing 
child alert, or evacuation notice. CodeRED 
can dial 50,000 phone numbers per hour 
and delivers a recorded message.

To sign up for CodeRED alerts, visit 
the Kane County website https://www.
countyofkane.org and click on the Code 
Red link under Alerts at the bottom of the 
page. Registering your contact information 
is especially important if you have an 
unlisted number, no landline, a VOIP, 
mobile number or TDD/TTY requirements.

PUBLIC WORKS NOTES

Last Christmas Tree Pickup:
The Week of Jan. 10

The last Christmas 
Tree Pickup (no sticker 
needed) is the week of 
Jan. 10, 2022. 

Trees will be picked 
up on both sides of the 
river on the regular 
scheduled refuse day. 
After this, a sticker 
will be required. Trees 
should not be placed in 

disposal bags. All decorations, including tinsel, must be removed. 

http://www.stcharlesil.gov/flood
http://www.stcharlesil.gov/flood
https://www.countyofkane.org/
https://www.countyofkane.org/


CITY NOTES

Parking Regulations 
When It Snows 

When snow falls in St. Charles, please remove 
your parked cars from the street to help the plows 
properly clear the snow. For more information 
about parking restrictions when it snows, visit  
www.stcharlesil.gov/faq/what-are-citys-
restrictions-parking-when-it-snows

Help Your Neighbors
in Need

There is still time to 
donate to the City’s 
Neighbors in Need 
Fund. The money 
collected helps St. 
Charles residents 
struggling to pay their 
utility bills. 

We had a record year in 2021, assisting more than 60 
residents. If you would like to donate, write your donation 
amount on the payment stub of your utility bill and add 
it to the amount of your payment. 100% of donations go 
directly to helping St. Charles residents. Contact Utility 
Billing at 630.377.4426 or utilitybilling@stcharlesil.gov 
for more information.

Food Forest Gardens 
by Michael Stroud, Natural Resources Commissioner

St. Charles, with its accessible riverfront and magnificent open spaces is a beautiful place to call home, and 
we have a responsibility to take care of and enhance the gift given to us by nature. One way to do this is 
through the creation of food forest gardens.

The first and most well-known, successful food forest garden is Carver Edible Park in Asheville, North 
Carolina, established in 1997. It hosts over 40 varieties of fruit and nut trees and berry bushes. A huge 
vegetable garden is planted annually, and community members are encouraged to take food home with 
them. Produce is also donated to food pantries. The forest garden is a learning place where teachers and 
families may take children to learn about growing food. It’s a restful place to take a stroll and grab an apple 
along the way. Forest food gardens enhance nature, replenish the oxygen level of the earth and provide food 
to communities. The food forest garden also serves as a model for homeowners who may want to grow their 
own food gardens at home.

Creating a food forest garden requires cooperation from local city or park governments, business and 
personal donors, and volunteers, led by a group of dedicated community members with experience and 
drive. I believe St. Charles has the physical and human resources to make a food forest garden reality. 
There’s a Facebook page where we can discuss the possibilities and organize for action https://www.
facebook.com/groups/35974006562938.  Let’s grow together! 

http://www.stcharlesil.gov/faq/what-are-citys-restrictions-parking-when-it-snows 
http://www.stcharlesil.gov/faq/what-are-citys-restrictions-parking-when-it-snows 
mailto:utilitybilling%40stcharlesil.gov?subject=
https://www.facebook.com/groups/35974006562938
https://www.facebook.com/groups/35974006562938
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Discourage Coyotes from 
Making Your Neighborhood their Home

We can expect an increase in coyote sightings through February as young coyotes leave their 
parents in search of mates and territories to call their own. Coyotes also are more willing to 
venture out of their rural or wooded habitats and into residential areas in search of food and 
shelter in winter months.

While coyotes are unlikely to attack humans, they can become more aggressive if they find an 
area that suits their needs and they want to defend it. Tips for keeping coyotes from settling in 
your neighborhood:

 • NEVER feed coyotes.
 • Remove bird feeders and outdoor pet dishes during the winter months. These attract squirrels, which coyotes prey on.
 • Make sure garbage is stored in a container with a secure lid and do not allow containers to overflow.
 • Never leave children or small pets unattended outside.
 • Clear or cover wood and brush piles, and check under decks. Coyotes are likely to use these for shelter.
 • If coyote sightings are common near you, consider installing a fence or motion-activated light in your yard.

If you do encounter a coyote, stand up, yell at it, wave your arms, and throw something at it from a safe distance. The response 
may not be immediate, but the coyote will eventually become intimidated and retreat. 

For the safety of all residents, the City does not allow hunting within city limits according to Ordinance 9.60.030, and firearms 
and/or traps are not permitted on Park District property. Trapping is risky because there is no guarantee that the only things 
caught in the traps will be coyotes. Besides, studies have shown that trapping or hunting programs are largely ineffective. If the 
conditions that lured the coyotes to an area still exist, hunting or trapping will only temporarily remove coyotes. And it won’t 
be long before other coyotes move in to replace them.

For information, please read the Coyote Management Plan the City developed with the Park District. You also can contact 
the Department of Natural Resources at 847.608.3100.

CITY NOTES

Coming in
February!

COMMUNITY NEWS

mailto:lgarhan%40stcharlesil.gov?subject=
https://www.stcharlesil.gov/coexisting-local-coyotes

